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Theeditor of TirE CriTic {4 responaibile fur the sews ovprossed in Kditonal Notes and
Anticies, and for such only ; but the editor iv not t bo undenstomd as enduring the senti-
ments expressod in the articles contributed to this journal  Our readers are capable of
spproving or dixapproring of any part of an wmiticle or congents of the paper ; and after
B exescising duc care aa to what is L appear in our colutuns, we shall leave the rest to their
R iotellizent judizment,

EDITORIAL NGTES.

B Down in Albert Co,, N. B, there are some individuals, who, when they
PO losc their temper, appear to grow very voractous.  In a guarrel a few days
PO 3;0, one man had Ins fingers Intten off by lius opponent, while he w turn
o savagely champed the flesh un lis adversary's back.  Such wen should bo
B punished by having their teeth extiacted. At any rate this would eftectually
prevent a repetition of the cnime.

A The precautions which are necessary 10 insure safe travelling upon rail-

S ways are well known to be numerous aud difficult, but who would have ever

B (hought of the new datiger whick the traveling public in Germany have o

face. 1t is the reduction of steel rais to powder by a sinall gray worm,

B which, by the aid of acid, suftens the matal, and then eats it at the rate of

O oy pounds per week.  Here is a chance for some one to make money.
§ The man who may discover a steel rail verimfuge has a fortune n sight.

B The dog messenger corps for the German aray ts bewng carefully tramed
K just now by the Schwerin garnson.  Swift and mtelhigent dogs are chosen,
® and are taken out by the patrols regularly to the outposts, where pencil

§ votes aro ticd to their cullars, and the dogs are despaiched back to a given

g roint. When any of the garnson are manwuvring at might the dogs accom-

B pany the advanced sentinels of the bivouac, and are taught to watch for

& and bark violently at the faintest sign of any onc approaching the canip.

For many years it was thought ephuneral fus an Englishman to carry an
B umbrella, while English ladies apprecaung s use, and having a tender

solicitude for their bonnets, had no hestation i carrying them.  Hanway,
afamous traveller and philanthropist, who returned to England in Seven-
B teen Hundred and Fifty, was the first man in the Brush Isles who had the
S Pluck to carry an umbiclla. To day, there are few uen, Inghshmen or

¥ otherwise, who would hesitate for a moment about carrying or carrying off
an umbsrella.

. The metcor which was seen last week from all parts of the Manume Pro-
vinces was onc of the most brilliant that has been nouced here for many
years. It is a somewhat curious fact, that an places as wide apart as Yar-
o mouth, Halifsx and Charlottetown, those who saw it heard a loud report,
R and were confident that the meteor struck the carth in that wvicinity. It

& may be that several meteors passed through our atnosphere en the night in
g qucstion, and the reports of the direction w which the meteor was seen to
ji move in ditle~ent places would tend to confirm this conjecture, were 1t not

B that the time at which the meteor was viaible, corresponds in all the places
o heard from,

The dawn of returning prosperity in Ireland is very plainly indicated by
a Parhamentary return which has just been made public.  According to
these returns, the deposits i the Postal Saviwgs' Binks have increased about
one willion dollars, winle the area under cultivation is eighty thousand
acres more than that of last year. At the same time, the number of per-
sons c'assed as paupers has diminished by several thousands.  Give Ireland
a fair meas ne of Home Rule, and her people will be the happiest and
most contented community under the sun,

The demand for reindeer ekins is likely to largely wcrease, and tho
Norsemen and taps may find the rearing of deer a more profitable business
thau it has hitherto proved.  Reindeer skins are more buoyant than cork,
and persons waring a waistcoat or belt made from this material, there is no
fear of their sinking in the water.  Consid. ring the innumerable drowning
accidents which are dwily 1ecorded, it is gratifying to think that these may
be avoided by substituting for a poruon of our ordinary clofhing a garment
made of reindeer skin.  With the fear of drowning removed, the pastime
of boating would quadruple its devotees

‘The Shah of Persia will shortly visit London, Paris, and St. Petersburg.
Our readers will remember that when Nasser ed Deen last visited Furope
the public were amazed at the brilliancy of his own and his courtiers' uni-
forms, which were resplendent with diamonds.  The wily Shah came for
the purpose of negotiating a loan of money, and being the pos-essor of such
a large amount of visible wealth, there was no difficulty m floating the
Persian bonds. It was not until he had returned to “Uehzran that it leaked
out that hiv precious stor » hal been expressiy manufactured for him by a
company of paste diamond makers in Patis.

The Intercolonial Railway authurities have done well to extend the time
limit of passenger tickets 1o thirty days. The travelling public for the past
two years has complained bitterly «f the hardships they have had to undergo,
pot being able to purchase a return te ket gond far more than ten days.
T'he increased time limit is a boon, bat at the sam2 ime¢ we see no reason
why a time himit should be placed upun uckets at all.  They are purchased
for cash, and represent the right to travel to and from a given point ; and
the railway which refuses to wive value for the money recewved, should at

feast be prepared to hand back to the holder a proportion of the purchase
money.

We do not look for progressive ideas among Enstern nauons, and yet we
occastonally find that in many respects v vaunted civilization s nat abso-
ltely perfect  For example, land m nopoly, which 1s one of the curses of
seciety. win Corea practically impassible  Land in this peminsala, much
of whichis unfitted for cultivation, is vwned by the people as a whaole,
Their nght to the soil being vested i their originally chosen and afterwards
hereditary Sovereign. A rentl is imposad upon each holder of 1and, whe-
ther it be used %r residence, or be wnder caltvation.  Tns rental is egui-
valent tv one million Jdollars pe1 annum, and 1+ applied for govermemal
purposer. The people of Corer are happy and contented, and the system
they have adopted works admirably.

The relations between Great Biitaia and Spain are a sresent somewhat
strained- It appears that the Spansh Goverament, having decided to
establish a coaling stat:on on an Island o the Red 521, s.nt a war ship to
take possession of at, and Dund. wach e sutpnise of the commanding
officer, that the Island had abready b on ouupicd by British troops. &
somewhat similar incident happened several years ago with respect to
France A French man of-war ¢ dled at Aden, and the Governor haviog
discovered that the French commandes had urd. rs to uccupy n the name of
France . rategical position on an [sland in the Straus of Babel Mandit,
determinud to thwart the atemapt.  He at onze issued invitations to a grand
b-11. aud while it was in progress, despatched a pany to occupy the Island
in the name of the Queen  Now, history repeats itself, and Spain, like
France, realizes the meaning of the saying that deiays are dangerous.

A French Missionary has wrilten a pamphlet in an cffort to prove that
the famous Great Wall of China was purcly imagwary, and his declarations
have led to considerable discussivn in Lond.n, where they oere recently
published.  One of the most practical arguments elicited is that of 4 gentle-
man who writes to onc of the metropolitan journals :—* I have only just
returned to London, and learn that there has been a coniroversy aboat the
Great Wall of China.  Will you allow me to inform your readers that L
have sat upon the wall, and that I have, morcover, a photograph of it."
An American engineer, who has made the subject a special study on the
spot, has calculated that the Chinese wall has a contemts of $,359,000,000
cubic feet  The material used in the construction of the Chinese wall
would be sufficient to bwld a wall round the globe six feet high, and two
feet thick.  The same authority estimates the cost of the Chinese wall tc be
equal to the railway mileage of the United Stat -s, 128,000 miles. The stu-

pendous work was cunstructed in the comparatively short period of twentg
years, '



