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Bets towards tho top of his list, ho finds all[ conduct which can bo moro safely and suo* | excollent ana cconomicul plan of training
his infantry and cavalry contemporaries cessfully purstied in the army than elso- ! fool-gunners to march past and skirmish
pussing him by and becoming captaine ; for,| whare! 'This seoms Passing strange, but is j with carbines |
though individual oflicers of other arms mny| trae, even to such and extent (hat district When our gunner has comploted thirty:
have been very unlucky, or havo delayed] generals have hind to talce notice of it, and | (wo yoars, and is {ifty ycars of ago or more—
their promotion by exchanges, tho senior| the lorse Guards have actually had to inter | just the Deriod when men of other arms aro
licutenants of all cavalry and most infantry| fero in several iustances ! So that on the become majir-generals !—he Lecones regi
rogiments, are much junior to those of thoe| wholo the position of the major R.A,, unless | mental full colonel, an anomalous rank
R, A, Atlast the glorious day arrives , hel he happens to command a feld battery nway | wlieh ought to be abolished at once. Iere
at last aesumes tho pretty gold lnco of the| from his * brigade headquarters, is a far | his duties are for tho first time in his caresr
captain, and then finds that his brother in| more unpleasant position, and compares indopendoutundimcrosling,nnd of the high*
the infantry, who is younger in nge/ very unfuvorably in pay, rank, or considera- | est importauce ; but he should have attiin:
and service than himsell, and has had an| tion, with that of the major of an infantry | ed to them ten years before for efliciency.
easier and pleasauter time of it altogether, | regiment, s man of the 8amo service aud | Thirtytwo years of depression and petly
has not only held that rank for two years or| who often owes his better fortune to the | details— deal ofitoften passed in marching
80, but gets sevenpenco a day more pay,| lucky circumstunco-that ho was too stupid or | nast and slarmishing (ifa gatrison gun*
and has the capital position of captain of a | too idle to pss for Woolwich, and so took , ner”)—is not liely to expard the mind op
compnny, whilethe poor gunner captain hasy cefuge in the infantry. 1t isin the rank ol fit men for high command ; and the actual
no command and no position, and either major that the position of the gunner oflicor | result t0o often corresponds fuith ully to the
is compelled through * paucity of officers™ | shows to most disadvantage ; he has served | a Dpriori probability, ‘The full colonels can®
to do subalteran’s duty (not.an uncommon | at least as long as mnjors of the other arms. | not tear themselves away from the deta’ls
thing ; more that one. major s to do iv at| has on servieo a greally more responsivle | of the brigade office, and the appointment
present for the same reason), or he doos position, 13 expected to know and be fit for | of an acting hombardier or the regulation
umbra to ais major, and “ngeists him in the more, has a heavy responsibility in money mode of red'inking u ciime of drunkness
general saperintendence of the battery” as| and stores, and yet he is paid less, nnd | retains a fatal faciuation for the old oflicers,
the stand.ng order-jargon has it ! neitber the dress nor the treatment due to { from which they cannot emancipate tham-
Ho reaches twenty years' service at]a field ofiicer is conceded 1o him ! Worse . selves unless it be at times to blow up re*
length, Ieny twenty years' sorvics, as some | than all, the only assignable reason for this cilcitrant captains or majors who wish to
Roysl Artillery officers have got their ma | is whatin all other armies leads to a direct | command their own batteries, or to deliver
Joritins at that period, though it will proba- | ly oppeside conclusion—that he is an artil- mauadering orations about the Queen's
bly never happen ngain, and then one niight § levy man. Meantime, the same secvice ' Regulations to compulsory audiences of their
suppose, after at least twelve years' hard (twenty years) give the doctor relutive rank juniors, who are forced by discipline to hear
work as lieutenant, and nine or more—| and pay of lieutenant-colonel. these (and other) sermons patiently.
these periods are very varinble—otf efface-| For about ten yoars more, under+* cold| 7To the relief of every one, tho old colo-
ment as captain, that ho has reached the| shade” of an administration which brefers 'nels becomo m.jor-generals at last, after
grand z0° L of field officer’s rank and pay,and | amateur to profes:jonal soldiers, the gunner | forty-tiwo years' service, and sre shelved, [
command of & battery, Hus he? [le gets| major plods through his career, fecling daily ' need follow their career no farther : even
rominally the pay ofa mujor of infantry, it] more wearied and depressed, in strange "if II, R. H, had not get his face against com*
it true, but only wlien actually with und in| contrast to the other branches where hope mands for artillery generals, the old colo
comm: nd of his battery, The infantry major| and consideration increaso with service aud nels of that Service and ago are seldom fit
gews bis I6s, 6d. a day whother with his{ rank. Hle becomes lieutenant-colonel at for them ; ten years before that they often
regpmient or away from it. The gunper bresent at twentywix years, but this is ex- were, and would then bave attained the
only gets 14s. when on leave. As to rank, | ceptional and caonot last. However take rank, even though they hid not iaterest
overy possible modeis taken by the Horse it twenty six; ho then finds that the ma- | enough to be employed, if they had only
Guards and his regimentul superiors (who | jority of his brethern of the infantry have, been in theinfuntry,
carefully reecho the idens of the dispenseis| attuined the samerapk several years before, 1 have now shown sufliciently why the
of patronage, asa rule) to disabuse him of { have whatis realy a greatly better position ' gunner ollicers are discontented, why the
the idea thatho is a regimental field oflicer. | and much more pay, for only one in four of  artillery is getting to be considered n bad
It pever struck any one, lor instance, to} the guuner lhoutenant colonels get com-  service,” why younssters fight shy of enter-
direct thzat an infantry mnjor on a foos mand pay, while every infantry man does. ' ing it, and why o many leave it at an early
parade is not 10 wear spurs and sabretashe, | The infantry heutenant colonel is in avery period of their carcer, There are other
which are as much badgesof hisrank asstars | splendid and independent position, tho points on which your space (on which I
aud sleevelace, but the gunner-major is{ command of a battulion, Three out of four; have already trespassed unconscionably,
forbidden to do so, for no possible reason! of the gunners have no position or real du- though not disproportionately to the impor-
except to continue the policy of deprecis-] ties at all, and have the alternative of tance of the subject) will nol permit me
tion of the artillery wiuch the present co: | either consenting to efticement orofusurp todilate: 'Tho bud effect of the separation
mander-in-chief has the meritof introducing. | ing the comwmaod of the one battery which of the * Horse” Artillery ; the demoraliza-
He cannot give one of bis men leave from 1s often stutioned with them, to the preju- tion of the depots; tho mischevious 1n:
tattoo ; nominally. bo can, bLut really the dice of its major, the destruction of all i fluenco of the clique of officers who have,
leavolist his signs has to be approved in | ciency and good system, and always to the with the conniyance of the authoritivs,spent
the *‘ brigade' oflice before it is eflicacions, great discontent of the men. I referred to all their lives at Woolwmich ; the mannerin
He cannot disposa of prisoners unless so | this in a former letter, but it must bo recol- which Woolwich, the old home of the rege
far as permit} ¥ which1s in most cises to lected that however silly it may bo for a meunt, is mado unpleasant and strange to
the same cxtent as lie was allowed twenty | lieutenunt colonel 10 interfere with o mnjor their brother oflicers by this clique of Ger-
years befcro as a subaitern. Though nomt | or a buttery, still the fault is very muchin man translators, horse-races, and crickets
mally responsible for the drill of bis men, in| the system, which, for wagnt of the moral ers; the tendency to shuut clever artillery
reality the hiours and subjects of bis drills courago necessary to faco the question of officers out of the regular nulitary Line into
are ordered for him by lus ** brigade,” From! promotion and retirement, bas attempted garrison instructorships and such school
wantofother officers, he has frequently to doj 10 relieve a deadlock by creating a vast duties. All tlus, though not insigniticant, is
the licutenant’s work of routine inspection | number of additional lieutcunnvcoioncls; more than I now undertake to pourtray. I
of Xite, barracks, guards, and the like. I} for whom there are no dutzes ; this, toe, we ' have said eonough to prove my case; more
waslately told by n mnjor that having no| owe to the brigade system at tho root. [ay- than aoy officer on full pay dare siy. You ~
other officers under him, though he bad tho ing passed a good any years in this unen- ' will observe that the system of nuclous bat-
pleasure of possessing several colcnels over| viablo and dormant state, tho licutenant:! teries in peace tmgo, which I advocated in
him, he was expected o yisit daily n guard | colonelat last commands 3 brigade, gener. my former letters—though it cannot remedy
of threo men ! ho added that he really bad | aily wher. greatly older than the majarity | «ae intentional depreciation of the artillery
far more pasition and authority when ] of Line licutenant-colonels, and too often  in tho matters in rank .nd pzy—would yet
lieutenant twenty odd years before than he| when deteriorated in body and mind by the | relicyo the plethora of superior officers and
hasuow as - major. Then many ol theolder| depressing influences of his earcer. But | provide real work for every grade of a
officers, who are for tho most part good | even this means nothing moro than signing [ nature saitable to the grade ; and would
Tories, aro extremely jealous of the rank of reports and seewnvg prisoners, commanding | wipe out such anomalies ns secoad captains
the majors, and knowing that the Ilorse{ the small army ol some half-dezen brigade | with notling to do, and licutenant colonels
Guards won't be 100 angry with them for | staffand clerks, doing no real command if |degrading themselves to tho command of
anything the t depreciates the arttillery, lose| in a field brigade; but ifina garrison one, | batteries. Two portions of my task are yet
Do opportunity of scolding, lecturing, snub- having the high privilege of interfering with { unfufilled but through your indulgenco I
bing, and degrading their majors—~a line of ' the mnjors, and of carrying out H. . H.'s hope to bo permitted on futurs occasions to




