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sworts iuto the Confedcrate servico as twolvo
months enlisted men, sud marched within a
few hours notice to the seat of wav, per
haps, in the case of the gulf States, n thou
gand miles away from home. When the
war assunied the dimensivns we all know,

and when after the battle of Bull Run, the :

Confederato Congress Jdecided to rmise at
ouce 400 regiments instead of the 50 or
6V 1t had then underarms, these younginen
had already seen some six months pretty
hard service, and they for the inost part
officercil the new levies, their places in the
ranks Leing taken by new recruits who
thouglit it » great privilego to fill them.

I dwell upon this illustration because,
whileit exhibits the inevitable failure of a
militia system which is inappropriate to thoe
habits of a country, itseems to mc to dis
prove the objection so often made aguinst
** mere militia ** on account of supposed in
suflicient training  ‘Uhe Confederate troops
to whom [ haveroferred were in every sense
of the word n “ mere militia,! but they wero
1 voluntary ane, at least in their original
formation. | am satisfied from personat
observation that a very few weeks will do
wwders to make 1 man, who has his heart
in the work, a soldier . and I greatly doubt
whether the soldier once formed, is after
wards much improved by the routine of bar
racks and garrison duty.’ 1 have seen o few
j-mactised men suftico 1o make a whole com
pany or even a battalion ** smart ”* and effi-
Vient jnsome of the most difficult things that
the “ Regular ** has to be tzught such as
promptness in pitching or striking tents,
rapid shilting of quarters, night marches,
and outpost duty. As for making the best
of adverse or unexpected circumstances, in

“otherwords the art of taking care of him-

¢ ~elf. T feel sure that his ordinary civilian
Labits will almost always give the man who
+ only oceasionally a soldier a marked su
jrerwority over the veteran trooper. I mean
of course thut the occasional soldier should
uat be part of a mere rabble, but be ammat
o1 by that spirit, which, rather than drill
mikes 2 man reliable under fire. This is
where, in my opinion, the Prussians hind so
mucit the advantage over the French.

In further confirmation of my view that it
13 not so much prolonged training that
makes troops most effective, 1 may point to
¢t fact that the most momentous struggles
mhistory have generally been fought out with
moreor less raw troops. It is in thonature
of things that tho ready food for powder is
tirst used up, and must be replaced, whether
Ly conscription or enlistment, with recruits
to whon there is no time to give the marti
net polish of peaceful times. § believe I am
right in saying that duriug the Peninsufar
campaign many regiments joined the future
* Iron Duke ™ which had barely had a few
week's drill before embarkation.

What then, 1 mean to say, with all due de-
ference to more experienced opinions thau
mine, is that the Swiss military system is
neither good because it is o militia system
uar, on the the other hand, is it bad because
of that reason. It is singularly well adapt-
wl 10 Swiss circumstances and babits; it is
not adapted in its present form 1o En-
glish circumstances and habits; but it con.
tains principles and features which may be
studied with prolit and applied here.
Among these 1 may mention the encournge-
ment of bov Volunteers in the public schools
aud a greater development and  elaboration
of the local arganizition of the geown up
Volunteers

i sce n the interest which has of Iate
been bestowed upon the Swiss military in
<titutions, the indication of a very decided
progress in civilization. Itis the tendency
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»of relying more upon the * reserve forces ™
than upon the huge * standing Army ' and
" this implies short terms of service, spttab}o
,provision for the discharged soldier; in
other words, his return to civil life, instead
of forming aclass or casto apart. It is the
tendency also to do away with conscription,
which to me, is the most oLjectionable of all
- forms °f military service, and whicb, instead
of making that service a training school as
it ought to be, makes it a cause of national
demoralization. Let us hope, also, that
this tendency to a more popular form of
military orgaunization implies preparation
,for defence rather than altack, and thus
puint to the dimunition of tho causes of war.
But until the millennium of tho Peace
, Society shall actually bave dawned, I do
, ot expect, nor would I wish to sce stand-
ing armies altogetlier abolished. Great
'Smlc.s, whether their colonies are in the
four quarters of the globe, as those of Great
Britain, or whether their expansion is con-
fined Lo an internal scif-development, as in
tho United Slates of America, require a
! foree however small of professional soldiers.
I go furtherand say, that independently of
the peculiar circumstances of cither Great
Britain or America, no State which has great
centres of population, can safely dispense
with such a force. 1unced not beso large
,as to endanger public liberty, but it must be
thoroughly effictent for maitaining public
ordes, . 3d it ought to afford astandard and
a model to that Militia to which the State
may then safely entrust the duty of national
self defence.
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GERMANY AND HER NEIGHBORS.

The GermanEmpireissurrounded by three
great neighbors, one of which 1s uncondition
ally hostile to it and eager for revenge; while
the other two msy bo either good or bad
neighbors, and it may, therefore, Lo said
that they are not to bo depended upon.
Though it is problematical whether Franco
will ever in tho future attack usas she did
last year, this much is cerlain, that she
would ecagerly advance to tha attack if we
were involved ina warwith another great
poswer, or cven if sho had any hope or pros-
pect of foreign assistance against Germany.
Franco may therefore be regarded as a ready
and willing atly of any Power that wauts to
fight with Germany; no calculation or cool
deliberation will ever restrain this her great
est passion. Last year she hialf counted upon
tho assistance ol Austria; and there per-
sons were not wanting who were inclined to
answer her expectations. for Count Beust was
a vigorous French partisan till November;
but Russia would not have suffered the en-
trance of Austria into French service, with
out undertaking something tquiralent, and
taking care to maintain tho balance betwoen
Westand East.  In presenco of this impend-
ing threat, the game twas too dangerous for
Austria, and the stake was pnot risked. Isit
conceivable that a nan or a party in Vienna
will cver again give the advice to take the
field with Franco against Germany? There
is not a total want of reasons or pretexis for
such a course; several of them aro easily to
bediscovered. Itmay be represented to the
Hapsbourgs that Germany is exercising a too
lstrong attractive power on their German
subjects; and that it would, therefore, be
well to wke part in a French war for the
purposo of weakening Germ«ny. Ura party,
in Vienna may adviso the Emperor to go to
war in order to strengthen his powerasa
ruler in his Empire, after Napoleon's unlucky
texample; and the party tbere, which has
certainly been hitherto hostilo to Germany.

. With respect to such zounsels, however, the
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necessity ol cunsiduning Russia ~ attitude

would always e felt i Vieuna. If Kussie
were Lo take advantage of the vppottunty
to advanco on the Danube, the Hupsbourgs
would have so much to do at home that they
could hardly spare the tume, even so much
as to look abiout them sn theGestan Ewprre,

While Austiza 1s thus fus from free, and
caun easily be restrained in her swovements
against Germany, it is otkernise with Russia.
With her we have of late got on far better
than with Austria, and for the present noth-
ing divides us. but 1t 1s not un that account
less than in Russia a powerful terdency,
which is aiming al complete youon, forms
a determined opposition to all that belongs
to Western Europe, and no less so toall that
is German. This oue-sided national tendency
has not been removed or deprived of its
sharpness by the wellintentioned nnova-
tious of the ¥mperor Alexander, winch have
gained so much applause in Europe. It not
only continues to exist, but 1t even derives
nourishment from those changes 1 the con-
dition of society. Oneday, perhaps, we shalt
not be atle to agree so well with 1t as with
the more moderate policy of the present
Government. That unmmprounsing nation-
al tendency is striving to make its way i all
directions. It is possible that it may first
seek extension in Asia and 1 the south.
eastern part of our Continent, and be satssfi.
ed with that; Lutitisalso possible thatit
may soon direct its glances and longings to
countries which more closely concern us. In
the latter event, nothing would suit 1t better
than the idea of an alliance with France
against Germany. ‘Therefore, womust create
an armed force, not only capable of defend-
ingusagainst France, but also strong enough
to put out of the head of that Russian party
tho thought of such an alliance with France.
Tho task does not exceed ous strength, now
that Germaay's western frontier has become
so much stronger; but ouraluiny to fight,
at the same tune, with two great Powers
may have the happy resui: of producing the
conviction in Russia that 1tis more adyan-
tageous fo be tho friend than the foe of Ger
many. Ifwoarein a position to carry on
war on two slages at the samo tunec, our
judgment on all possible undertakings of
Russia will be important and worthy of con-
sideration for her Government. And we
may thereby prevent Erance from ever tind-
ing support in St Petersburg against Ger-
many—support for which Napoleon IiI,
sued 1n vatn. But from sshat wo have al-
ready said, it follows, as a matter of course,
that if our power and capaaty for fighting
procure us good relations with Rossia we
shall beall tho more sure of Austna; for by
an understanding with Russia we conld al-
ways render it impossible for Austria fo
fight on the side ot France: and Austria. if
sho were in such a position that she never
could fight with us, would find 1t mosz con-
venient to be on good terms withus. Ina
word wo have the great noighbours; it is
not enough forus to be in a position to fight
with oncof them. No; we must bo able
to fight two of them, 1f we want to mamtan
and preserve what belongs to us.—XNafionat
Zietung.

The Kniegspel, a game of war used i the
German miliary schoo!s and said to te a
favorite pastimo with Von Mottke, Prince
Frederick Charles and other Prussian lead-
ers, has been iotroduced into England,
General Eyre haviog presented one 1o the
War office. Wo presumo this German af
fairis not very ditterent from tho excellent
gamoe invented o few years since by Major
Richardson, a Confederato oflicer, which,
however, was too costly for generl use.



