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the convoy of French ships, and immediately
afterwards came the advice of the repulse
of the British fleet. Provious to the receipt
of. the latier intelligence Lord Cornwallis
had determined to attack ILa Iayette at
Williamsburgh—a reconnoisance by Lt..Col.
‘Tarleton demonstrated the porfect feasibil-
ity of such an attack by lanuing o division
of infantry and artillery by meang of the
Capnhosack Creok, in rear or on tho flank ¢f
Williamsburgh, while the main army ad
vanoed in front. But whils tho British Gen-
eral was deliberating on this plan advices
arrived from S8ir t. Clinton, dated Und of
September, and received on the 15th, in
which he promised reinforcements, and to
make everydiversion in his power, intimating
that Admiral Digby was expected on the
coast. This intelligence, which a little re-
flection would have shewed Lord Cornwallis
was impossible of fulfilment, caused him at
onoes to suspend all preparations of attack-
ing La Fayette, and blindly porsisted in do-
pending on Clinton’s promises, which the
defort of the British flect in the action of
5th September rendered utterly impracti-
oable, deprived him of the only chunce which
remained of extrication from a diflicult and
u.nhnable position,

An active and energetic General would
at once have attacked La Fayatte, whose
whole force was not cqual to the vator-

an troops under Lord Cornwallis’ com -

mand, even when joined by the brigade
which De Grasse brought from tho West
Indies. After defeating and scattering his
army, which could have been efiected with
little loss, & march on Philadelphia would
have given him Washington's troops in de-
tail, and finally have .placed Rochambeau's
armyin great peril,—or, failing that, a re-
treat to South Carolina was always possible,
and the Franco-American army baflled m

- their designs, would have suffered all the

consequences of a total defeat. The cause
of the Colonies never would have sustained
or recovered the shock, but want of enter
prise on the part of Lord Cornwallis, and in-
, decision on the part of the Commander in-
. Chief, rendered all advantages uscless. As
a proof that a powerful party; still existed
favorable to British_ interests, about this
time the loyalists of North Carolina mus.
tered some 640 men under the command of
Lieut,-Colonel Macniel, surprised, Hills.
borough, captured about 200 of the regular
troops of Confress, with all their officers,
the rebel Governor of North Carolina, his
oouncil, aad twelve of the principal military
officers of the district, and although they
were attacked by surprise subsequently,
losing their Colonel and another officer, yet
they defeated their enciny with severe loss,
and being reinforcod, succeeded in cftveting
& junction with the garrison at Wilmington,
to the commandant of which they handed
over their prisongrs,
Earl Gornwalliy hed encamped his army
in front of the extarior line of defence at
Yorktown, and iy {his position on the 25th

ol September tho first intelligence of tho
approach of the combined Fronch and Ameri-
can armies were recoived. The British
troops were drawn up in order of battle and
anxioualy oxpected an aitack, but the ad.
vinco of the allios was cliaracterized by cau-
tion, and they seemed mora, inclined to re-
connoitro thé posttion than vehturo ondirect
attack. In this situation night closed on
Loth atmies, an:d the morning brought the
following letter from the Commanderin

Cliiof :
Niw Yonk, }
Sept. 24th, 1781,

My Lono,—I was honored yesterdny with
your Lordship's letter of tho 16th and 17th
instant and at & meeting of the general and
flag oflicors held this duy it was determined
that above five thousand men, rank and file,
shall be embarked on board the King's ships
aud tho joint exertions of the. army and
navy will "be made in a few days to relieve
you and afterwards to co-operate with you.
Ihe fleet consists of twenty three sail of the
line, three of whichare three-deckars, "Thero
1s avery reason to hope we may start f.rom
hence the 5th of Uctober. 1 hsve received
your lordship's letter of the 8th instant.

I hava the honor to be, &e., &e.,
H. CuisToN.
Tho Right Ifon. Eal Cornwallis,

P. S.— Admiral Digby is this moment
arrived at the ook with threo sail of the
line. At a venture, without knowing
whether they can be scen by us, I request
that if all is well upon hearinga considerable
nring towards the entrance of the Chesa-
peake three large separate smokes may be
made parallel to it and if you possess the
post of Gloucester four, I shall send uu-
other answer soon. i, C.

In reply to this Lowd Cornwallis mforms
Sir tlenpy Clinton that relying on his promise
lie hus withdrawn the whole British force
within the sacond line of defence at York:
town, thus abandoning a good and casily de-
fended position, whera the discipline of Lis
troops could maks itself felt for ono where
they wore cooped up unatlo to manauvrs,
where every round skot told, :und where
thew valor only scived torender destruction
more torrible.

Immediately after sunrise the French and
American Generals wer~ apprised that thui
British army had abandoned the outer lines |
and retired to Yorktown.
unoxpected turn of fortune they put thej
whole of their troops in motion, and for!
some time it was doubtful whether they,
would not launch them in a general assault
against the over crowded British post, and
owing 1o the unfimshed stato of the works,
the want of abbatis, the defects of tha posi- |
tion which precluded the possibility of man-*
auvring tho troops or placing the artillery, |
would have muade its success an easy possi-
bility ; Lut it is piobable that Waslhington's.
caution was the principal reason why 2 per
feelly feasible attack was postponed. In

Excrted by this

the courze of the forenoon the combined

forces took possession of the ground aban-
doned by the British, the works on which
were of the groatest possibls utitity to them,
for with the addition of onu redoubt and thy
closing of tho fleghio on the Hampton road,

) censed having been long a member of the

they served at once to invest the town and
protect thoir own encampment.

Oi1 tho 1st and 2nd of October advanced
detachmeonts of the allies with general offi.
cors and engineers reconnoitered the British
lines, and it soon became evident thalthe
principal attack would bo directed against
tho left. In the evening tho cavalry and
mounted infantry of tho legion were ptssed
over the river to Gloucester. And on tho
following morning the commanding oflicer
of that post led out a strong detachment to
forngo the country in tront of that villags,
in this ho was very successful, but it led to
a skirmigh and finally a closer investment.

At Yorktown the Dritish iroops' worked
with great industry, while tho artillery kept
up » constant firs on the French and Amaen.
can works.

On tho night of the 6th of October ground
wag breken for the first parallel on  ho left
of tho British works. It extended from the
higzh grounds on the bank of the river for
one thousand yards, as far as the ravinothat
approached the Ilornwork previously des.
cribeidl as coveting the left centre. Its gen.
eral distance from the defences of Yorktown
was about 600 yards. -The American tioops
guarded the trenches and conducted the
attack on the right of the combined forces
(British left) while the French were en.
camyed on the left (British right). Trenches
were opened by the French against the part
of the British lines opposite to them. The
batteries were opencd on the Oth October,
and two days' cannonade clearly demonstra
ted the badness of the defences and weak.,
ness ot the position occupied by the King's
troopd, Within tho en ciente of the works
no place of security existed except under
the clitl; every other part being searched by
the enemy’s shot and shell.

Father McMahon read the Papal rescript
ngainst the Fenians in New York on Sun-
duy, when half the congregation instantly
walked out of the church.

Muatany Fuzerar.—The remains of Xr.
Thos. J.'Feeney were buried on Thuisdsy
the 21t ult,, with military lionors. ‘The de-

band of the 56th Battalion. Iis untimely
deadh was much regretted by his comrades.
— D cscott Telegraph.

We underatand that fifty boats, twenty
five feet keel Ly five fect boam, are in the
course of construetion on Oileauns Isand, -
and other places for the Canadian Govermn: -
ment. The number at the island is scven-
teen. Tnose boats wiil be sharp at bow aud .
stern, and capable of carrying seventeen’
men oich. Itis believed they are intended
for infand nuvigation, for penetrating such -
Jakes and rivers ss the route to Red River,
through Canadian tenitory, presents. Itis
Jlughlv probable that the Northwest water
coursts will be disturbed by the keels of
those boats ere many weeks. Whatover may
te thought of the policy of the Temnica,
tovernurent by Riet and his fellows, suck:
indications as the above nre not to Lo light::
ly vegarded,— Quclec Chronicle.



