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favor that you pulilislii fll this communication,
altîaough it is somewlbat langer thian I blaotild pcnlaaos,
ask space for. WNI.T'. WIa.iZiNS,

Clcrk of Kingstoni Presbytery.

A HOPEFUL OUTLOOK.
ROV. Dr'. Cliford Damoussu Roflglonsand Ecolonilnistcal

qucutione.
Rev. Dr. Clifaord. ai XVstbaurne Chapel, Laondon,

England, p3.ssed thrc,, gb Canada on bis wvay home (rani
a tour araund the wvorld. At Montreal be was inter-
viewed by a Wiitness reporter and gave expres~sion ta bis
opinions an several important questions. Dr. Clifford
is ait active farce in Laondon lufe and bis views are based
on a wvide experience ai the canditions prevailing in the
English metropafis.

SiJCCESSrLIL AGENCIES AT WORi.

Asked whether tbe world as growung better. Dr.
Clifl'ard replaed :

I etter; yes, grawing better aIl tîte time. That is
wbat I bave seen ; that is wbat I know. 'rbere is evil.
and f.heir wviIl be evil, 1 suppose, as long as we are men.
But note this, there neyer was an the history ai the
world sa maîay agencies for the amelioration ai unhappy
conditions and relations, for the capîng wvith every faim
ai evil, for the building up ai character. Not only
multiplication, but adaptation ta the need. 'ilat is the
remarkable thing. The agencies are suited. Tbey are
more permanent and effective. They are mare in
earnest. Now, coincident with ail this, there is the
evidence ai evil. But the good prevails against it.
The good restricts the evil ; keeps it an check. ,More-
aven, there is a large note ai equity being struck ail
over the ivonld. More and more the appeal as ta
raghteousness. The desire for right and equitable
relations ever grows."

TaiF SUVaREME TEST.
"Do you find that tlae appeal is ta dogma or ta

ethics as the supreme test ? Il was next asked, and the
repîy was equally empbatic:

IlThe test to-day is not any longer dogma, except
in those quarters in whîch the deyire is ta buttress up
priestism and priestcraft ; the test is character and
manhood. This s in keeping wilh the neiv Testament
teaching. Christ demaraded, not a dogma, but a
character. This is wbat I bave been preaching. The
world-that is ta say, considered in the large aspect-
is coming ta thîs position- -character and conduct-tbis,
an the last analysis, is the test ai Cbristianity. Naw,
men are mare and more williaîg ta range tbemiselves
under this standard. The appeal is ethîcal at last-na
longer as it belaeved that dogma can ever be the final test."

RiîGEME OF PRIESTISNI

A significant utterance ai Dr. Clifford's was on the
teradency ai High Churchism towards Rame:

" The Hîgh Cbiurcb Party in the English Cburcb af
England bave long desired ta exaît dogma for tbe sake
ai canservangé their cwn power. lHundreds ai churclues
in the national establishment ta.day have so exalted
nitual and dogma that tbey are Romanist an ail but the
acknowledgement ai the supremacy ai the Pape. Theyhave traed ta antroduce the Apostles' Creed in the state
schools. We have iougbt against that-that is ta say
-the Union of the Free Churches ai tvhicb 1 am the
incamang President-and we wîll ultimately triumphl
over this attempt ta get in the thin edge ai the wedge
ai dogma. The High Cburch Party is in alliance with
the Roman Catbalics, and the latter bave the support
ai the Irash membens an the House ai Coanmons, but the
Noncanfoîmist and Printan sentiment ai the people lias
ta, be reckaned with. I prcdict that the next twventy-
live years will, religiously speakiaig, be a criaical period
in Englisb history. The H-igh Cburch Party are
dettrmined ta leave no stane uinturned ta bîing in the
regime ai priestism ; but there is a puritan sentiment
aniongst the people which, wvhen araused, wvill give a
gaod accaunt ai itself."

In describing municipal lufe in England Dr. Cliflord
said there was a high standard ai bonar maintained and
they did not know much about conîupt practices by
public bodies. Ontario's systemn he gneatly admired,
and earnestly haped tlaat Canada would not fallaw the

i
footsteps of the United States iii erccting colossal
mîinopolies. In that country, tlîougbi religion and
politics are free ; but industry as stili in the feudal suite.
IThe United States, lit this late day, is stili feudalized,

industrially speaking. 'l'lie contrast bettveen the
wealthy corporation and the nîassezi dependent upon it
for the righit ta labor is apallingly sharp." He forsees a
uanie wbien the wage %ystern wil have to give place ta
collectivisin. Il Not immiediately, of course. It toak
centuries ta abalibh feudalisrn iii Europeaa counitries,
at miay take centueles yet ta abolisbi the 'vage syâtemi.
But abolîshcd 1 think st wiIl be. "

DISAPPOINTMVENT.
il'. IENIRY iiEcKWivTii, Ni AN.

The first Jeep impression af the (!niseen Power
cornes ta many fram disappointmnenr. A yauing nian af
brains and industry is apt ta fancy that he can arrange
bis owvn carcer. Like the youth ivha met St l'hilip
Neri and made sa artless a Jisclasure af bis bapes, he
lias the %vhole route nîapped aut fromi stage ta stage.
The plan ai campaign sems ta promise certain victary.
Each step on the ladder appears inevatabie. Then, alter
part ai the scheme bias been successfully carried out,
there cames an astonishing failcare. A step in the
ladder suddcnly gives wvay. Met ail he seenis ta require
and ta insure success ; ail tbe conditions are there, and
notbing bias been lorgatten. Natbing, that is ta say,
but GodI

A VXAiA .tiIISSION.

Tbe yauing scbemer bias leit aut ai bis accaunit a
trernendous factor. God bas flot been 'l in aIl bis
tbougbts." He lias said, Il I wiIl do this, 1 will win
tbat other ; liard work will do it ; brains will do it."
And he has put forth his utmost powvers, such as bave
commanded reward on former occasions. But the
Unscen Iland steals out af darkriess, and thrusts back
the eager, confident aspirant ; nay, perhaps burls him
ta tbe ground. Then he lies bruised and beaten, and,
above*all, perplexed Wbat bas done it? be asks, s3till
refusing ta think ai any but niaterial causes. He goes
over the facts again and again. I was the best
student, yet anotber bas taken the medal. 1 was tbe
strongest candidate, but niy rival bad a large majority.
1 nevc r worked barder or betrer an my life, and 1 shoit/d
have gat it I Everybody said 1 was sure ta succeed.
It is perfectly inexplacable." And s0 onl, perbaps for
wveeks or miontbs, wvitb tbe heavy acbing sense of
undescrved failure. It as a comman mistake ta tbink
that a beaten man feels better wbien he can assure bam-
self that be ougbt ta have wvon. Alas, Ilhcrc is just tbe
sting! To hear from ail arotand youi tbat you were
certainly the most deserving applicant for same post
whbich you bave flot gaiaaed, is thizt a consolation ? Is
at flot rather a deep woundP E ven Sbakespeare inay
be resptectfully challenged bere--

"'Ti@ not an inortsa to commiand maiccese;
But we'it do more. Semnproniue. w,,'Jl deserve it."

Is it really n'oreP Is menit more consolatory than
success ? Tbe successiul man nt ail events wvili fot
grudge such comfort. But sur.dy, ta bave lost a thing
wvbich you deservcd ta win, and whicb, therefore, wvas
by aIl rules af justice yours, fuIs tbe mmid witb bitter
amazement. A yauing man tbus tried is apt ta rush
anto cheasn cynicism, and vex ail wbo are bis best iriends
hy exhibitions ai temiper and petuilant conceit. And
there i%~ nothing sadder than tbe disappainted mari wvbo
mopes and grumibles away the rest ai bis lite. Let nie
add, tbere is alsao natbing more tedioti,, even ta one'%
deare-,t, tban such incessant complaimns. If yau wish
people ta fiee away irom you as a bare, if yoti wvould
have smiles die away lit tbe sigbit af yaaur discontentcd
face, thcn bie a grumbler atnd a cynic.

Tii nî'n V CE, Aî.-:îîL a
But there is a hetter way than this. Let disappoint-

m~ent lend us ta God, by reminding us that wc are in
I-lis bands, flot in aur own. This would be a" pence.
able fruit " ta grow upon tbc branches oi a heaten lufe.
XVben wve fe] the irm banc! rcpulsing ta'; fronm some
desire that wvas dear ta us, let u.s instantly rccognizo it
as the I-and ai God. AuJ then wvc shall nat resist wbat
we knaw ta lie the Irresistible. \Ve shall fot stanîd
angrily amaze(l and bitter ai beart ; but wve ha Il
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