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between the old fatnous credulity and emancipation, than for any
valuo they will possess to thoso who are already freathinkors, for
tostho former anything should be accoptablo which tends to show
tho 1apid broadening of thought even in somo of the high places of
orthodoxy, They indicato also the line of reflection nlong which
wo, who ave free, have ndvenced to freedom, and point it out as
the high-road which is open to all,

I now proceed to discuss the article in tho Britisk Quarterly
Review, reproduced in the New York Eelectic for October 1876,
I mentioned in the January issue of this Journal, and which I
propose to make my text.

This article Legins ns follows :—*¢ Before the end of the last
century geology hardly oxisted us o science; and an inquiry as to
the ago of the world would have been nnhesitatingly answered hy
tho assertion that the earth was erccted in six days, 4004 years
before tho birth of Christ. Though further research has shown
that tho sacred toxt bears no such interpretation, thoso copies of
tho Authorized Version of the Bible, which are onriched with
notes and marginal vefcronces, still keop up tho formal
assertion.”

T will only pause here to point ov* to the admiration of the
dovout, tho profound roverenco of nur Roviewer for the Bible—a
reveronco so deep that hie i3 unable to speak even of the ¢ autho-
rized version ” of it excopt with eapitals, and to remark (*and my
languago is plain”) that X veuture to think we shall presently sce
that tho “sacrod text” bears, in point of fict, no other interpre-
tation whatover, nothwithstanding the research so jauntily
alluded to, and that our writers assumption is only one of a con-
siderable number of deliberate and impudont misrepresentations—
¢t which the same I am freo to maintain.”

I now beg particular attention to the following quotations {rom
an article in the Canadian Monthly for January 1877, from the
pen of nne of Canada's profoundest thinkers, W. Lo Sueur, and
that thoy will bear it well in wiad throughout the porusal of these
articles. T know nothing more delicious than its polished and
keen cdged satire.

« And now whore are wo? Is it not the case that science, so
feuhlo once in comparison with the atrong prepossessions o1 instine-
tive heliefs of mankind—science, which formerly but picked up the
crumbs which fell from the table of human reason, while motaphy-
sics and theolozy lorded it at the board—science that was porse-
cuted and cast out in the porsons of its early professors, its Rogor
Beacons, Galilleos, and Brunos—science, 1n which men saw no
beauty or promiso that they should desire it—is it not true that
this stone, which the tuilders rejected, hias becomo almost the
head of the corner in the edifico of our civilization? Upon what
aro tho eyes of all men waiting, but upon scienco to heal their
diseases, and oven cleanse their iniquities? Is it not true that
theology itself—I speak now only of what you all know ag well
as I—is looking to science to place & truo interpretation upon its
records. ‘Describe to us) say the theologians, ‘tho physical
history of tho carth, and whatever you can satisfactorily provo,
that we shall accept as the true sense of the Mosaic record, no
matter what verbal difficulties may stand in tho way. You have
shown us that wo must no longer talk of a six days’ work in
creation ; wo quite accept your amendment, and shall be prepared
to give our beat coasideration to any others you may propose.
As 500D 28 you are quite suro about tho doctrine of evoiution, wo
think we shall bave no difficulty in finding that, too, in a mannoer,
outlined in cur record.

+ This is an honor to which science, in ita carlicr stages nover
Jooked forward. It hoped to unravel progrussively tho mysteries
of naturv ; but it nover expected to bo called in to assist in the
task of Bible exegesie. Times have changed since tho inventor
of tho teloscopo fell into tho hands of the tormentors for bis
speculations on tho solar system ; or, coming dowa much later,
since Buffon was compolled to pen u very humblo rotractation
of cortain crrors which tho doctors of the Sorbonne sseerted they
had discovercd in his * Systimo dc Ia Nature.” Had he lived in
the prosent day ho might havo corrected the orrors of the
doctors,”

Tho cutting irony placed in the mouths of the theologians is
vory keon and bitter, aud, writhe as thay may, they cannot escajpo
it.

It would, however, be scarcely justice to Mr. Lo Sueur, to
rofrain from udding to the abovo quotation the noble words which
follow, Speaking of tho position and duties of the sciontific
teachors in 4 splendid perotation, he says, “ Ho should dwell upon
the great truth thut emancipation from error means responsibility
for a higher modo of life ; nud that, if it do not resnit in this it is
valuoless, if not worse than valueless, in causiug truth to be evilly
spoken of."

I shall now, in order to place the reader on a basis frora which
ho will be enablod to form a competent judgement of the relative
positions of scienco and theology, lay before him, very nearly in
the words of the Quarlerly Reviewer himself, a briof but clear
explanation of what is called the « Nebular Hypothesis.” Tho
inception of this theory, which it has become tho fashion to aseribo
to Laplace, is in reality duo to Sir Wm. Herschel ; but Laplaco
gavo to it, by mathematical demonstration, 80 clear & presumption
of more than probability, that it constitutes at tho present day tho
crecd of tho most advanced science as to the mode of formation of
the solar systom. There is indeed, about it, that strong appeal of
verisimilitude to the cultivatad understanding, which carries with
it a conviction of its truth even to the unscientific mind,

It is supposed that a film of vaporous watter filled up a space
oxtending beyond that which is now bounded by the orbit of the
outermost planct. It is assumed that this nebula pessessed a
rotary motion round its centre of gravity, and that the parts
of it which wero situated at tho limits where tho cen-
trifugal force exactly counterbalunced the attractive force of tho
contral nucleus were abandoned by the  ..racting inner mass.
Thus, as the nucleus became more and more denso under the action
of gravity, were formed a succession of rings, concentric with, and
revolving round, the centre of gravity. Each ring would brenk
up into masses which would be endowed with motions of rotution,
and would in consequenco, assume a spheroidal form. These
masses formed the several planets, which, in their turn condensing,
cast off, in some instances their outlying rings, as had been dono
by tho central mass, and thus formed the satellites wnich attend
tho planeta. As each planet was in turn cast off, the central
mass necessarily contracted itself within the orbit of that last
formed ; till, after casting off Mercury, it gathored with immense
energy round its own centie, and formed the sun. It may
further bo useful to remeruber that, whilo the operation of gravita-
tion in a rovolving mass of attennated mantter, cuntracted and
condensed it, the rotary motion generatod that intense heat, winch
mado the carth of s1d & molten spheve tortured with furious con.
vulsions, and which keops Satwrn and Jupiter in tho same state
to-day.—(Zo be continuods)

Tho Rev. Mr. Buckloy, of Stamford, Conu., was recently ar
rainged before a criminal court charged with conspimcy, in pro-
curing by ways that ave dark, the conviction of certain violators
of the Exciso law of his country. In justification of "is conduct,
Buckloy cited the Scriptures in his defence, declaring that be
could produco twonty-fivo cases from the Old Testament and five
from tho Now Testament in which decoption was used to further
tho ends of God. The inferenco he sought to draw from this fact
wag that tho ond justifies the means, and that lying for a good pur-
poso i3 not & sin, bnt a laudable virtne. Tho exigencios of lifo re-
quiro that, abovo all things, we rely on truthfulness, and in prac-
ticing and apologizing for lying, men like Mr. Buckley strike &
blow at society itself.—Exchange.

Mr. Buckloy can easily prove that {ho biblo commends Iving and
doceit when practiced in tho fertheranco of religion and for the
glory of ¢ God,” but wo say, 50 much the worse for tho bible.
It is timo for tho cirilized world to consign & book teachiug such
immoral doctrines to oblivion ; or at most to place it in the samo
category as tho mythologics of ancient Greaco und Rowme.  Follow-
ing its precopts or examplo tends to injustico nud immorality.—
Ep. JouaxaL.



