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To i Tiddtor of the Prostyierion Wilness.
THE TANNA EARTHQUAKLS.
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In et week's Witness, inan article on
Remarkuble carth Convulsions, you refer
to those on ‘Fanna. New Hebrodes,  Der-
baps the particulars contajned in the
follm\nw extract from a letter of my
gister’s, may prove interesting to your
readeis:

Porrt Resorvrion, Tanya,
May 29th.

ovas o danuary Ioth that we had
ihe first great vaithquuke. For several
do: < previvus we had felt a number of
shebt shocks, but on this morning at
seven o'clock weexperienced such a
sl oas we never knew of betore.  fhe
plister cracked and fell ali about our
house, and [ expeet that if the building
had been made of sione, instead of being

UAD.

Castrotg weather-boarded dwelling, the
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da+ re would have been great.  On the
Cteside of the harbor a lar e portion
¢ he celitf at the entr m\c was thrown
frward into the gea, which caused such
g comnoion in the waves that they rose
to o+ height of 40 teet und dashed over
the Land.  The water came sw eeping in

“around the Bay, carring oft bnats, canoes
- and every thmrv within twelve feet of the

shore. Un the other side for several
miies the Yand was fearfully rent, and the
sulphur is streaming up in all divections.
The land also rose about 20 feet. On
Felarary 14th we had another severe
wvarthquage, when the lund again rose 12
feet, and some immense stones were
thrown up at the entrance over which
ships could once sail.  Ancther earth-
guake since has raise-d the land a few
more feet. The result is that the Ba

very muchk contracted both inside and at
themouth  The Dayspring did not ccme
in here, and we do not expect to see her
very often in the Bay after this. Besides
these we had a number of slighter shocks,
and indeed they have not \et ceased, al-
though not so frequent as durm«* the first
tWo months ot the year. It has beeu a8
trving time.  The natives were as alarm-
ol as we were, for they have no tra-
diction of anything of this kind having
weurred before.  Indeed earthquakes al-
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weays very slight here and it was sup-
posed that the voleano acted &s a kind ok
safety valve, but this year it certuinly has
made matters worse. [ have now seem
some wonders that [ do not care to have
repeated. I would not chose again to
stand on my verandah and watch the
land rising out of the sea.  As yet I have
not crossed over to see the changes
wrought, I have been quite contented
with witnessing them at a distance, but T
hear that this new shore has a very
strange appearance. To walk on it is
like walking on the bottom of the sea.
Mr. Neilson has brought over some very
odd picces of coral. They are quite
curjo~ities, but are too large to send
anywhere.

It is with deep feeling of gratitude that
I think ot the safety and comfort we have
been kept in during all those disturbance
of pature. Not a life has been losk
There used to be a village at the spoy
where the sea did most da mage, but it
had been left some time before. Had it
been still inhabited. the people would
bave heen all sweptaway. On the other
side three villages were broken up, as
the ground is too much cracked to make
the p]ace comfortable to live in. Yom
can imagine what my sensations arc now
when an carthquake occurs! Theslight-
est shake quite upsets me.

LIVING AND DYING FAITH.
From a Sermou.

My friends, I have shown you Christ
and made you to see the object of his
mission. You all see what it was; and
the object of Christ sbows us what should
be the object of the Christian. “ The
dizciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his lord” What Christ
lived for, we, who profess to have Christ
in us, the hope of glory, must live for.
The object, then, of the Christian’s life,
your ohject and mine, my brother and
sister. is to save the lost. This ubjeet



