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tian union, if it can bc brouglit about
without sacrifice of principle, is surcly
aise a good tlîing,. It deserves somne

sacrtic alo. t is a fini, tlîing to be
truc to principle ; but it is a fluier thing
stili te sacrifice peronal or party scru-
pIes in the vicw of a common Christian
good. It is obviouis tlîat the abolition of
Patronage bas not reinovcd thie chief
obstales of the Fre Churcb-as a
Chutreli-to reuinion wvith the E"stablislh-
cd Churchi. But if tiiere are those with-
in the Free Church wvho think that inuchl
bas heen donc to remove tiiose obstacles
-who, in fact, can barely sec thein any
longrer froni theîr point of view-it is
hardly hccoining ou% the part of miembers
of the Establishecd Clitirch to flout the
reverse of thuis in their face. 'Every mian
shotuld et credit for lus convictions; and
if thîcie wée two or thîrce, or lialt-a-
dozen, Free Clîurclî ninisters te signify
their ivishi tojoin the Establislied Chiurcli
since the abolition of Patronage, tlîcy
are, upon any ground of f.tiriiesz,' just as
inueh entitled te hionesty and credit,
frein their point of view, as those ivho
ebstinatel>' refuse to join. It is a pre-
vailinu but fitllaciotus iethat lionc.sty
and Iiip'li-mindcessf are more associatedl
with obstinacy in înaintaining a posi-
tion once taken up, than in yielding a

P osition ivlien it is seen te be tintenable.
othing eould be more reasonable, there-

fore, thian te open a wav for the lionour-
able rcturn of any Frei Clîureh ninister
who ma>' possibly wisli te rcturn te the
National Churcli, if tlîîs could bo donc
consistently with the Church's constitu-
tion and cligni.ty. The Cbiurch lias pass-
cd in its day Acts of exclusien. Thiese
rnay have been nccessary in tlîeir time.
But there is a time also for Acts of in-
clusion, and especially in referecc te
those wlio have received the saine edii-
cation as bier present ministers, and been
ordained b>' tlîese who have gotie out
frei lier pale. Tlie Il Overture and lui-
terimi Act on the admission of iMinistcr-s
of othier Preshyterian Chîîrchîes " con-
tein plates tluis ebject. iNomriutister %vlat-
ever who luuias efreceived arieducalion
the sarne a.s that received lnj our otcr ?n .n-
ister.ç, and been ordained in the iiaie
inaaner, can bc adinitted under tlîis Act.
It nîay reniain inoperative. But an Aet
of eodipielensien se reasonable and wcll-
fouîîded-evcn shoulit it Iead te ne re-

quits wliatever-is yet creditable to the
Chiurcli, hoth to its Chîristian spirit and
its constitutional breadth and freedomi of
action.

Mie oîîly remnaining portion of the
Assemibly provedinigs wlîich deserves
mention at prescrnt is thc Overture sent
dowyn te Prsycisancut the Sub-
seription of IIrste ilie Conifesqsion of
Faith. This Overture %vas agreed te be
tranismitted utnalniriously. It opens up a
Mnost important suhject, which it is te be
hopcd ivill bc califfly and fully dis usscd.
It is the result of the labour of a ceni-
inittee on the EIlerslîip iich lias work-
cd diligently for soine years. It dlaims,
as- such, respect fui eonsideration. It is
intended to mneet grave diffieulties which
cannot be long ignored. This intention
shouild secuire it, if' not fromn argument
and opposition, yet front niere c'avil or
unreasoning rejection. J. T.

Wbat are the Real Foes of the
Chistian Cause?

DY TUE REV. D. MACRAE.

Continuing bis interesting lectures. ist
Cor. xii. 1-6, on last Sabbatî, the 11ev.
D. Macrae said, we have seen wvhat
wcre the principal cause of the agitation
cxisting- in the church, te wvhich this
epistle Z, vas addresscd ; what fircd zeal,
stimulated fervor, workedl eniergy, and
creatcd a litè amnong its miembers, whichi
they mnistook for religion, but which was
really the leverishi life of an envy and
a dissension that tendered to thecir ruin.
They wcre aniniated, not by love te
Christ-lis namne ivas not a rallying
centre of peace and good order-but a
war cry of strife aiid party feeling.
Thecy werc banded togetbier not by sor-
ro'v at the actual evils existing in the
world around thern. No. Tliey wcre
letting- the spirit of that wvorld pervacle
their ranks, wvhilc they were busily en-
gaged in inagnifying tic differcuces be-
twcen sect and secet.

IIlow îs it in our day ? WVhat, in our
time, excites the liveiicst interest ef mien
in questions bearing upon uîiorality, re-
ligion, and the hicher life of our race?
15 it sorrew and sliame at thc dlegrading
habits of vice, and the actualities ef,
crime that occur from day, to day in our
couninunities? Are %ve, as Christians
b>' profession, concernied vcry deepl>'


