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yet to be written. Lord Campbell had
too often felt the superiority of his great
Contemporary to deal with him fairly.
On the other hand the Autobiography is
Permeated by the vanity of the author,
Who is inclined to magnify his own
Services, and to give himself credit on
Svery occasion for the purest intentions.
In the Greville Memoirs we meet with
Brougham in many situations, dignified
and  degrading, great and small, from
Which we may gain some new insight
ito his extraordinary character. We
are reminded also, and very painf ully,
that in this world the loftiest enthu.
Siasm may be marred by selfish ambition :
that philanthropy may exist beside per-
%onal animosity.: that the most splendid
8enius may stoop to intrigue: and the

ughtiest self-esteem humble itseif to
Sordid considerations.

Mr. Greville thus describes his impres-
8ions of Brougham after meeting him for
the first time :—

*“Brougham is certainly one of the most re-
Markable men I ever met ; to say nothing of
“hat he is in the world, his aimost childish
8uiety and animal spirits, his humour mixed
“ith sarcasm but not ill-natured, his wonderfa
Bformation and the facility with which he

ndles every subject, from the most grave and
%vere to the most trifling, displaying a mind

Ul of the most varied and extensive information
“d 3 memory which has suffered nothing to
eape it I never saw any man whose conversa-
tion fmpressed me with such an idea of hissuperi-
OTity over all others. As Rogerssaid the morning

18 departure, ‘This morving Solon, Lycurgus,

®Mosthenes, Archimedes, Sir Isaac Newton,

d Chesterfield and e great mauny more have
8one away in one post-chaise.’”

Of the vast and almost universal range
of Brougham’s knowledge Mr. Greville
23 recorded some curious illustrations.
OWell Buxton was entertaining a distin-
Buisheq party and treating them to an
Pection of his brewery. There were
Ple waiting to explain everything,
bug Brougham took the explanation of
Ye whole business into his hand the

mode of brewing, the machinery, down to
the feeding of the cart-horses, and when
the account books were produced, he en-
tered into a dissertation on book-keeping.
On another occasion he went with some
people to the British Museum, where all
the attendants were in readiness to re-
ceive them. He would not let anybody
explain anything but did all the honours
himself. At last they came to the col-
lection of minerals, when it was expected
that he would be brought to a stand-still.
Their conductor began to describe them,
when Brougham took the words out of
his mouth, and dashed off with as much
ease and familiarity as if he had been a
Buckland or a Cuvier. In truth it would
have been difficult to discover a subject
about which he did not know something.
At an early age he had turned his atten-
tion to the natural sciences, and no doubt
fancied that he might bave rivalled
Newton in that field. At the age of 18 he
wrote an essay on the Properties of Light,
which was printed by the Royal Society.
At a later day he contributed ar-
ticles to the Edinburgh Review, upon the
same and kindred subjects. His inquir-
ing mind had led him to attend medical
lectures, and this enabled him to com-
ment learnedly in the Review on * A new
method of performing Lithotomy.” He
is even credited with an article on
“Chinese Music,” a subject which was
once hit upon to test the universal know-
ledge of Whewell. But the man who
takes all knowledge for his sphere must
not hope to reach the highest elevation
in any particular branch. Brougham
might have been great as a scientist, a
statesman, an author, a lawyer. His
restlefs ambition would not be content
with fame in any one of these voca-
tions: he tried to be great in all but
failed of attaining the first place in any.
We must admit the correctness of the
judgment which Mr. Greville passes upon
him.



