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PROFESSION INSUFFIGIENT.

Profession of religion and union with soine brancli of tie, visiblo
cliurcbi are sornewhat popjilar aets i these days. lime was whien
such was not the case; for instance, i the days of thec aposties, dur-
in- the years of ancient persecutien, and ixn the eariier periods of
Metlîedisii. Thenl, as a geîrl me, profkssion was sinccere and vital
religion wvas enjoyed. rillît soine ivere dcceived, others inistaken, and
that a f'ew even ini those imnes, made a cloak ofireligion from sinlister
motives or te secure unworthy objects, 1 have ne wishi te deîiy. Tliere
is, bowever, sufficient rensoîî te justify the belief that L'le vast înajority
of priefLssors wvere rea-l Cbristiaiis, and whlî unitedl witli the churcli frein
a sense of obligation as wveIt as of privîlege. Thecir sincerity ani their
reli.riolis principles ivere alike subjected te a stern and painfuil test.
'.hey had te pass tbroughi a, fiery ordeal, te sustain whichi they requir-
ed ne ordinary degree of* gmace. In tirnes of tribulation and peril,
when spoiling cf goods was te be eudured and life itself was eîîdan-
gered, tlicy ivle lhad net tlîat grace easily reiionneed( their profession
and abjured confiideracy with the follewers cf the despised Nazarene.

Timhes now -are greatly ch qanged, wvhetlîer for tAie real advaîîîtagch cf
Christianîty every one miust fbrui his own opinion. The daniger at the
present day is that peî'sofls may content tliemseives w'ith merely jein-
ing the clhurch. and mnakiiig a religions profession, -%hlilst destitute cf a
change cf lieart or a saving interest iii Christ. The aets referred te,
are ratlber fishionable than otberwise. To beleng te the cbutrchi and
avowv oneseif a Christiant is net the way at least te sink i public es-
timation, but rather tends te secure a ebaracter. Christianity is se far
respecteui by wvorldfly ii, that whiere a po'rson is believed te be a sin-
cere p)rofesser cf it, tlîey are disposed te rugard him favorably,-to
heM bhirn in estimation as eue actv.atcd by the purest and most benevo-
lent priîiciples.

This circumstance, doubtless, lias led some, 1 will net say many, te
assuýie, thie naie wlîile devoid cf the genuie citaracter cf christian;
and as ministers cannet read the bieart, they have admitted sncb1, on1
application, te tAie privileges cf the churcli in goed fatitl, cbaritably
believing theun te be, ail their profession implies. A sifting time, hiow-
over, is yet te cerne. Tlîey wvill eventually have te deal wvitli oee
whose eyes like flames of firo penetrate the heart, and ivlio cannot be
deceived.

Members of the churcli should judge tlîemselves lest they Le judged
by the Omnisciont One. Tibere is a great necessity for every pro.
fesser cf religion te Ilexamine" hîimself, whetlier lie be, in the faith.
Let ne eue deceive lîimself, or allow himnself te Le deceived. 'éIf any
man have net tîme Spirit of (Jbrigt, lie is none cf his." "Except a man
be bora again, lie cannot see thec kingdom cf God." leader, lîow is it
ivitli thee Y~ Hast thon flicI "root cf the mnatter" in tlmy bieart, or hast
thon a "nauie te live whilst thou art dead V" Hast thou now faith in
Christ 7Hast thon grace in thy seul ? Art thon hîappy iu God, the
Spirit testifying te thy spirit timat timon art lis child ? Art thou sure
thon hast pàssed from death unto life, and that new, at thls moment,


