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earnestuesa inguiving, What must I do to
be saved ? Is that the answer whichGod's
word returns to such a question ? Was
it an answersuchas thatwhich madeDavid
sing of the blessedness ot the man whose
trahsgresion is forgiven, whose sin is co-
vered? Was it with an answer such as
that that the apostle Paul spoke peace to
the jailor at Philippi, when he said to him
any Silas,  Sirs, what must Ido to be
mved 7' Assuredly not.  The good that
was showed to the jailor, was the Saviour
who hath “ suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring usto
God” “The good in which Davil was
made to rejoice, was the grace of him who
could wash him throughly from his ini-
quities and cleanse him from his sin. It
was this good that was made known to
fallen Adam, when he heard of the seed
of the woman that was to bruise tke head
of the serpent. This was the good on
~vhich Abrabam’s goul reposed, as he be-
lieved on him who justifieth the ungodly.
The whole system of the ceremonial law
was a shadow of that good, the body of
which is Christ. Of him, this very pro-
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may have foolishly tuought, does the
gospel relieve him from its authority, It
sets before him indeed & way of accept-
ance before God, through the righteous-
ness of that Savidur who has both obey-
ed the precept and endured the penalty,
haviug become “ obediant unto death,
even the death of the cross;” but it is
not in ovder thal, being thusaceopted, he
may with impunity continue in the viola-
tion cf this law. On the contrary, the
salvation which it reveals is a boly salva-
tion—it is a salvation from sin. Christ
“gave himself for us, that he might re-
deem us from all iniquty, and purify
unto himself’ a peculiar people, zealous
of good works.” The faith that unites
the sinner to the Saviour is a faith that
})uriﬁes the heart, and works by love —
The Jove of God shed abroad in the
heart inclines to the duties of new obedi-
ence. 'The grace of' God commuincated
ta the soul strengthens for this obedience.
The light of the gospel, in all its dispen-
sations, enforces every duty by the con-
straining argument “ Ye are bought with
a price, therefore glorify God in your

phet had spoken in the second verse of body, and in your spirit, which are

the preceding chapter,when be said, “But
thou,Bethlebem Ephratah,though thou be
little among the thousands of Judab, yet
out of thee shallhe come forth unto me that
is to be Ruler in Israel ; whose goings
forth have heen from of old, from ever-
lasting” The words of this first clause;
thérefore, are  complete and appropri-
ate answer to the preceding questions.—
‘They point to the Saviour. At the same
time, they do so in such a way ag isfitted
1o rebuke these backsliders for their ig-
norance with respect to that which had
been so {requently set before them § and
to send them back to those ordinances
which they could nat neglect withouten-
tdaugering their own souls.

aving thus directed them to the Sa-
viour, the prophey still farther reminds
them of the return which God expects
for so great a benelit: and now * what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, to love merey, and to walk hum-
bly with thy God ?” ¢« 'Che law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just,
and goot.” By the very terms of his
being, as a moral creature, man is, and
must ¢ver be, under the authority of this
law, as 4 rule of duty. Having trans-
gressed it, ‘and incurred its condemna-
tion, he cannot now obtain a title to life
by bis own obedience toit. His failure
n this has not ‘in_the slightest degree
abatéd’its claim. Nor, whatever some

God’s” Thisis the argument with which-
God introduces the republication of the -
moral law to hischosen people at Mount
Sinai; 1 am the Lord thy Gad, which
have brought thec out of the land of
Eaypt, out of the house of bondage.”—
Thig is the argument the constraining
power of which had reached Dawid’s-
heart, when he exclaimed, (Ps. exvi. 12~
14), “What shall I render unto ths
Lord for all his benefits toward me? 1
will take the cup of salvaiion, and c-il
upon the name of the Lovd. I will pay
my vows unto the Lord now in the pre-
sence of all his people.” This was the
argument to which our Saviour referred,
when he said, “If ve love me heep my
commandments.”” This was the arau-
ment with which the apostle Paul entor-
ced every duty, when he said, (Rom. xii.
1), “ I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodics a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service.” Thisis the aroument, the
power of which the whole body of the re-
deemed acknowledge, when with the be=
loved disciple they exclaim ¢ Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own bload, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and his Fa-
ther; to him be glory and dominien for
ever avd ever, Amen.” .
How precious then is the light of ths



