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met of cutters, who would work on through the night; thus f'orming two gangs
called the Ilday aind night shiftf;;" the herse, drivers and viewers wcre almo
changed, so that there wns ne cessation from the Mond*y morning to the
Saturday niglit. A watchimon went througch the works ut night, and also on
Sundays.

We ohserved that -,tout trocs supported the roef ii many places ; so tint it
:tppcarcd, every cure and forethought were used te ensure the safety of the
workinen. WVc understood that only one or two desths had oceurred in the last
ton ycars, and very few accidents, which was surprising, coiisidering tlmt fri
two hundrcd to three hundred persons are employed in the Mine. Our
informant ceuki not teit how many accidents had oceurred since the first open-
ing of' thc M~ines, bis knowlodge only cxtending back te the time o? bis
coming to the wvorks.

The deputy-vîiewer now came up, and after handing hlmi the permit; lie
courtcously offered to show us the otiier parts of the Mines; but as wo under.
stood that all the workings were carried. on upon the sanie plan, and therefore,
to the oye of a stranger, quite imiila, 'we preferred remaining to see the
effeet o? the 41shot" or explosion o? gunpowder, which we learned we could
do %vitî .safiety, by retrcating round the corner o? thc gate-road or incline
road, uip ivhich ive had -Lqeended. Having drillod the hole upwards o? thrc
feet, and chargod it,--the viewer, ourselvos and two colliers, retired down the
gato-road, and the other one fired the match with bis common lump and then
.an and joincd us round the corner, occasionally peeping te ueS tint the match
was stili burning; prcsontly we houard a ivhiz, and thon a loud report likoe a
camion iinincdiatcly followcd, causing a great concussion in the air. Thc
ventilation being good, the smoke iras quickly dissipated, and ire iront to
examine the cifoot o? the "sghot;" it had donc good execution, for it lad blowa
down a block of coal about soven feet long, and bctween tliree snd four feet
square. This mass liad to lic broken iute smalcr lumps before it could bie londed
on the Skips, and they cstimuted that it would yield about one and a half
chaîdrons of coûls.

WVe niow bade our subterrancan Cicerone good bye, and accompanied the
viewer as ho continued bis rounds through the upper Bourd&. Me told us
the strongest discharge of gas, was from, Ilblowors"l in the lowest Bourds of
the deepest pit, as they irere the niost in advance lu the solid or unwrought
Sodl; and that in theai, the gas was oontinually forcing its way out through
the fissures o? the eai, and that irbore it came c A under the water in the
drini, the g&as causod the water te bablile up, as if it irere boiling in a pot.
Ho, hoever, showed us how they detected the presence o? the nozieus gas,
by lighting one d? the Davy lampe; and with a depresud wiek, and couse-
quontly sinail flamoe, hoe raised the lamp slowly up to tii, Iighest port of the rof
of one of the workings, irben instantly the whole o? the Iamp fllled witb a bIne

180 TRE PROVINCIAL


