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On-arriving at Cordova, where the court
at the time was rcsidin%. he found it almost
ampossible to obtain a bearing, This ke at
length nccoleishcd; but it was loug before
liv “coult make a sufficient inpression on
Ferdinand or his queen in order to second
his views, They referred his suit to a body
of learned professors, who luughed at lus
project, which they declared to be irreligious
und jinpious. g

‘lived out with waiting on thy pleasure of
the courtof Spain, and receiving a letter of
eneouragement from the court of France,
Columbus departed on a journey to  Paris,
taking in his way the friecndly convent at
Palos, whero he bad left his son ynder the
-eare of Juan Percz.  When hiseld friend
‘the prior saw Columbus once more at the

% yate of his monastery, after several years of
vain solicitation at court, he was deeply
aflected.  He entreated him by all means to
remain in the country. Iehad been father
confessor  to the queen, and thought he
might still exercise an influence over her
mind. ‘He aceotdingly proceeded to Santa
Te, where the sovereigns were in person
superintending the ticge of the -capital of
Granada. Perez obtained a ready access to
the queen. Ile laid beforo her the proposi-
tions of Columbus with freedom and:elo-
quence.  Jsabella was moved with .the
grandenr of the project. ‘The principles
wpon:which it was founded, the advantages
that would result from its success,and tho
elory it would shed upon Spain, were for
the first time represented to ber in their
true colors.  She promised ber patronage to
the undertaking.

it was now only necessary toagree upon
the term2.  Columbus would listen only to
princely conditions. A meaner spirit, after
years of unisuccessful toil, povorty, and dis-
appointoment, would have been glad to seeure
the assistance of the sovereigns, on such ar-
rangements as their own' liberality might
dictate. But ‘Columbus proposed his own
rewards and honors, and would consent to no
other, He demanded them as if he were
already successful, and aware of the extent
and importarice of his diseoveries. The
court were - eventually obliged to grant that
lietshould be admiral on theocean, and enjoy
-all the privileges and honors allowed to the
high admiral of Castile ; that ho should be

~overnor over all the countries he might-

iscover ;. and that he should veserve to him-
sclfone-tenth of all pearls, precious stones,
gold, silver, and articles of merchandise, in
whatever manner obtained, within his admi-
ralty. They also allowed that he should ap-
pointjudges in all parts of Spain trading to
those countries; and that on this voyage,
and: at all other times, he should contribute
an eighth part of the expense, and receivo
an cighth part of the profits. _These articles
of agreement were signed by Ferdinand and
Isabella, at the city of Santa Fe, on the 17th
of April 1492. Threc caravels, or -very
small vessels, iittle better than decked boats,
were procured at Palos, and. orders given

that they should be manned and provided.

with all cate and diligence. There were
still difficulties before commencing the voy-
age, that it required-all the perseverance of
Columbys to overcome, It was almost im-
possible to prevail upon-any seamen to en-
rage in the undertaking. The royal order
in-respect to-the fitting out of the caravels
was peremptory 3 but weeks-passed, and. it
still remained without any- thing-being done,
‘Che old sailors who had passed most of

their Jives upon the water, shirunk from the
enterpriss with horror. It shocked all tho
notions that had been entertained so longin

discovered land. There had been a reward
prowised by the kininnd queen to theiuan
who should first make t{his discovery ; and

respect to tho formation of the earth, and  cach of tho vessels wasstriving very eagor-

the extent of the occan. New, orders were
issucd by the court, and officers were appoint-
ed to press ships and scamen into the ser-
vice of Columbus, This measure occasioned
a.great deal of disputing and confusion, but
led to no important result. At length a rich
and adventurous navigator, naméd Alonzo
Pinzon, cawme “forward, and intérested him.
sclf vory strenuously in the expedition,
His assistance was effectual, Ho owned
vessels, and had many seamen in his employ,
and conseqnontly possessed great influence.
Ho and his brother Vicente Pinzon dster
mined {o take commands, and sail with
Columbus. Their example had a great effect
they persuaded their velations and -friends
to om{:ark with them, and the vessels wore
ready for sea within & month after thoy bad
thus engaged in their equipmont.

We now find Columbus on the ove of his
first grand expedition, which was to result
in the discovery of* the American continent
and islands, The simple scaman'of Gened,
whom the ignorant derided as a fool, and
philosophers neglected as an impostor, after
f'cars of poverty and disappointment; had at
engthobtained theobject of his unwearied
solicitations; and was going forward witha
calm ‘and dignified assurance of success.
\hat unspeakable joy must have filled his
heart, as the little caravel in fvhich be sailed
was leaving the shores of Spain -in -the dis-
tance, stretching forward into-that dim and
unexplored ocean, fromn whose shadows he
was to reveal new dominions for his country
and a new world for Europe!

Columbus and his companions sailed from
the bar of Saltes, a small island in front of

’»

,Jy to got abicad, and obtain the promiscd re-

compense. As they found nothing of the
land the Nina had made signals Tor, the
admiral shifted his courso, about cvening,
towadrds tho west-south-west with a determi-
nation to sail two days in that direction,
Tle reason for making this change was
from watching tho flight of the birds. Tho
‘Portuguese had discovered most of their
jslands in this manner, and Columbus
noticed that the flocks which passed them all
flew from the north to the south-west. IHo
inferred from this that land was situated in
that quarter. Afier sailing n day or two,
thoy fourid the air as soft as that of Seville,
in April, and so fragrant that it was deli-
cious to breathe it. The weeds appeared very
fresh, and many land birds wore taken. The
men, howaver,.had lost all foith in any signs
of land. They did not cease to murmur and
complain, “The admiral encouraged them
in the best manner he could, répresenting
the riches they were about to acquire, and
adding, that it wasto no purpose to com-
plain; for, having come so far, they had
.nothing to do but to- continue, till, by the
assistance of heaven, they should -arrive at
the Indics. *

On the §1th of October, they met: with
-signs of land that could not be mistaken,
and all- began toregain spirita and confidence.
The crew of the inta saw n cane and. a log.
They also picked up a stick, which appeared
to have been carved with an iron instru-
ment; a small board, and abundance of weeds
that-nad been newly washed from the banks.
The crew of the Nina saw other similax
signg, and found, besides, a branch of a thorn

the town of Huelva, ecarly on the mornin

full of red berries. Convinced by these to-

of the 3d of August 1492, They- divected ' kens of the neighborhood of land, Colum-
their course in n south-westerly dircetion | bus, after evening prayers, mads an address
for the Canary Islands. These they reach-! to hiscrew, reminding thém'of the merey of
ed; and after spending three‘or four weeks) God in bringing-them so long a voyage with

in repairing a damage 1n one of ‘the vessels,
and-taking in fresh supplies of wood, water,
and meat, set sail from 'the harbor of Gomera '
on the Gth of September. They steered'
their coiirse-directly west. ‘Ina few days!
they began to fall-in ~with what Columbus !
considered signs of land; such as quantitics
of green weeds, a live crab, flocks of birds,
and so forth; but all these signs of land con-
tinually failed, and tho crews were daily
more and more disposed to murmur against
tho admiral. The whole of the sailors in the '
litle fleet were a set of cowardly wretches,
who had by turns to be flattered and threat-
ened with punishment, tokeep them from
open rebellion. Provisions atlength were
falling short, and some of the wen-proposed
to throw Columbus into the sea, and- give
out-on their return'that he bad accidentally
fallen overboard.

The first land :that Columbus expoctéd to
meet -was Ulipango, which -had been placed!
by geographers - at the - eastern extremity of !
India. ~ This was ‘the name.given to_ the
3sland ‘now called Japan,'by’dlarco Polo,
the cclehrated Venctian traveller. The
most extravagant accounts of tho riches of
this country were--given by the writers of
‘that. age, -and ' the admiral was'anxious to
proceed directly thither. At sunrise on!
Sunday-the 7th of October;'the ‘Nina, which
had - out-sailed-the other-vessels, on account

‘of; her.swiftness, hoisted a flag at her..mast-
bead, and fired a gun as a signal of baving

lsucb fair weather, and- encouraging them

by signs that were every day pﬁxiner and
L)lainer. e repeated the instruetions he
ad given at the Canary Islands, that -when
they had sailed seven hundred’ leagues to
the westward without discovering land, they
should lie by from midnight t’xlf daybreak.
He told them that, as they had strong hopes
of finding land that night, every one should
watch in lus place; and besides the thirty
crowns a-year which the Spanish sovereigns
had promised fo the first discoverer, be
would give him a velvet doublet. ’
About ten o'clock -that cvening, while
Columbus was keeping an anxious look-out
from the top -of the cabin, he thought he
bekeld a light glimmering at a greatdistance,
Fearing that bis hopes might deceive him,
he called two of his companions to confirm
him. One of them came in season to observe
it, but the other was too late. It bad dis-
appeared. From this they supposed it might
be the torch of some fisherman, raised-up and
then suddenly dropped again. ‘They were
all confident of being near land. About two
o'clock in the morning, the Pinta gave sig-
nal of .Jand, which was first perceived by.a
sailor vamed Rodrigo de Triana. .
When the day appeared,-they pereaived
beforo them & large island, quitelevel, full
of -green trees. and delicious waters, and to
all appearance.thickly. inhabited. Numbers
of the people immediately.cllected together,
and ran down to theshore. They were very



