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9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves,
and two small fishes: but what are they among so
many ?

10 And Je'sus sald, Make the men sit down.
there was much grass in the place,
down, in number about five thousand.

11 And Je'sus took the loaves ; and when he had given
thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples
to them that were set down ; and likewise of the fishes
as much as they would,

12 When they were filled, he said unto his dise
Gather up the fragments that remain,
lost.

Now
80 the men sat

iples,
that nothing be

13 Therefore they gathered them together,
twelve baskets with the fragments of the
loaves, which remained ovel
had eaten,

14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle

and filled
five barley
rand above unto them that

General St

Between the miracle of the lnst lesson, and that which
weure now to consider, a whole year intervened, and

thie most active year of the Saviour's ministry. It was

passed entively in Galilee, throughont ever: purt of

which provinece Jesns i1ourm.=yud. teaching and working
he sent ol

miracles. Afterward, ut the twelve disciples to
visit the villages and cities, preaching the Gospel.  As
u result, the entire province was aroused to the highest
interest, und a general expectation was awukened that
the kingdom of God was now to appear. Also, the
passover was at hand, the third during the Saviour's
ministry, and the roads were thronged with people
going up to the annual feast at Jerusulem, Jesus de-
Eiring to escape the multitudes and to be alone for a
time with his disciples, sailed with them from Caper-
nuum toa secluded place near Bethsaidu at the head of
the luke. But the multitudes were eager to hear and
to gee him, and soon the little grass-covered plain_ by
the sea was dotted with men and women, at leust five
thousand in number, All day long they hung upon the

| that Jessus did, said, This is of a truth that P
should come into the world,

15 When Je'sus therefore pereeived that they would

| come and take him by foree, to make him a King, he
du’mmd again into a mountain himself alone,
6 And when even was now come, his disciples went
| down unto the sea,

17 And entered fnto a ship, and went over the sea to-
ward Ca-per’na-um.  And it was now dark, and Je’sus
Was not come to them,
blm And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that

ew.

19 80 when they had rowed about five and twe nty or
thirty furlongs, they see Je’sus walking on the sea, and
drawing nigh unto the ship+ and they were afiaid.

20 But he saith unto thewm, 1t is I3 be not afraid.

21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: end
immediately the ship was at the land whither they
went,

rophet that

atement,

Saviour’s words, forgetti

ng that the evening was nt hand,
und that the wilderness

around could furnish them with
uo food. But there wus One who felt thewr needs while
lhe{ forgot them, and provided for them. He fed them
with bread, after he had tunght them by hiswords, and in
the feeding showed at once s miracle and u purable: a
miracle in the manner of the supply, and a parable in the
gracious lessons which it s«nggested. The dull minds of
the people, however, fuiled to apprehend the subtle
teachings of the five loaves, and supposed that now day
of ense was about to dawn, and that they would hence-
forth be fed with bread from heaven, like their fathers
in the wilderness. They would have crowned Jesus
their king on the spot. and made him their leader ; but
he sent away his unwilling disciples first, und afterward
the multitudes. Then he climbed the mountain to calm
his disturbed spirit by prayer. In the darkness he saw
the disciples’ t tossed by a sudden storm. He
walked upon the waters to their relief, und led them to
the shore in peace.

Explanatory and Practieal Notes,

Verse 1. After these things,
the events of the lust lesson,
From Cupernaum, whi

A whole year after
Jesus went over the sea,
had been for a year the head-

quarters of his 18 he sailed with his disciples
uacross 1o the north-eastern border of the luke. 'The
sea of Galilee, A fresh-water lake, through which

the Jordan runs, It is fourteen miles long, nine wide,
and three hundred feet helow the level of the Medi.
terranean Sea. Which is the sea of Tiberias, A
clause ndded to exyluln the meaning to the Greek
readers of the Gospel, as Tiberias, on the south-western
shore, was the principal city upon the lake, and was
well known,

2. A great multitude followed him. Drawn to-
gether by the report of the disciples, who had Just re-
turned from a preaching tour in all parts of Galilee,
and increased by the fact that multitudes on their way
to the passover desired also to hear the famous prophet,
They saw his miracles. The purpose of the miracles
Wik mainly to attract notice and give Jesus the respe
ful attention of the people; only in a subordinate de-
gree to prove his J:
were diseawed, The

writer notes that it was euriosity
and a desire for physical henefit which drew the crowds
ufter desus, This explains why it was that so £00n
after this miracle the multitudes forsook him. (1) Note
onone hand the tender merey of Jesus, and his sympathy
Tor human woes, (2) Note on the other the selfishness of
men's héarts,

3, 4. Went up Into a mountain,

One of the hills
adjoining the small pl

X uin_of Butaila, near Bethsaidn,
Sat with his diseiples. He had taken them aside for
private instruction, but his plan was interrupted by the
coming of the multitude; so he went down to the plain
and tanght the people all day, The passover, a feast
of the Jews, Again an explanation. which would be
sary if John were writing for Jewish readers,
Passover commemorated the ** passing over "' of
the Isruelites’ houses in E; ypt: and was celebrated at
Jerusalem, Was nigh. John's gospel is very careful
I its notes of time. and thus enables us to fix most of
the events of Christ's life in chronologieal order,

3, 6. Saith unto Philip. Philip was a man of slow
sniritual understanding, who needed to be wrained in
his faith,  Whence shall we buy bread. Jesus felt

vine authority. On them that |

the needs of the people before they felt them them-
selves. This he sald to prove him.” To test his faith
ond to train it.  Knew what he would do. Jesus was
never overcome by circumstances. He had foreseen
the need aud provided for it. (3) So ll:ﬂ(rnlmml @ way
of salvation before sin eame into the world.

7. Philip answered him. If he had put the ques-
tion to John we can imagine how differently it would
have been answered; but Philip dwelt on thie plane of
sight, and spoke ns a practical man, who sees t lings as
they are. Two hundred pennyworth, * Two hun-
dred denaril." The denarius was n Roman eoin. worth
about sixteen cents, so that this would mean more than
thirty dollars of our money,

| 8,9, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, He was
! with John the first of the twelve to follow Jesus (John
| 1.40), und was a man of action, like hix brother: but
| unlike his brother worked with people one by one

rather than by preaching to them in u body. Every
| mention of Andrew refers to his bringing somebody to
Jesus, a good example for Christian workers. There
| Is alad here. The whole miracle turned upon a hoy,
| who had forethought enongh to bring his dinner with
| him. &) How much good a boy may do who puts him-
| #lf at the service of Christ!” Five barley loaves.
| They were thin cakes, not unlike pilot-biseuit, T'wo
shew,  Small fishes, probably salted, eaten us u relish
like dried herring,

10. Jesus said, He was fully conscions of his
power, and had a divine purpose in the mirnele, That
burpose, as he explained on the next day at the synn-
gogue, was to show himself us the bread of life. = Sit

lown, All things were to be done in order, and the
people were commanded to group themselves in con-
panies of fifty and a_hundred on the green grass, like
Hflower-beds." us Murk's picturesque words may be
translated. Mark 6. 40,

11, Jesus took the loaves, Before they were only
loaves, but tonched by the h: of the Muster they he-
come u royal feast,” Given thanks,
before menis was with Christ no mere for
munion with his Father. Distributed
Herein was a parable of the Gospel,
to his people, und they in turn g

Thanksgiving
m, but u com-
to the disciples,
which Christ gives
ve to their fellow-men.




