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sody iii ]is Latin verses. St. Colurnbcille, the apostie of Scotland,
,%vas the flrst to employ in Latin, trisyllabic: rime, wvell known in Irish
;tt tlî:mt timie (Sixth Cenitu!-y). His g reat coîîtemporary C*olumbanusiii,,
wlîo wvas probably thlen the nîost influential maan on the Continent,
introduced Irish final and alliteration rimes into lus Latin verses.
In the next ceritury the promninent Latin Irish poets SS. Ultan and
Cuinîîiain I-ot;t helpe<l to iI1creasC the popuilarity of rs prosnd-,
I n the poeims of SS. ()enguis an d Cuicimniie of the ciglit cent ury, -%V(
find alliteration, assonant and consonant rime iii sucli a perfect fashi-
ion, tit in the whole hiistory of versifiation, it is equalled c.nly by the
Munster Irish pocts of a thousand years later. Ltu ocueti

Eist 1w te nine of Sedulius Scotuis, of the nintli century, whose
Latin pouia- The Rose ;tnd the Lily- '«Ica d. tllw way of tic lighlter
literatuire of Europe."t

H-ence tlîat the Irish introduced rime into Latinî is extremelv
probable; thlat tlîey introduced assonance and alliteration is certain.

But Ili,-- Irish came mbt contact -%vth oiier na;tion-; than thle
Rom-an Emnpire. 1First of aIl] they taughlt rime ta UthSxos Ald-
lîcîni tlîe first .\nglo-Saxon to write rinîcd Latin, wras the pulpil of
I lie Irish Abbot aidT-atrwlioni is called the fanionis iloîîastic
centre of lcatringi-:Iîîcsburv. An(] w'lat wirs perhaps ev'en more
imîportant ror Saxon literatuire, the Irish also tauglît tlienm, alliter-
ailion. This is not reniarliablc iv-licn we consider that the IrisuI
christianised and civilized six sevcntlis of England, that Gaelic was
ai court language- iii Norltunibnia, and that Caedion lived and aî
iii anl Irish atniospliere.

Tlîe Gernians, also are indehtcd ta tlîe Irish for rinme. otfrieu.
who introduçcd rime inito Iiffli Gerniain -vas the pupil of the Irishl
nionks: of St. Gall.

Bult tie influence on Norse lilerature %vas even nuire inmportantî.
Tlîe Danisti invasions broughlt aî nunînber of 'Norse pocts to Irelanci.
'wherc they were wveIl receved 1w tie Irish chcswihspeiks well
for Irish lîospitality. Tlîev Icarned rime anîd alliteration, and the
g-lorinus Irishî pocnis and roaîe.Tlîv even iinternîariiried wvith
tue Irish. 'Now note. It was thcse Norse Irish wv1o, settled in Ice--
land (known to thc Irish nonks centuries previouslv) and wlîo pro-
duced tlie raiiioiis Sagas and Ed0das, wvhichi witlinut thecir Irish co-
loring an d Irish forni yvouId havc Ibeca. duil.

1- Silzer.oni-< Bards~ of i,~ lie ae aid G.il " ;L a wondtrftul bonk fronî xhhii-l
niany of ic facis hcrec é,ted zire takcn.
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