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'Zbe Catboltc %ttuatton in fI1Depco

EX 100 to-day is an inferno of carnage and brutality
~\ ; unparalleled in hiistory. Froin Carranza and Villa dowvn

to0 the last idian fighter in their ranks, thiere is notlnnig
but bestiality and lust for blood; and the Catholie
chui-cli bears the buirden of this persecution as she

lias s0 ofteîi in past celituries. So full of horror- and so
in humain are the crimes conîinitted against lier that Nvords

sufficiently adequate ai-e not to bc foundf to express tbe vileness
and brutality of the Mexican Coiîstitutioilalists. Insulted, reviled
and spit upon. the Cathiolie church, ber iluns, lier ininisters aiid
lier faitlifuil followers are forced to subimit to the desecration of
their altars, their rnonastei-ies, convents, and the destruction of
thieir seliools and their homes. Complete anarchy reigns supreirne.
ror- inionths the Cily of Mexico lias been devastated, and the sur-
roundiug country given over bo dlestruction worse by far than that
of Belgium. Yet w~e shudder at the thoughit of the carnage and
corpse-strewvii l)attlefields of Europe, condein the înethodis of the
Germian as barbarie and uneivilizcd, hold up, oui' liands in horror
at the daily reports fî-om the front. but wve do not stop to con-
sider bliat it is warfare in whicli Gcrxnany is figlitiîig in deadly
confliet for lier very existenc. But in Mexico it is not w'ar, buit
the resuit of peace-for the payment of whiclî the Catholie ebiurcl
gives inînocent blood -,iid the dlire necessity of tolerating unspeak-
able ilidecenc(ies whicbi Tiberius and Nero coinbilud eould not excel
or even equal.

Laying elain to a truc spirit of deinocracy the mile of For-
firio Diaz. was in certain respects based upon the principle of equal
i-iglits for al] citizeîîs, but as a inatter of fact thiere were no sucli
eiqual riglîts for the cIergy. They w'erc not considered in the saine
elass as cibizens aud were set aside for treatmnent quite different
fi-oi tliat of the public at large.

Diaz as Diet-abor afteî' a, tiine failed iii his purpose of repre-
senbing the popular will, and bbe only alternative-the swoi'd-was
lef "t, as a ineaîîs of expressing it. Foir the M\exican free-ballot gospel
,.as no safeguard «,gaiiist party polibies whicli wvas controlled by
individuais îid not by party pi-incipals. A leader held a followiug
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