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HAVING A HARD TIME.

HY KNONONIAN,

Some of our theological colleges are not
receving the financial support at the present
time that thev should receive. Nooe of
them are troubled with a surplus, and one or
two are afflicted with deficlts in revenue
that threaten to become chronic.

It goes unsald that these institutions
never deserved Liberal treatment more than
they deserve it now., The number of stud
ents in training for the ministry is larger,
perhaps, thanit ever was. The tralning is
as good as it ever was., The colleges are
solidly entrenched in the confidence of the
people, There never was & time when bet.
ter feeling prevalled m or between our
theological seminaries. To any one familiar
with the history of soms of the Presbyterian
theologicalschoolsin Scotland and the United
States for the past few years, the history and
condition of our own must seem almost

miraculous, The Free Church of Scatland
and the Presbyterian Church of the United
States have been torn with dissension, and
in each casethe storm centre was a theo-
logical college. We have bad scarcely
enough of friction to make us thankful for
peace. Perbaps indeed if thelr had been
more friction there would have been more
money. The one thing paiofully clear is
that teaching of the most undoubted ortho-
doxy has not always been rewarded by
generous liberality.

The amount given for all purposes by
the Church last year was the largest ever
givenin a year, and the year wasa hard
one financially in some parts of the Domin-
ion. Why should the revenue of some of
the colleges have been bebhind ?

The General Assembly is partly to blame,
Theolngical education daes ot receive the
amount of attention in the Supreme Court
that its importance demands. The mode
in which the work is laid before the cournt is
radically defective. The cburch never sees
the work as a whole, never discusses it asa
whele, never treats 1t any way asa whole.
Each college preseats a report. A few
words are said about the college and the
report goes through ina pro forma sort of
style. How would the Foreign Mission
work of the church look if divided up into
six parts? What kind of an appearance
would Home Mission work make if so divid-
ed. The officials connected with these
schemes bring them before the Assembly
and by the press before the people as a uait.
The people feel that Foreign work is a
great work, that Home Work is alsoa
great work, and, impressed with this idea,
they find the money to carry on the work.
It is true that we have an Eastern and
Western Section in both the Home and
Foreign work, but somebody always man-
ages to bring the totals before the Assembly.

\When was the Church ever asked to
look upon theological educational as a unit ?
How many Prasbyterians in or out of the
Assembly could tell the number of students
we bave in training, or the amount raised
for theologicai ecducation, any one thing
about our educational work as a whole ? Itis
Knox, and Queen's, and Moantreal, and Pine
Hill, and Manitoba, aad Morrin. By ali
means have these institutions report, but
why not have a standiog committee oo
theological education that will lay the work
beforethe people in such a form thatthe
people may know all about 1t without
wading through six reports. Most of the
people who find the money for colleges bave
neither time nor inclination to wade.

The Assembly has its Home Mission
evening and its Foreign Mission evening.
Why oot have an evening on theologiczl
educational? Can tbe Supreme Court do
nothing more or better for this great work
than rush through six reports in afew
mibutes to the music of an cccasional growl
about deficits? There isgum bumour in
the contrast between the mannerin which
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the Assembly fights for absolute control of
the colleges and the exertions it makesto
aid them in getting funds, 1f the Supreme
Court would show asmuch vigor in getting
adequate salaries for a sufficlent number of
professors asit would show at any moment
in trying the best of them for alleged heresy
the colleges would be in a better condition.

Anuother reason why the colleges are
bavinga hard time financially is that the
other great schemes

ARE VIGOROUSLY PUSHED,

But nobody is pushing theological education
Men lLke Paton and George Leslie McKny
rouse the paople in regard to Foreign Mis
siop work., Our Home Mission work is
pushed by some of the ablest men inthe
Church., Nobody is pushing theological
education except the good man wha is seat
to collect arrears. Who ever made the peo-
ple enthusiastic by collectiog arrear- The
women of our Missionary Societies go to
every corner of the Presbyteries to push mis-
sion work. The colleges send a circular.
Aoybody who expects a dead circular to
comptte successfully with a live woman has
a good deal to leara about raising money.

Ate the missionary people doing too
much? Not by any means. Even in these
auti-popery days we can easily get absolu-
tion for all we do or give over and above
our duty, There is not too much donefor
missions, but there Is almost nothing done
for colleges except what people do without
pushiog of any kind.

Mistaken views with regards to endow-
ments have done much to lower the revenue
of some of ocur colleges. Itought not to be
necessary to say that no college in the
Church has an endowment that can earn
enough, or anything like encugh, to maintain
the institution. Had any eodowment been
sufficlent a few years ago it would not be
sufficient now. The rate of intorest bas fal-
len so low that a very large sum is needed
to raise a very moderate amaunt Jf reveaue.

The fact that the supply of ministers
about meets the demand, though it should
have the contrary, has we believe an
injurious eftect on college revenue. When
Presbyteries had to wait tothe end of th:
session for men to sipply their vacancies—
when conveners went to the college a week
before the close of the session and laid hold
of every fairly good student they could get
their hands on, colleges were highly valued.
Now that preachers have to look for work
colleges do pot seem such & pressing neces-
sity. Even partially sacctiied buman
pature never puts too high a value on that
which is plentiful,

The clamour for young men does the
colleges no good. 1anfact it would be easy
to show that it does them harm.

Itis more than time that the stalwart
portion of Presbyterianism should give this
question of theological education their
“scareful consideration” as Sir Oliver would

say.
A SUNDAY SOLILOQUY.

—

RY A O. C.

——

_Those very ciever ‘ Monday Musings”
in THe Canaba Presuy FERIAN tell us of
many of the under currents of thought that
are in the pulpit, and now it is oanly fair to
bear of some of the thoughts of the occu-
pants of the pew. To begin with, the one
joy that comes with €ach retarning Sabbath,
is the opportupity for dreaming in those
early morniog hours when the whole house
has that peculiar calmaess that betokens the
Sabbath day. Who has not experienced
the luxury of those long stretches accom-
panied by healthy but sleepy yawas, and
then the gratefal relaxation of the muscles
that leaves voe in a most fit coadition for
su'loquising?  lodeed, these first seosa-
tions of the Sabbath really begin oa Satur-
day night—as did the observance of the
Sabbath in those good old days about which
our grandfathers talk — for there is that
innate feeling that it will be one
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long, comiortable time before earthly

cares and worrles again thrust themselves

forward. No rising bell at six o’clock, but

instead, a happy period of sleeping, dozing

and dreamlog: days, weeks, and years,

even, are recalled with all their rough,

jagged edges, that cut so keenly, softened

and toned down by the lapse of time, until

only the pleasures are remembered. Paets
who wander about in the wet grass search-
ing for poetic inspiration In the carly
morning, the dewy leaves, twittering birds,
konow notbing of the delights of Sabbath
morn, filled with dreams that reach from
eternity to etermity—dreams that mere words
cannot express, but which come tumbling
down with, wonderful rapidity, from the
sublime to the ridiculous, until it is break-
fast time aud thea church. Why do people
go to church? If only the mulufarious mo-
tives could be known, what a curious com-
complexity of reasons there would be?  Per-
haps it is as well that the diwverse reasons
remain hidden, and 1t 1s only known that we
go. A stranger in the pulpit (this s thourght
with a feeliog of disappointment)! This
man does not kaown us, or we him ; where
is our own pastor ¢ Sumple truths from him
whom we love carry more weight and com-
fort than the most learned discourse’ of a
stranger. To be sure this stranger may not
be learned, but we shall soon known, Can
the theory of metempsychosis betrue? The
sermon seems strangely familiar. The ideas
that are to follow seem to be floating in an
intapgible way through my obrain to be
recognized only after the minister frames
them 1nto words, I must ask Eider White-
way who hels. Dr. Small! Dr. Small of
St. Martins! My last summer vacation at
St. Martins comes like a flash—just one
year ago and the good old Doctor has turn-
ed his barrel over, and this was the bottom-

most, but now ts the upper-most sermon.

In a year most things go out of fashion ;
small sleeves give way to big ones ; square
toed shaes to pointed ones , but sermons go
on forever, so it would seem.

Hymn twenty ! Why does Miss Brown
look so conscious, and ridiculously happy ?
* Unto the hills around do I Uft up my long-
ing eyes.” Well, everyone knows that she
1s to marry Mr. Hill, and those blushes and
glances are out of place in a church. Ip
another year that hymn which begns,
“Much i sotrow, oft in woe,” may be
equally appropriate.

My friend next me has a most peculiar
way of giving collection. He invariably
takes a five or ten cent pisce, as well as a
quarter, and on the merit of the sermon de-
peads which coin shall be placed upon the
plate. I watch him anxiously, fo: surely
this siranger who has merely turned, or per-
haps returoed, his barrel, will not move him
to give a quarter such as was so unhesitat-
ingly given last Sanday, after the earnast
words of our own pastor. Why does he de-
lay? Of what can be be thinking? Am I
jealous? The plate has come and it is
the five cent piece. Good !

AHUNDRED YEARS OF MISSIONS.*

—

BY REV. \W. G. HANNA, o A,

There has been a growing demand for a
concise, popular history of modern missions
Brown, Chowles, Warneck, and Gcorge;
Smith have made valuable contributions to
the subject. But there was no single work
covering the whole field, in the light of
recent facts and present day aspects of the
question, until the appearance of this book.
As associate editor of the Missionary
Rewview Dr. Leonard bas long felt the pulse
ot the movemeant, aund this fact is manifested
in the interest with which he iavests the
narrative.

The opening chapters dealing with the
Christian idea of missions, and its slow ad-
vance through the ages, lead to a remark-

* ' A Hundred Years of Missions"; er* The Story
ot Progress_since Carey's Beginning” By Delaven L.
I §, D.D. (s cditor of ** Missionury Re.
vizw of the Waild 7} Lloth 1am. 442 pages, 8i.50. Funk
& Wagznalls Co., New York, London and Toronto.

‘Ocr. 10, 18gs,

ably full and vivid statement of the forma
tive forces at work before the Carey Epoch
Tbe genesis of missions and the pheo.
omeaa of misstonary expansion are present.
ed in four chapters which are unique as 3
lucid, condensed, grapbic presentalion of
facts.

A chapter is then devoted to each of the
great missiou fields. Beginning with Indi,
the author points out the special difficulties
of mission work, the vast heterogeneoys
population, with diverse and conflictio
racial interests, the linguistic Babel of 209
tongues, the tenacity of native religious idesy
and the formidable caste system with
5,383 divisions. After sketching carefally
the bepinnings of misslon work there, ke
traces its progress up to date, and give
accurate statements of present results, thy
showing conclusively that if so much by
been accomplished diring the period sinee
the inauguration of the work, there is am;) |
lest ground for encouragement for the future,

In a similar way, China, Co.ea, Japar,
the Isles of the sea, Africa and Madagas
car, the Turkish Empire, Spanish Ameng,
and the North American lodlans come
under review, and the uvarrative is closed
with a thoughtful suggestive consideratio
of “the land which remains to be possess
ed.” Of course in such a wide, rapid sur
vey, only the characteristic features of s
sion history could receive full attention, yeta
ought to be sald that no important fact tha
might be expected to receive notice in such
a work has been overlooked or excluded
The amount of historical lntormation that i
condensed and preseanted here is surprsiog
ly large.

The author writes in an easy, clea,
vivid style, free from extravagant superl
tives and **crises® forms of expressio
that have become 5o meaningless. Bu: biy
calm, sober recital of resolve, struggle and
conquest cannot fail to make an abidiy
impression on his readers by increasio
their oformation and deepening their syn
pathy with the subject. This history shou
be read with care in every home, and stadiet
in every society interested in misslon work
For theological students it is an apologeix
of the highest value, and it should bave:
place 1o the class work of divinity balks
The book is well printed, in large clex
type, ncatly and substantially hound, aol
furnished with a good index.

Uxbridge.

THE PLYMOUTH HYMNAL>

Several Canadian Churches are iaterest
ed in the subject of Church hymn books. Wt
direct their attention to the Pigmouth Hyz
nal, recently published by The Outlook Co,
New York, edited by Dr, Lyman Abbot
It is in most respects the very finest hymoi
published. There is a characteristic catbe
licity in the selection of bymns. Al schos
are represented, and men of no schod
Therc is nodoggerel, and very few hym
that do not deserve to live. There are
prose selections arranged for chanting, 3
selections from the Psalter arranged for1es
pousive or chorus reading, 638 hymas, &|
sides opening sentences, responses, etc. Tt
tunes are high class but generally well su
ed for congregational singing. Seved
suggested orders of service, a preface, &
interesting historical introduction and i
complete system of indexes are include
The mechanical make-up—type, paper, sit;
binding—is the very best. Altogether th
Plymouth Hymnal is far and away the b
ptece of hymn-book making yet producedi
America.

A medical professor in Sydoey hasi
vented an artificial larynx for a maun wY
bad lost bis voice. The changing of cetta3
reeds contained in the instrument, makesth!
voice soprano, tenor, contralto, or bass
will,

* **The Plymouith Hygmnal,” tor the Church,thes
cial mecting and the Home. Edited by Lyman At
with the co-opaiation of Charles H. Mcrse and He
Vaughan Abbott. New York. The Outlook Co. 13




