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A GOVERNMNENT lias i righit ta ta\ the
%vhole body af the people for the benefit of a

feu, private iridividtals. At leasýt that %vaî the
opinion given at the poilq Iaqt w eek by the people
af the United States.

LT pays in the endti t have principles even ini
politics ani ta, stick ta) them, VFour vear4; ago

Graver Cleveland annoycd samne af bis frieicid and
strengthened the ranks af bis opponents by man-
fully laying beorr the peaple his palicy af tariff re-
form. [le went under in î$lýS because lie dared ta
say wvhat li ho taughr vas right. The revaltitaon af
last %vecekseems ta say that even ini palitic-, hancsty
is the best plicy-in the end.

T M-E Inter-Callegiate Missianary Alliance hield
its aniual ca"nferonlce ini Waodstock last

wveek. Thie variaus calleges werc vell repre.scnted,.
Knox Callege, -uceen's University and the lresby-
terian Callege. ïMantreal, sent a number aof(Icle-
gatos. The ather denaminatianal colle-es each
sent a wvrthv cantingent. The proceedings qhaw
haw the missionary spirit haç beguni to pervade
callege life, and haw deep an interest is feit in the
wark af the world's evangelizatian. It may be
cxpectcd that many af the yotung men whao take an
active part ini callege miissianiary argaiviatians will
ini due time devote their talents and cuiergies ta the
wvark af the Gaspel in lheathcn lands.

T HANKSGIVI NG l)AY wvas thecbluest seen in
TOntario for rnany a year. It %vas a " rav , nd

gusty day " and there- werc two or threc iinches of
snatv on the graund. Cangregations were ai course
thin, zind wve fear the callections tvere thin, taa. It
is ta bc hopcd that the large number ai peaple wha
were afraid ta venture aut gave thankgs at home. If
the gratitude ai the nation is ta, be otimated by the
number of peaple ini same ai the churches, a day ai
hiumiliation wauld bc a more suitable thing than a
day of thanksgiving. In cvery tawn and an evcry
concession in the country people may bo faund
cimplainng about dui trade, low prices and utls af
various*kinds, real ar imaginary. If people wvill flot
go out ane day in a ycar ta, thank God for Ilis mer-
dies tvhat do thcy deserve?

'11H. trial by jury cii the ex-Premier of Qucbec
j was one af those blunders that a celi7orated

Frenchman declared ta be vorse than a crime.
Mercier was deposed by the Lieutenant Governar,
tried by a Commission, tricd again by the people,
and condcmned at the polIs. Ilis property was
thon sold out and hoe vas politically as dead as
Julius Cî'sar. Ilis opponents insistcd an indictingy
him for a crimînital offence, in order that hie miglit bo
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impriqoned. Thev outraged the feelings ai every
lover ai British fairplay at the start, by shaoving a
desire ta kecp the charges% hanging ovor the head ai
the accused. Tie trial ivas iorccd on and ho ivas
acquitted. as everybody tvho understands human
nature knew lie would bc. If anc of those revalui-
tions in public Opinion, sa Lemmon1 in aId France
aud qIite poqsible in Quebec, shotild inake him
Premier again bis opponenits wvilI have the grim
qatisfaction ai knotving th.tthey took, him, from nut-
der the lowest rung ai the palitical laddcr and gave
hîrin a irosh start nipwards.

W IIAT mnean these union thanksgiving ser-
vices, and l)latiarrrn meetings and tlîanks-

giving coniceits, and varions ao', r substituites for the
old-ishioniecl thanksgiving sermon, that wve sec re-
ported in sa maiiv jaurnals ? Do they niean that
the pastors arc so biusy that they cannot find time ta
prepare a thanksgiving sert-on ? Or do they mean
that the peop~e refust- ta attend their own churches
in nttmbers large enauglh ta make it tvorth white ta
prepare a sermon for thcmn? Are the people, even
the Preshyterian people, tired ai prcaching, sa tired
that: thcy prefer twa or three semi-politîcat ad-
dresses ? Or have they becaîne so ungratefut that
thcy %will nat go ta chiurch and thank God for His
mercies 1 XVhat do these substitutes for preaching
mean anyway ? \'V very much fbar thcy mean in-
gratitude ou the )art of thîe people at,d decreasing
influence on the part ai the Ontario pulpit. They
are net gooti signs. A union meeting is aften a tlag
ai distress.

T 111-' J,ttior- compares the Presidential cami-
paign just closeçi with the cantest ai the god

aId times
The political caimpaign which bas just closed wUI be as

rernarkable in histozy for is quîetness as that of iSý,o was for
its noise. There bas been un exciternent, but a great vote.
The country will probah[y never again see the carnpaign
scenes of the past. In 1840 we had log-cabins and cider ; in
.44 barbecues ; in '4S rniluîary bands and banners ; in '52 the
saine ; in 156 a fiery canmpaign, the preliiîninary skirrnish of
the civil war, the people filied with passion ; mn 'ùostill deeper
feeling, but not so demon5trati,,e as it was four Vears befure,
because the irnpendting conflct was foreseen ; in '64 it was aIl
ont way, also in '6S and '72' ; in '76 the old politîcal ardour
camne on again, which wvas reproduced in So, '84 and '88, but
at each election with disnînishing heat. And now in '9>2 we
have a quiet thoughtfffl vote, and titis we may expect for the
future, uintil sote impending question, like the labour <tues-
tion, corne to a sharp iseue.

Our neighbours sem ta have entered upon an era
ai cammon sense in politicat matters. Why civi-
tized men slxould act as luinatics or knaves when
they cect their rulers is not a question easîly
answered. Perhiaps the best af men are civilized
0111Y in spots.

TN the Province aifQtîebec, the liberty ai the press
1 is hiable at t*i-mes ta sumniary suspension.
Ecclesiastical autlîor;ty steps in wvhenever, according
ta its opinion, criticism has been freely directed
against frightful abuses which cannot bo concealed.
The recent flagrant, case in which a priest was
irivolved led ta vigarous denunciation ai cxisting
immorality and, what struck home, the dangers ai
the confessional. The bishops tried by compara-
tively mitd methods ta silence press utterances on
these subjects, but scathing criticismiv as con-
tinued. This ivas toa much. The Archbishop ai
Montreal lias isbucd a pastoral whicli was read in the
Montreat churches last Sabbath in which the worst
offenders, the Cazada Revue, and the Echo des Deuix
M1ontagnes are placedl under the ban, and diverse spiri-
tuaI penalties denouticed on all vho in any way gîve
caunitenance or support ta the oifending publications.
This summary mode ofai swering appanents is less
troublesarne thani refuting them, by -argument. Evert
archi-Episcopal autharity may bc carried taoofar,
and the petit up dcluge may break forth with stili
greater violence.

'1I1E ne\t General*Assembly sîxoulti take de-'
Tcided action in, regard ta Thanksgiving Day.

LIthe day is ta hc anc iarsport, for military reviews,
sham battles, football matches and the tike, the
Supreme Court should instruct aur ministers and
people ta, stop macking the iMmighty by calting it
a day ai national thanksgiving. Lt is quite true that
Thanksgiving Day is not the Sabbath, but if the
narne means anything it means a day on which the
people should give thanks ta GoU for Ris mercies.
If the day appainted by the Government is to bc
merely a day for spart, the Assembly should
memorialize the Government ta change the name or
stop making any appointment whatcver. Theoreti-

(Nlovntîntit 6îi, t892.

cally thec presout arrangement is good ; practicallv
it is becarningy a mnockcery. If matters go on as they
are, wvhat is catled Thianksgivîng Day will soon be
nathing more than a day ai amusement-a da), for
sport îvith lheavy betting and cqually heavy drink.
ing. Surely this nation lias, sins enough ta accaut
for withaut officiatly mocking God by calling a (la),
ai that kind a Thankisgiving Day. The Gencral
Assembly lias often spent a goad deal ai timne on
matters ai far less importance thtan tnational thanks-
giving._________

IT secrns difficult for some of aur Presbyteries ta
realize that the conditions ini regard ta popuila-

tion have been revcrsed ini Ontario. Heretofore,
especiatly in the western part of the Province. the
Churcli bas warked in an incrcasing population
and that kind of work is atways easy and agreeable.
Naw thie tide lias turned and we have to wvorlu 
many places with a stationary eapulation and
iu mauy others with a population steadily thuugh
porhaps slowvty decreasing. The wisdom ai
the Churchwill be shown by ait immediate adjust-
ment of our work ta the ne'v conditions. But that
ts exactly what doos nat always take place. Tt
civilized wvorld knotvs how proue Presbyterians arc
ta do evervthing "as it was donc before." A few.
years ago tiany ai aur western Presbyteries might
open a mission station or erect a cangregation as
often as they were asked so ta do. No small part
ai their tvork was ta grant newv organizations. It is
painfuilly clear naw that somne ai them orgatii/.ed tuo
much. The country ivas netv and Ît ivas not alwas
easy ta know îvhat place would graw and wltat
dtvindle. Besides this ever-presont uncertaiuty rail.
roads have made hiavoc ai somte places and hiate
buitt up others. There need bc no difficulty now
lu knowing exactly îvhat the palicy af the Church
should be in the aider parts af the country. Na
new organizatian shotild bo granted utîtil it is made
reasanably clear that thero arc people there te
organîze and that the peopte are liliely ta romain.*If Presbytcîies wilt persist iu opening uunecessary
stations and establishing titineccssary congregations
the Holme Mission and Augmntation Committees
should refuse aii. 1If peoptewill persist iu calîng for thec
aponlingaf tnnecessary stations anîd congregations
cati for church extension let them pay for their theary
îith their atvn money. The true palicy is ta " double
ttp" in the aId parts ai the cauuntry where the pop-
uilatian ik declining and exteud iu the netv îvhere the
population is incteasing. We must do that or die.

T HE religiaus papers acrass the lino are deahiîîg
'igorousîy with the odiaus crime ai buyiug

and selliug votes lu political contests. The c/iris-
lian ai Wopwk says :

'l1e statements are made in the daily press and not denied,
that large sums have becu sent into different States, not for
the purpose of pracurîng speakers-the maney was net sent
tilt last week, just as the campaign was closîg -but for the
purpose of bribing veters. 0f such bribery there seems lo be
net the stîghtest doubt wnatever. It was hoped by nianv
that with the adoption af the secret ballot by forty of tht
lorty-feur States, bribery would measurablv cease; but it
seems that the politicians are wllîng te take their chances on
securing the votes which they assume te buy ; while tht other
alternative stiti remains, -that ef bribing petitical oppontents
flot ta vote at ail. Such a vote ceunts ont, against two when
tht voter casts a purchased baltot,-but abstinence in votinir
scems te have ils value in thtermarket. Bath forms of bribery,
however, prevail ail through thte country, and are practised by
bath tht great pelitical r'ailies. It is a crying shame that this
abuse sbeuld exîst, evidenced in the facî that bandIts ef cor-
rency of the denomination aftone and twa dollars have been
shipped alil ver the country tilt there is a dearth ef smalt buis
here. 0f course this rnians bribery at the polils ; speakers
are net paid in these smatt bills. It is clear we must have a
recasting of aur statutes bearing upan the franchise, before
tht purity et the ballot box can be assured.

'«Recasting " the statutes is no remedy. In Canada
the statutes have becu cast and recast and cast again
and bribery in anc form or another still exists. The
anty effectuaI remedy is ta recast the people. Just
how that can be doue is the problem. The ouly
power ive know that can recast thom is the Gospel
and unfortunately vouai, voters are not much under
the influence ai the Gospel and do flot wish ta be.
Our contcmparary adds :
This use of money is the great crying evii that threatens us
at the present lime ; and it is only the simple truth ta say
tbat no nation, least ot ail a republica can maintain itself With
a purchasable franchise. Tht announcemnents of the use of
money for vote-purchasing have scarcely aroused any expos-
tulation.

Responsible goverient has ceased ta cxist in
any nation in which a large proportion ai the vaters
are veuaI and the nation itseli must scoan rot out of
existence. lu the hast anatysis the stability of any


