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MONTREAL NOTES.

Tue regular quarterly mecting of the Prestiytery of Mont.
real takes place in the David Mottice {all, un Tuesday
next, the 1ath inst,

AT the musieal and literary Christmas cnterteinment
given in Knox Church, on the 28th ult., an enjovable pro-
sramme was presented to a large and appreciauve awdiznce.
Mr Walter Paul, the superintendent of the Sabbath school,
presided.

Tue Rev. J. B, Muir, M AL, of Si Andrew's Church,
Huntingdon, was recently presented with an address by the
Port Lewis section of his congregation, Accomlmn)-mg the
address waea handsome gold watch chain and a finely bhound
capy of the Bible,

AT the recent miecting of the Presbytery al Glengarry, the
Rev. R. 1. Warden, of this city, was unantmously nomi-
nated as Maderator of the Synod of Muontreal and Oitawa for
the ensuing year. The synod muets in St. Andren's Church,
Perth, in the montn of April.

Tue Convention of Christian Workers opened on Satur.
day, the large St. James Street Methodist Crarch beng
crawded to the very doors at both the morming and after-
noon meetings. At the former Mr. Moody delivered a telling
address on the Wurd of God anid how to useit. In theafier
noon his subject was the work of the loly Spimit.  The
meeting: bave opened auspicicusly  May they be fraught
with lasung spiritual good to very many.

Tiue Rev. F. W Ferries, of Knux Church, Ottawa, was
B8 laid aside from work fur a ume last summer on account of
BR i)l -liealth, being troubled with slecplessness.  He recovered
2 sufficicntly to resume wurk in September.  Recently, how.
IR cver, he has had a relaps.. OViefly onwing to the loss of one
¥ of his children, the secund wus removed hy death i a few
months, and he has left home fur a short period of rest.
Duting his absence his pulpit is to be supplied lx{ brethren
B8 [rom this city. Mr. Farrics has the sympathy of his congre.
k g.uion and of a very large circle of friends in lus affliction.
d t is hoped that the rest and change will prove beneficial,
¢ and that he will soon return completely restored to health,

Tue usual New Year's Day gathering of the Presbylerian
Sabbath schools of the city was held in Erskine Church on
R Friday morning  The cdilice was crowdel to excess, large
f numbers being unable to find seats. There are seventeen
B Satibath schou's eennected with our Church in Montreal,
& numbering 3,700 teashers and pupils. It is estimated that
8 from 2,500 to 3,007 ir all were present on New Year's Mor
ning. Mr. James Croil oresided, Principal MacVicar led
fhe devotional exercices, and suitable addresses were de-
& livered by Rev. Drs Smyth, Jordan and Fleck, Mr. R. S,
2k \Weir presided at the vrgan, and Mr S, S, Bain led the
2 singing, accompanicd by Mr. Holland with the silver cornet.
B This was an innovation on former years and was felt to be
By quite an improvement.  Dunng themeeting a soln was sung
B Uy Miss Melville, **Bnnging in the Sheaves,’ the ¢* orus
b, i)cing sung by the clubdren.  The mecting was most success-
#® {ul. On the part of many there appears to be a growing
8 desire that this anaual gathenng shauld be held on Chrisi-

as morning, so as to allow such of the congregation as wish
it to have a regular setvice 1n their own churches op New
j Years Morning.

B Miss CAMERON, daughter of the late Rev. Jas. Cameron,
3 of Chatsworth, has hieen compelled, on account uf ill health,
§ 10 resyn ber pasition as English teacher in the Puinte aux-
® Trembles Mission School.  Miss Cameron has rendered
& most important service in the schools for the past two years
B anid a half, and her departure is a cauce of deep regret to
B tne Board as well as to her fellow teachers and the pupils,
K& 10 all of whom she has endearsd hersclf.  Her place has
8 been filled by the appomtinent of Aiss Lamb, teacher in
& one of the city day schools, asalso of Knex Church Sab-
3% bath School.

Bk Ox the evening of the 25th December, the annual festival
ol the Nazareth Street Sabbath School was held, and_ was
Blarpely attended.  Addresses were delivesed by Mz, James
% Ross, the chairman-of the mecting, Mr. J. McLaren, the
& missionary of the district, Rev. A. B. Mackay, Dr. Smith,
rof. Donald and Mr. David Morrice. The singing of the
"Rehildren, led by Mr. A. Hyde, was most hearty—Miss Nor-
“¥¥al presided at the organ. Nazareth Street is a mission
.28chonl connected with the Crescent Street Church, one of
~Awhose elders, 3Mr. James Ross, is the cfficient superintendent.
" JHe has held this position fur very many years, and to his
'~ 3clf-denying labours and those of an aclive s1aff of teachers
#¥2he school is indebied for its past success.
“ﬂ MR. A. C. Hutcuisox, architeet, has onc of the best
imc light lanteres in the Domnton, the use of which is in
{requent demand, nut only in the city, but in many of the
urrounding congregations and Sablath schools. Tlisassort.
ment of vicws is very choice, having been personatly selec-
¥ 1ed by himsell in the principal citiesof Furope.  [§ inclades
‘the best kaown and most beautiful of the cathedrals of
urope, and few can better describe these than Mg, Hutchi-
n, whose services ate cver cheerfully puven to further the
interests, especially of necdy districts, On Monday cvening
of last weck, he delighted a larpe audience in Chalmers
Church, convened by the Young People’s Association, and
was awarded a cordial vole of thanks for hix interesting
ilustated lecture, The Sabbath school connected with
this congregation is onc of the largest in the city. Tts an-
nual soirce was held on the 303h ult., when the hacement of
the church was thronged by the pupils and their fricnds.
The chair was occupied by Mr. J. Wilson, the superinten.
dent, and appropnate addresscs were delivered by the pastor,
Rev. T. Bennett and Afr. D. Budge. Refreshments in
abundance were served, and the mecting was one of the
most enthusiastic and cnjoyable. On the afternoon of the
last Sabbath of the yecar, missionary addresses were given
by Rev. Mgssrs. Heine, Warden and Mr. Kendal, medical
stadent, when the lecture room was flled by the teachers
and scholars and their friends. Connected with the Sabbath
ischool is a ﬂonrishir}g juvenile missionary soci;g;, which
raised $500 last year for the Schemes of the Church,

. OBITUARY.

THE REV. I, S. LIVINGSTONE.,

The Rev. P. S. Livingstone, B.A., of Broadviéw, Notth-
West Teraitory, died at Brandon, Manitoba, on the 15th
day of December. Mr, Livingstone had been outat the In.
dinn Mision north of Broadview, helping the Rev. H.
Mackay to fit up his apartments for the reception of the
Indian. hildren who were coming to school. After dark,
on the evening of 11th November, he fell into a small pit
about two feet deep out of which clay had been dug to

laster the house.  Ilis shouldar was dislocated,  He drove
into Broadview at once, but the doctor whom he consulted
informed him that the shoulder was not dislocated and treated
him fur a fracture of the arm above the elbow. For five
weeks \Mr Livingstone went with his ann in splints and suf
{ering untold agony. At lust he came to Brandon, when Dr.
Moore told him that the shoulder was disiocated, and that as
it had been so long in that state he would like to call in one
or two others of the profession to cnable him to reduce the
dislocaticn.  This was accordingly done. Mz. Livingstone
was put under the influence of chloroform and the bLone
put in ity place. Soon consciousness was restored, but the

atient was weak.  After a tlme fainting fits came on.
‘rom these he rallied, but they appeared again and in a
wore aggravated form, and in one of these he passed away
quietly about three a.m. A posf-morfern examination re-
vealed the iact that when the dislocation took place the tall
of the humerus had broken a partion of the socket, leaving
a jagged edge.  Against this an artery had been rubbing till
its coat had been weakencd and an ancurism had formed.
The reducuion of the dislocation burst the aneurism, the
artery bled awardly and caused death,

Mr. Livingstone was born and reared in the county of
Halton. He studied and graduated in arts from Queen’s
University, Kingston, There he studied theology. He was
licensed in 1871, called to Pittsburg in the Kinaston Preshy.
tery and settled there in the same yecar. For two years anda
half he labonred at Pittsburg, when he was called and (ac-
cepting the call) settled in Russeltown, in the Presbytery of

ucbec. There he lahoured till appointed in 1882 by the
Home Mission Committee of the General Assembly as a
missionary to the Nosth-West. During the summer and
autunn of that year he supplied several of the vacant fields
in Manitoba, and in March of 18S3 he was appointed to
Broadview, where he laboured continuously till his death,
Much good work was Gone by Mr. Livingstone in organizin
and consoiidating work in the Broadview District.  1le too
a lively interest in Indian missions, and Mr I, Mackay
found him a valuable counseller.  He did much to establish
schools and advance social projects. At the time of the last
election a large and influential deputation waited on him
requesting that he would allow himself to be put in nomi.
nation as a member of the North-West Council.  Mr.
Livingstone was appointed the first Moderator of the Presby-
tery of Regina. which office he held till the time of his death.
He was also Convener of the Presbytery’s Home Mission
Committee. In church Ifiv Mr. Livingstone was well read,
and his opinion had much weight in synod and presby-
tery. He was a good preacher and fanhful pastor, and
his people were much attached to him. The Presbytery
of Regina has sustained = rveal loss by his death. He was
bLuried at Brandon, and besides a numerous deputation
from Broadview a large number of the members of the
“NVinnipeg, Brandon and Regina Presbytenies followed the
remains to the grave. Mr. Livingstone married Miss
Fowler, of Kingston, who wasa truly estimable and capa.
ble minister’s wife. No children blessed the union. Mrs.
Livingstone has the sympathy of a wide circle in the West
in h¥ sad and sudden bereavement, I. R.
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INTERNAT/ONAL LESSONS.

DY REV. R. P. MACRAY, M.A.
Jan. 17.}

oy THE-FATTHFUL RECHABITES. {2
GoLnex TeXT.—*Forunto this day they drink none,
but obey their father's commandment.”—Jer. xxxv, 14.

INTRODUCTORY.

The nation is rushing headiong to its doo.n, and Jere-
miah is striving, by many types, appeals and reproofs, to
resist the downward carcer.  This lesson is one of the many
peculiar methods adopted to arrest attention and induce
tepentance, but without success.

Reckabites.—A. very interestiog class of people.  They
were descendants of the Aenstes, from whom Moses got his
wife when in the wilderness. A small section of them after-
wards went to Palestine and dwelt among the Ismaclites.

In 2 Kings x. 15:27, we were introduced to Jehonadah,
their great reformer, who pledged them to the exceptional
hfe they aficrward led. They were not to drink wine, or
become cssors of lands or vineyards or houses, but to
dwell in tents or moye about wherever they could find pas-
ture for their flocks.

The cause for such a life is by some belicved to have been
political expediency.  Living amongst the Israclites as they
did, political complications might arise if they became pro-
pnctors of the soil. .

Others think it was essentially a religious organization,
and that they were the followers of Elijah and Elisha,  The
Israclites had becoms so selfish, worldly and atandoned,
that Jehonadab feft that theonly safety was to withdraw and
live 2 scparate and, in some degree, ascetic life.  He for
that reason cut his followers off from the use of, or opportunity
of using, many of these things that were czusing the national
ruin.  In keeping with that view is his sympathy with Jein
in his war of extermination lie recopmized in Jehu a
reformer, and gave him thesuppors of his presence and sym-
pathy, and Jehu showed how he valued them by his wards
aod conduct toward Jechonddab.

EXPLANATORY,

I. The Situation,—The Chaldean nrmy was coming, and
the whole country was filled with congernation, and fled for
refuge to the strongholds of the country.  Even the Rechab-
ites came inside the walls of Jerusalem for protection, con-
trary to their custom ¢+ but they staifl dwelt in their tents,
pitched in some open arca within the city walls. (Ver. 11.)

The predictions of the prophets are being verified. The
who sowed the wind are now about to reap the whirlwind.
It always will be so; ond yet they are so infatuated that
they cannot see the danger and will not repent.

I1. The Temptation. —Jeremiah was instructed to take
these Rechabites into a chamber of the temple and place
‘m!s of wine and cups before them, and ask them to drink.

f it had Leen done simply in order tv get them to break
their pledge it would have beer very wrong, as it is very
wrong in many people who try to get reformed drunkards to
break through their good resolutions, in order to stort them
again on the downward course.  But the Lord tempts no man
t0 evil, that s, He does not desire them to yield ; but wishes
to try them for their owngood.  They are stronger and better
by the trial,

Resisted. —The trial was a severe one.  These people had
come into the city for protection. They were under obliga.
tions to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and would, on that
account, find it difficult to decline any requests or proffered
hospitalities. They, besides, knew that the times were
troubled, and they very easily might give offence that woull
hring dangerous consequences; but they were equal to the
situation. They firmly and frankly told their posuion.
Their fa*her, Jonadab, presceibed for them their manner of
life, and they had hitherto obeyed in all respects, until this
oclcasion. when for fear of the enemy they came into Jeru-
salem. .

They began to feel that one transgeession opens the door
for another, or pethaps repented that they did not take their
chances in the open country. At any rate, come what
would, they will be true to their convictions. They are
respectful Lut firm.

That is the true way in which to deal wath temptation.
It is often difficult to reluse; but better offend man than
conscicnee.

111. The Application.—The prophet now shows his
purpose. These Rechalites were obedient to the voice of
man; but the Ismaclites are not obedient 1o the voice of
God. Even worse than that.  The command of Jehonadab,
once given, was never broken; but God has been for many
years insisting, by servants and prophets and laws and ordi-
nances and promises and threatenings, and yet His commands
are not obeyed.

Rising early and speaking —Asa man whose whole soul
has gone into any business is ever at it, early and late, so the
Lord represents [limse f as toiling, without intermission,
stnving to win these people from their idols and evil doings;
but they would not give heed.  How true to life that is !
With how much moare deference and respect the laws of man
arc treated than the Jaws of God ! The social customs are
with difficulty broken, whilst the laws of God that they vio-
late arc easily got over. The dying requests of friends are
scrupulously obeyed, whilst the dying request, *¢ Do this in
remembrancs of Me,” is ungratefully ignored.  What folly ?

The Scripture ruleis. * Children, obey your parants ir the
Zord." The Lord first, even before parents.

1V. The Condemnation. (Ver. 17.}=—The Israclites are
tobepunished. They are to be visited with ““all the evil that
T have prononnced against them.”

\What these evils were was often repeated in  their
cars, and they could not plead ignorance as an éxcuse. We
saw them in the last lesson. (Chap.x. 10, 11.) Thecountry
was to be burned with fire, the inhabitants led away into
captivity, and Jzrusalem to become a den of dragons. The
time was at hand. )

It should never be forgotten that the word of the Lord
shall prosper in the thing whereto He has sent it, and not
onc word will fall to the ground.

V. Tke Commendation. {Ver. 18.)—The Rechabites are
praised for their obedience. They are now grateful that
they had the courage to do their duty. It is always the
profitable course to stand by principle, for the right will be
vindicated.

Rewarded. — 1t is not only praise that is given, but reward

as well.  They arctold that theday would never come when
they wonld wwant a man Lo stand hefore God,  That bas been

fultilled so far.  In the East, near Mecea, it is said that this
tribe still exists, and still they obey the command of Jehona-
dab, their father.

Note that it is okedience that is here >0 highly commended,
and it follows that abstinence from the use of vane cannot be
displeasing to God, or He would not here so commend
obedience 11 that respect.  tiow much* more would absti-
nence please Him in a country like this, in which intemper-
ance is so common !

**If meat make my brother to offend, I will’'eat no flesh
while the woild standeth, lest ¥ make my brother 10 offend,”
is the Lord’s prigciple of love. It is our best law of action.

- PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

1._To ghey is better than sacrifice. and 1o hearken than
the fat of rams. {1 San. xv. 22.)

2. Obey the laws of ‘health and make the best of yourself
in life that you can.

3. Especially protect your spiritual life at whatever cost,
cven if it should be by an aseetic life.

4- Resist the tempter, cven when he comes with friendly
pretensions.

s. The Lord values trye ckersifer in whatever way it
appears.

6. Sin cannot escapeits promised wages.

7. The path of the just is as the shining light wbich
shincth more and mor¢ unto the perfect day. i



