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Bon €HRTRIBUTERS,

ROME STRIVING FOR THE ASCEN-
DENC

Since Rome bas thus been shown® to bo tho great
Autichrist, one of tha chlef hindrances to the conver
slon of the world and the eitablishment of Christ’s
universal kingdom, let those Protestants who, from
false views of Clristian duty, allow themselves to be
decelved by the pretended liberslity of Romish ec-
clesiastics in Protestant lands, mark tha solemn
warning of the Spirit of God in 5 Thess. ii. 9-13;
Rayv. xiv. to xix.

Rome claims to be in!alllble—she cannot change.
Her destiny is not to be reformed but destroyed. (Rev
xvil, 16, 18.) Then let all who desire tho divino
favour, or care for their oyvn eternal welfare, hewr the
warnlog call of God * “'Come out of her, my people,”
etc. {Rev, xviil. §) Men may call earnest Christians
fanatics or bigots ; so were the apostles called by
those who knew not the power of religlous conviction,
There is a power in religlous principle stronger than
the fear of death. Yea, stronger thap the love of
Mammon, in whose temple so many worship, regard
less of any other God.

Infidellty and secularism, enemics of the religion
of Jesus, readily ally themselves with Popery in order
TO PUT DOWN LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE,
and destroy t'¢ inflience of evangclical religion,
‘There are n.any so-called Protestants that, if danger
came, would sell thelt birthright for a mess of pottage.
Bomo has been making almost superhuman efiorts to
repair in England and the United States the losses
she has suffered in France aad Italy. She has more
than doubled her numbers and influencs in Great
Britals and the United States during the last thiny
years, Here are the words of one of her most re-
markable priests, Father Hecker, a pervert from Pro-
testaniism, respecting the United States. “1f the
Catbolic Church shall increase for the next thirty

years as it has for thirty yaars past, in 1900 Rome will |

have a majority, and bz bound to take this country
und keep it. There is, ere long, to be a State reli-
glon in this country, and that State religion is to be
the Roman Catholic.” To this prophecy which comes
from Rome, the present archbishop of St Louis adds :
¢ If catholics ever gain an immense majority In this
country, religlous freedom is at an end ; so our ene.
mies say—so we believe.”

The Philadelphia Christian Instructor, 24th Juae,
1884, says there are indications of a deternination on
ths part of Roman Catholics, as soon as it may be
deemed prudent to take advintage of their strengtk,
to exercise the balance of power in the political field.,
A notable instance of this occurred in an election in
New York last fall. The'only candidate of the Demo-
cratic party who was defeated was Mr. Maynard,
His republican opponent, who was elected by 10,000
majority, was a Roman Cathollc. No cause can bs
assigned for the result but that he was & Catholic,
and the Catholic voters deserted their own political
party and Mr, Maynard, and voted for his opponent
because he was a Catholicc. Mr. Maynard was a
popular man, a prominent Jeader, 2 man of unim.
peachable personal integrity, and a member of the
Presbyterian Church. The mass of the Catholicsvote
usually with the Democratic party, but they care iar
l2ss for any political party than for the interests of
the Charch of Rome, She holds still, as 2 funda-
mental principle, that it is the duaty of the Ckurch to
control the State ; and wherever she has the powsr or
can attain it, to control public eduncation so asto
advance its interests. Henge she secks to establish

SEPARATR SCHOOLS

all over the Innd ; claims that the]Church and State
should be united, and that the State should be gov.
emed in subserviency to ber interests. Though the
political revolutions of this century havevesy muchdi-
minished the civil control of the Romish Church and
deprived the Pope altogether of bis civil dominion in
Italy, yet, in many countries of Europe, the Catholic
religion is the State religion.  Britain and her colo-
nles, and the Uanited States, on account of thefreedom
of thelr institutions, and the fact thet there arg no re-
stralnts upon the Catholic Chusch to preveat the ex-
ercise of her powers as such upon political parties,
farnish 2 tempting field for its exertion in this direc.
tion. There are movements in progress at Rome
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_to God's truth, the Divine glozy and salvation of man,

that should excite, on the part of the friends of ree
{nstitutions, tho utmost vigilancs that they miuy be
ready to counteract any plans she may adopt for ob.
tainlog the control of the governments of thess
countries, A general councll of the magnates of
Romo I3 soon to b held 1 the United States, with a
cardinal at the head of it, clothed ~ith officlal powers
from the Pope,

Tho Pusylte movement in Evrgland, which was
partly a revolt of earnest Christianity agaiost the pre-
valllng secularism and mammen worship of ourage--
but which, instead of drawing its lospiration from the
Wozd of God, the purs fountala of divine truth and
life, went back to the founth, fifth, and xixth cen-
turies for its models of Christian life and work, and
in some cases followed the more fully devclopcd
apostacy of Rome, That movement has multed as
might have been expected, in restoring in’full blaxt,
in the Church of Englaad, the baneful influence of a
most unscriptural and degrading ritualism which has
led hundreds of her minlstersand people over to Reme.

Some of her superlor minds, liks Iiewmasn, have
been led to take this step through the wonderful
char which antiquity combined with absolute power
has for some minds. Some of tha nobility have gone
over to Rome through ong of the tendencles of hu-
man nature to commit the mitter of szivation to the
care cf a priesthood, while they are permitted to in-
dulge thelr indolence and evil passions, And In this
they are followed by their ratalners and a crowd ofthe
ignorant and unthipking. As a rule, the Puseyites arc
weak-mioded aristocrats, fond of parade and milllnery,
and the ignorant, superstitious multitude who ever
follow such leaders. Butthe great body of intelligent,
self-rellant Eoglishmen are still stropg Protestants,

Popery holds a strong position in Canada, which,
unless Protestants awaka to a senss of duty, will en-
danger the liberty, peacs and prosperity of this other-
wise happy land. The Government of Canada, both
general and local, bave long béen, to a large extent,
under the influence of Romish biskops. Popery is
not merely a religious system, it ls

A GREAT POLITICAL CONFEDERACY

against the rights, liberties and happiness of manking.
‘There is at present 2 niovement on fost to Increase
the power of the separats school system of Ontario,
advocated by the twln orgass of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy, the London Record and the Toronto 7rd.
buse, There Is danger that either political party will
yield to the damands of Archbishop Lynch through
a desire to gain his support and that of his church fol-
lowers. Let Protestants then bs faithful to them.
selves and their childten, and send men to Parlia.
mert pledged to resist the farther encroachments of
Rome. Let them show that whatever political party,
allies {tself with Rome by granting its demands wilt
do so to its own political ruin ; and that the truest
political expediency is to stand aicof from all im-
proper conspiracy to that sworn enemy of Hberty and
justice, and then government will be taught the danger
of that unkoly alliance, The liguor party at New
York kept themselves in power for a time by such
alliance, and by making granis of Landreds of thous-
ands of dollars to tha varlous institutions of Rome.
But a day of reckoning came, Protestants and frieads
of good government arose in their might, and hurled
from power the parties that had enriched themsalves
at he public expense, and made several of them
disgorge their ill-gotten gains.

Let all Protestants only unite, and they can compel
Poms to keep bor hands off thelr hard-earned money
and support their own institutions, Let theny see that
thes Word of Ged baread in their public schools as
well as in thelr houzeholds ; and let itbe fresly circe-
lated throvgbout the land. Let the cause of God—
Seriptural Christianity—be libzrally sustained (Prov.
iil. 9, 10; Mal, iii. 8, 10; 1 Cor. ix. 14; Gal vi;
Heb. iii. 16, 17,); and let the darkness of Popery
be everywhere counteracted by the light of Divine
truth, The Sword ¢f the Spirit is the weapon which
Rome most fears, and well she may, for it is the
weapon by which she is to be destroyed—the breath
of Chrlst’s month, At ths sametime show Romanists
that you are their friead and desire their well-being ;
that though you hateths system of Popéry, s oppesed

you cherish no iil-will against the deluded votarics
of that false system. Imitato the founders of Protes-
tantism In cfforts and sacrifices to do good, and thus

advance the cause of truth and rightecusncss, This

-

is to be trus Protestants, Without this wo have only
the nama not the reality. Avold quarrels with thosa
that differ from you, They do no good, but a great
deal of harm, to the cause of Polestantlsm, Accord
the right of private judgment to others, which you
clalm for yourtelves, All good Protestants are zub.
stantlally one In faith, though olight differences may
exist Inrites and forms, They have all ono Lord, one
falth, ono hops, and one home, Thertiore, love the
brothethood, fear God, and honour the Queen, In
malntalnivg the causo of Protestantizm, or Scriptural
Christlanity and lHberty, we should inscribe on our
banners, the motto of the immortal Hampden:
“ Vestigia nulla retrorsum"—no stops backwards,

i, ¢, towards Rome, And, notwithstandiog the boast
of Popish writers that Protestantism has been a fail.
ure, and of Infidel writers that Christianity hag be-
come cffete and will soon disappear, if Protestants
do thelr duty, we have nothing to fear for ths future of
" evangelical religion,
never was a time when thers wers 50 many living
earnest Christlang as atthe present period ; nor when

the conversion of the heathen and the evangelization

of the world advanced 3o well as during the present
century., Lest Christlans grow discouraged for the
Ark of God, and forget that there is a God in Imcl

1ot us look at a few plain facts in tho case:

1. The earth is the Lord's. ,its surface is tapldly
passing Into the control of Christian government.
‘Three-fifths ofthe area of the ezxth now acknowledges
Christian rulers,

2. The people are the Lord's, 680,000,000 ara un.
der Christian rule, nearly onc.halt of the peopls of
the globe, 480,000,000 are under Protestant nations.
Great Britain sways one-third of the surface and one-
fifth of the populatien ot the earth, Ia 1800 thers
were otly 200,000,000 of professed Christians, now ovar
400,000,000, In eighty years the number under Chris-
tian ruls bas tripled.

3. Christian churches are rapidly increasing; in
this centory they bave wonderfully increased. In
1,500 yéars the number of professed Chrisuans had
risen to 100,c00,000 ; in 300 years more ancther 100,

* 000,000 were added ; but during tho past eighty years
the fipures of the past eighteen centurics have been
more than doubled, and to-day there are said o be
400,000,000 of adherents of the cross. No other re-
ligion hos grown like this during the century,

ALPHA,
(To 8¢ concluded next week.)

THE AGED AND INFIRM
FUND.

MINISTERS

MR. EDITOR,—Next (0 the Augmentation Scheme,
securing a sseninsesn stipend of $750 and a manse or
its equivalent, is the establithment of the Aged
and Infirm Ministers’ Fund on- a basis that
will secure a fair and equitable retiring allowance for
ministers, ‘The bank, government, army, navy offi.
ciais are all provided for in this way ; and it is not
unreascnable that a similar provision should be made
for them, who, though secured as to a modest income,
can hardly be expected to do much in the way of pro-
viding for the future.

According to present arrangements 2 minister pay-
ing his rate of one-half per cent. on income—(5octs.
on $100)—will secure after ten years $150, and 3 for
every additional year up to 40 (incloding the ten)
should tby fund permit, making a possible retiring
allowrance of $400.

There is no condition as to a congregational rate
running contemporancously with the ministers, al-
though one would expect 50 ; for it secms unfair that
& retiring allowance of $400 shonld be given to one

" man whose congregation has givea little or nothing

for forty ycars, and that another man should receive
$430, and nothing more, whose congregation kas been
regularly contributing all that lfime to the extent of
S10l0 $15 a year. If jt were made obligatory for
copgregations to pay double the ministerial rate, a
great step would be, taken towards placing the fund
on a strong and permanent basis,

A minlster recelves a stipend of $1,000. His rate
at one-half per cent, (§5) for forty years would yizld
. the haodsome sum of $2,321, or if we make ous calcu-
lation at ten per ceat—a rate not unlikely—sesing
the fund is benefited by bequasts and the contribu-
tlons of many who never prefit by thefund, some sud-
denly removed by death, others declining totaks any
thing—wa bave $3,746—a sum that would purchase a

Nay more, wa bellevs there .
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