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T7HALBERG.

Ho wzs an innovator on the plano, though not of the st
muk; he invented forms, noiably effects. He had wonder.
ful!{ formed fingers, the tips of which were real little
cushions. This formation and very perseveriog study en.
abled Thalberg to mdm such wondetful Jepas < that Lisst
saldofhim, ¢ barg est Ie seal astiste, qui joue du
violon sur le clavier,” Whep he played for the fint time
in public, in Vienps, In 1829, his touch and his expression
at onco eted the audience, but even then principally
the ladies. Yo Parls his winning manners and his scientifie
mode of education, which, with a very ndroit modesty he
knetr hotv to show, though seemlpg to corceal it, contn.
buted 28 much as {hls taleat to tender him the talk of the
d‘{; It must not, however, be surmised that his execution,
although it could not stand the test of comparison with that
of the Attila of the pisno, Lisst, nor the dreamy attractive
poetry of Chopin, was byany means ordinary. 1tis not true
that, as another great calembouriste pretended, Thalberg,
¢ playlogly ' attained his high position (e joucrt.) (-
was so fond of music that he ovescame Prince Dictrichstein'’s
preconcelved iden of a diplomatic career, only by diat of
-earneat study and determination, He often left his bed at
three o'clock in the morning to practice on his pisno, and
those who heard him privately and knew him intimatel
were much more able to appieciate the eatraordinary Jdifficul.
ties be wes able to overcome, than thoss who only heard
him play his compositions in pablic. It was one of the re.
glmmachu which classical but tedious players heaped upon

o that ** he did not play the great masters, but that he
only skone in public with his own compositions.” Yet
when he dplayed Becthoven it did not *‘ amuse * the andiences
of that day, and he lived before all for bis success, for his
own peszopalily.  Among all great pisno-players, it should
be s21d of him what Catalani sald of Sontag ;. ** His genre
was not great, but he was great in his geare.” He was
amiable, both &5 & mzo and as a performer.  His position,
highly recommended as he was, and sz;pported in
society by Prince Dictrichstein, who endowed him
with £20,000 and laanched him with his powerful
connections, was of conrse an exceptional gre. It was
oneé of the curious anomalies 30 often obsarvable in life, that
although he so earnestly presched against the manis of the
century ot sacrificing evctythi:& to effect, the gist of his
art, the aim and purposs of his musical studies, was
nothing but to produce effect. That he was, musically
speaking of 2 most sympathetic, attraciive, even resistible
organization, it would be diffizult to deny ; but it is, 2bove
aliakill and edncation, which his pizno compositions show,
which, 2lthough infuenced by Liszt’s brilllang;:d Chopin's
florid style, are ncvertheless more veluable his orches-
tral and o%uctic compositions, which totally failed. He
wss a celebrated man for many rezasons, one of which only
wes his executive talent, and for the succesuful endezvont to
sing op the piano. It 1s a well known fact that Mme, Mali.
bran, after bearing him play ose evening, szog in a mannet
which astomshed even het most ardent admirers. Shemade
0o secret of the reason of this most extrzordinary effort,
which wss ca by the excitement which the brilliancy
and elepance of Thalberg's performance had eagendeed in
her.— Temple Bar.

HOW THE DUCEY OF PRUSSIA CAME TO THE
HOHENZOLLERNS.,

The country tn Tauon iies along the coast of the Baltic,
east of the River Vustuln. The sanves—ibe Prosmang, o
Po-Russians—were glaves by race, heathen by religion,
fisherreen and hunters by occupation ; and were ever
ready to fight, and fight bravely, for their religion, thetwr
homes, and theit independence. But the Church conld not
tolesate their zeligiod, and ecaglt to them the
of Pencs on the point of the sword, ith the sword the
barbarians resisted ; znd more than one pioss expedition
marched into fital disaster, At lepgth it was determined
to call in the Teutonic Knights—an order of chivalsy founded
during the Cruszdes, and in the early part of the thutcenth
century ssttled without c\:é)loym:nt at Venice. These
sealous adventurers responded with eagerness to the apgc’ﬂ.
‘They recelved a prant of the country from the Pope and the
Emperor, et abont the confuest with coergy and method,
and cventually scbdoed the patives under their suthorit
and that of the Church. For two centuries they govern

well.  The country was us, and the koights, though
a ‘pﬁvilcged caste, averse to Iabour, set at least 2o examp!
of tem ‘and equity. But luxury and:idleness began

faaity to work their efiects, and by the fifteenth e:ntgy the
knights had lost their habits of sobricty, their sense of jus.
tice, their valour and gkill in pattle, In wars with Poland

they were tedly apsuccessful, and paid for theie defests
by the loss of termritorye The post of Grand Master of the
order went bepping all over Enrope. It had ceased tobe a

postcitherof bonout or of powes. Batearly in the sixtesnth
centory the choice fell tpon Albert of Hokeneollers, of the
Nurembesp branch of the {amily, and he aceepted, with the
resolgtion o restore the wasted fortunes of the colony. The
tatk wes difficult.  The princes of the Empire, to whom
Albert spplied for help, gave only advice. Mextin Lutber,
whom he consalted, slso gave advice, aud on that he acted.
He -do%ted tke Reformation, seculprized.the otdes, and
created the Dachy of Prussia, he bimself beiag Dake, and &
vassal of the Repabiic of Poland.

With this sevolotion bepins the chsin of circarstances |

which Jed to the acquizition of the Dachy by Albert’s king-
men of Brandenbarg, It will suffiee to 63y that in xsbithe
?ht of tuccession in the duchy, oa the failige of direct beirs

Albert, had besn sscured to the Electors of Bracdenbarg
by treaty with Poland, that in 1618 thh‘candﬁ artved,
end that Joha Sigismond, who hed x further ‘bssed oa

his marrizge with & granddanghter of Albet, becams Duke

of Prssla, — Herdert Tuttle, wn Harpa's dagssze for

RESOLUTIONS - In favour of Mr. M'Legan’s Jocal veto bill
areboing passed at large public mestings sl over Scotlznd.

“The Combnation Gos Macking Co., Detrett, Mub.

THE OLD BOXMB.

The dear, famillar, old-time home

Stands on its pleasent hill,
Grey, weatherebeaten, ivy.clad—
0 me ‘tis Jovsly silll,

Surrounded by i :h:ltcﬂ.ngntxces,
All budding with the spring ;

Ah met these buds on hedge and tree,
What memories they bring!

The garden wall $0 soltly cled

Witk moss acd lichens 3 .
The apple trees ** old as the "

‘We sald when we were gay.

eweet-scented thyme and peppermint,
And all the old-time fowers

(We never aw o en then
We thought s0 swest 23 ours).

Within I wander to and fro,
Through every pleazant room;

The sunshine is so bright to-day
1 cannot think of gloom.

And yet regret will sometimes £l
These human hearts of ours ;
\ ague longings for a by-gone time,
or long departed hours.

Thl;: old home, 'Il:t‘l hallaxpcgcd Dow

y many a subtle 3

By memcries of a sainted life, :
Now gone—but it iswell }

The new is dear, but ah 1 the old
Clipgs close about the heart,

And, mingling with a present joy,
Past grief has oft a part.

But thare awzits for us sbove ¢
A grand and blizsfal home,
Where never pastings rend the heart,
Where never s0rrows come.
—Annic F. Swas, autkor of ** Aldersyds”

AN BASTERN LEGEND.

Tha most painfal thing to codurs awmong the ruins of
Palmysa is the want of water,  The innabitants have noother
ater thmthuofnhoztgﬁnz, thewater of which has anin.
tense smellof snlphur.  Itcan only bedrunk after it has been
exposed for twelve houra to the wind ina leether bottle, Yet,
however repulsive it might have appeared at first, cne gets
80 accustomed to 1t that at last the water brought by travel-
lercs, even from the ** Wild-gozt's Well” (At ol Wonl, hali-
w3y between Kamternand Palmyra), appeara tasteless. The
foll’owt legend relates o the sulphurous well of Palmyra,
Aincl Ritshen, or the Star Well. Coce upon atime a large
snake had taken its abodein the well, and wes stogaplng its
mouth £o that 0o water conld be drawn from it. Solomon,
son of Dsvid, ordered the animz! to Jeave the placs, in order
thzt the people might use the wates. The lied to
the wiscmg : * Grant meto come ont with my whole body,
and promiss me notto kill me, I have & san-spol in
midfleufmy body, aud 1balldis ifan touches ¢ on
that place.” When Solomon hzad givea him ths reqaired
promise, the snake bedan to wind itself ont; it crawled and
cnawled, but there was no end to it.  Its rings already filled
the valley, cod theve was no appearacce of & sun-spot yet.
Solemon began to be frightened, and be trembled 20 much
that a ring slipped from bis finger at the very moment when
the mystericus spot appeared at the mouth of the well ; the

{=11 on thut spot. and the snzke was broken in two
parts. The kind of the monster remsined in the well,
ang was patrefied init, so that it became imgpossible to drink
the watez. Solomon purified the spring with sulphus, the
pitrid smell disappeared, bat that of sulphur remsins tilf
now, The ashesof the front. of the tncke bumt by
Solamon, dispersed to the four became another plague,
that of the arpy of springing insects, 2. locusts, ete.—
Deutsche Familsendlatt,

Tar ﬁ§hung of the church is oot of the most unogomnt
items that'coms before finance committees. The follow:n,
letter spoaks for iteelf and will porhaps seggest a solution
the Jight problem :

GarT, Oant., Juoe 23, 1883,

GENTLIMEN,~-1n teply to gout letter of the 16th ult,, we
have much pleasure in stating dat the Qbmbinaton Gas
S2chine you put in the Cenl o716
in Fe , 1882, has
It I3 3 'one hundred light

4lso ptate that ths work of placing
‘e and connecticos was very satis.
pFa seat 8 compeient and

to 4o it, Who was most paizstaking

te:
hing should be Tight.
ows traly, a
*‘Taon@g&gﬁmnn, 6§ Mazagsss
. JAMES McFIGGEN, . = ..
Writo o the Datroit oz Windsos offic fo7 pasticalar,
Tre Prince of Wales hiss agrecd €15y thie foindation :

stons of the now tower of-Petes lin the SrRt

. Snrrisn amp Fonnioy <Grems,

A CREXMATION society has been osganized in Boston.

Lorp LoaNe is golog to make an attempt to introduce
the whitefish of the Capadian Iskes into several rivers and
lochs In the west of Scotland.

Tug sum of {10,748 has been contributed by the con-
Ertgmom in Palsley Presbytery during the gul year, The
rgest amount was 41,177 by the Paisley Abbey Church,

Prory. CanpLisH delivered on Friday the clostog address
of the Cuoningham lectureship.  His subject was ** The
Kipgdom of God in Relstion to Modern Scocial 1deas.”

Rev. Gro., Cousins says that rarcly has a soverelgn
lived who was 30 opposed to capital punishment and all
barsh treatment of crimunals as ke late Queen of Mada-
gascar.

A MEETING to

rotest against Sabbath desecration was
held lest Thursday in Patrick. The provost attributed the
superiority of Scotch workmen to the worship and holy
quict of thelr Sabbath.

Lozp Burz will give a ?rizc of £500 for the best setting
of music to the *‘ Alcestis™ of Eunipides.  Lord Bute hes
aleo offered £50, through the National Eisteddfod Com-
mittee, for its trauslation into Welsh.

AT Valpaiaiso the Congress has secularised tae podlic
cemetaries, enacted civil marriage, and passed a civil mar.
riage registeation bill, thus completing o trio of liberal
measures designed to liberate oppressed consciences.

THE testimonisl to Dr. and Mrs. Johnston will take the
form of a training home for orphan gitls.  £4,000 will be
required to buld and furmish a mlutﬁe nouse, and it 1s anti-
cipated go difficulty will be incurred 1o rasing this sum.

KizxWALL town council by a large wajority has resolved
- DOt to sppoint a representative elder to the Assembly. The
rrover said if the Assembly could not do without the aid of
aikr:;ll town conacil it wans time to disestablish the

nrch.

THE lstest retarn of the nnmber of volumes in the British
Mugsum is just over 1,300,000. There are 160 miles of
shelves, and abnpt twenty more miles to be *filled. It is
calculated that about one ton of literature a day iz sent into
that institation.

Mg, MATTHEW ARNOLL doet not seem to have profited
by his zlocution lessons in the Uaited States. O the
occasion of his first lecture in Eogland, after his return home,
ZTrutk says that whenever he*wished *“to be particularly
{mpressive he was perfectly inaudible,”

SevERAL colleges at Oxford have suffered greatly ty the
sgricultural depression. Wadham's revenues are diminished
by about fifty é:cr cent.  Things are so bad with St. John's
that the Presidznt has refuced to accept his stipend for three
years past, and Lincoln is also suffering severly.

Dezan CHiIsHOLM 3235 he became acquaimied a faw years

o with an old man residing in the Caunssyside of Pauley
who remembered the time when there were only a dozen
Roman Catholic families in that town ; aow, according to
the Dezn, Paisly is favoured with the presence of about
12,000 Romanists, -

THERE hes been anincrease’of uprrards of 30,000 membars
of the Wesleyan body in Great Britain during the last three
years. The returns for this year, which are now being
mede ap, are expected to prove that during recent years
there has been the greatest developmeat of Methodisza since
the days of John Wesley.

THE late Mr. White, of Overtoun, has bequeathed £ 34,600
to religions and chaatable instuations. The som ol £5.000
goes to the sustenstion {and, £3,000 to \be Foreign, 4300
eack to the Heme 2nd Livingstonia missions, to the
and lofirm Ministers’ Fond, and to the Society for Chuldren
of Ministers and Mizsionarics.

In connection with the tercent of Edinburgh uni.
versity o volume of pen-znd-ink skeiches of the professors
13 being issued by Messrs. Constable. Prof. Flint is repre.
seated a3 Chrisuan clad 1o armonr sheathung hig sword, while
the vanquished demons of modem zeepticism are depicted
in the beckground 1o foll flight.

PRINCE BISMARCR'S aunual revenues amonnt to about
Szi.“ooo. He lives quictly, but is hospitable, and wishes
all his visitors to feel at home while under his roof. When
living on his estates he occupies himsell with forestry, and
his favourite walk is in the ocak woods when his favourite
Bowes, the heather, is in bloom.

UrwARDS of 400 Church of England clergymen are said
to have signed a declaration in favour of the afirmation bill.
The names inclode Dean Plumptie, Archdeacun Cheeiham,
CzoonD. J. Va%’ghan, Rev. H. Scott Holland, Dr. Abbott,
Hon. and Rev. W, H. Freemantle, ard Rew. C, H. Tumes,
rector of St. Geosge's-in-the-Eust,

THR British House of Commons by 148 votesto 137 de-
chned toaccent Ms. Wallie' resolation regarding the expedi-
.ency of biskops mns to be members of the Legislature,
and the House of Lords by forty-s1z votes to thirty.aght
refursd to ~dopt Lord Thuorlow’s tmotion in fvenr of
‘tusgams snd ort gallertes being open on Sanday.

Mr. T. PAINTER ALLEN has published in Engispd a
book oz the deceased - wie’s sister question. It contains the
opicions of seveity of the foremost Greek and Hebrew

olars of {5¢ universities of Europe and America on the
“Biblical aspect of the gnestion. Of the whole sevecty,

|- only one opinion is wneqaivocally zdverse to ths roposed

cuzogain tho law,

VIGILANCE - committees ase bling formed in some of tha
, Dundes churches,  The members of comwmittes seatter them-
_sclves over the church acd note absentees and strangers.
Any metmber out of K3 plate for two Sabbaths ia sopotted
ito thy mininter, who imamediately adopts mennstokaow the
~geason-why, Inlike manner strengers attending . for .two

rough
week of Mgy, -

.Sabbatha are sera aftes with the view of attaching them to



