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lynx, fox, mink, and other wild animais were visible.
Every wild beast in the North-West flees on the
aPproach of man. A few prairie chickens, which an
expert riflemnan could easily have secured for an
everiing meal, were the only living things seen for
tweutY.five miles. About two miles fromn the camp-»
ing ground the sleigh glides smoothly over the
Pôlished surface of a five-mile lake ; thon a short
Portage succeeds ; then a one-mile lake ; then the
trail flîuws the tortuous course of Pee-Wee. Nah
Creek. After leaving the creek the road strikes
Ilorthward through a region of splendid agricult'ural
land. The hoarse shriek of the locomotive will ere
long9 be heard in that cheerless witd, and ils stillness,
broken now only by the moan of the wind, thronged
Wîth human life. Two townships and the odd-
nulTlbered sections in this prolific wilderness, teeming
witli Wondrous tertility, have been secured for à
coony from Scotland. Ten miles from Pee-Wçe-
Nah, Creek the scattered houses of Carrot River
steleent gieamn in the iight of the full moon. Since
fiy iast visit the population bas doubied. From On-
hjýiO, Lancashire, and even New Zealand, men have-
corne to push their fortunes in this remote spot.
Seventy.five cdaims have been taken up, chiefiy by
bachelors. There are twelve resident families. The
dweiiings are scattered over an area of seven miles.
Timber is te be taken out this winter for the erection
Of a building for cburch and school purposes. Thirty-
five cOnstituted the audience that on a week evening
assembîed to listen to the preaching of the Word.
There is something wrong about our Home Mission
Work when 30 promising a community, increasing
anid likelY te increase rapidîy in number, is left with-
Out Sabbath services. In the three years of its history
io sermon has ever been preached onthe Lord's day,
and during that period it has been visited only three
times by any preacher. The people are nearly al
Pfesbyterin Charnplain deciared Ilthe saving of a
'Oui " Worth more than the conqueit of an empire.»
It is a Poor record for any Church to leave even one
hundred souls in the wilderness exposed to the worst
of l faninesthat of hearing the word of the Lord.
Tallc of India and China! There is need as urgent
for evangelistic work in the Far West. IlBarbarisrn
is the firat danger» of any community deprived of the
Public ordinances of religion. One day,. and that at
'10 far distant date, the balance of power in the Do-
MIinion of Canada wiil be in the west. Shahl it be
WOlI for Christ, or abandoned. to infidelity, drunken-
li$%jfoiriaulity and worldin.ss ? Providence has as-
Sigr'Od to the Presbyterian Church the weightiest
rcsPO'1,ibiit~y iisolving that important question.

A band of Cree Indians from the South Branch, to
W)1Oln Rev. John McKay used to give occasional
s'erVice, pitch their frail dweilings for the winter at
StOnY Crock (tweîvo miles fromn Carrot River), for
the Purpose of fishing and hunting. In the Fishing
Leako, in the Birch His, there is an abtindant supply
Of itcic flh and gold eyos. The return jollrney was
compietod in one day, unmarked by any incident.
Th. nightfaililosing on the dreary track about eight
Miles from Prince Albert in a violent Storm, the north
Wiind whisting and bowling through the trocs huke a
gale threugh the rigging of a ship, driving the snow
in everY open expanse in biinding drifts, made the
04ter of a house welcomne. J. S.

Prince A bert, N.- W. T. , Dec. z4t, 1zS.

HOW TO INTERESI7THE 'YOUNG IN
MISSION WORK.

MR- ED1ITOR...I was much interested in an article
ont "'How to Intereat Children in Mission Work» which
aPpeared ini a late numbet onf your paper. Havingz
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achool for this object, in which teachers as well as
scholars took a hearty interest. Letters from the mis-
sionaries were eagerly Iooked for, and ail feit more
than rewarded when the answer carne from Mr.
Charles Cousins, wife cf one of the missionaries : "I t
was with much pleasure and great thankfuiness we
received your nice box, juat a few days before Christ-
mas, and if it had not corne I do not know how we
couid have kept on the school this year." AlthougZh
my chiidren and I have left the mother country, this
work is still carried on. In our first Sabbath school
in this country we freighted a good sized toy-ship with
Christmas gifts te the children ; after which it was
unanimously resoived that it should be converted
into a missionary ship, and be brought out on the firat
Sunday cf the month to receive the children's cents
for the Labrador Mission. Now that wo are far away
from ail active participation in Mission work, yet the
love of it is kept alive-I may say intensified. My
young people, no longer children, every Sabbath
evening choose some Mission Report te read aloud,
and to adopt as a subject of prayer for the week.

WIFE 0F A LABOURER IN THE BACKWOODS.

L IFE AND DEA 7H.
46it is not al of lite to live,

Nor ail of death to die;"
To drink the draught the world can give,

Then peuish with a sigh.

No 1 Life is more than meat and drink,
Or faine or worldiy gear ;

While souls are hovering on the brink,
And heaven and hell appear.

True lite on earth is faith and hope
And love to God and man ;

A living power, that dares to cope
With heaven', appointed plan;

A spark froin out the jasper throne,
A diamond from the sky;

That strikes the earth, then seeka its own,
Among the saints on high.

Desth Is the shadow of the soul,
That dims lus setting ray;

The mists that rise to hide its goal
In heaven'a eternai day:

A breath upon the glis, a screen
'Twixt timb and endless lite:

A shade now pat of yester 'en,
A sigh for what we might have been,

A truce to earthly strife:
A writhe, a groan, a gasp for breath,
Then earnest hop'e,-and this i. Deathi1

Who then should fear the cares of lite,
While heart and pulse are beating high?

How can they fear the damrp of death,
Whose hopes up yonder lie?

0 give us then that mighty faith,
That lives through lifé, and conquera death 1

St. Marys, .7an. 11,, Ifi8o. BYSTANDER.

THE GOSPEL BY MARK.

A SUGGRSTION TO SABBATH SCHOOL TRACHERS.

MR. EDIToR -It seema teome that the action of the
Commnittee on the International Series of Lessons, in
giving the Gospel by Mark for the course of study for
the entire year, will b. cordial!>' endorsed b>' alniost al
Sabbath school workers. The ver>' change will be
stimulating. The order heretofore foliowed, although
unavoidabiy at times abrupt and fragmentar>', bas
served a most useful purpose, in leading te, the study cf
portions of the Bible which wouid otherwise have been
passed over as uninteresting. By means of this order
of atudy, many of the leas inviting fields have been
explored, and have been found te contain fiowers of
almost exotic beauty and fragrance, and even in rocky
fastnessess and sandy plains precious springs have
been discovered which will nover be forgotten, and
rich mines et treasuro which have abundantly repaid

look ferward te a year ef the o û'sinuous study of one
book. No reasons that I arn aware of have bees
given for tho selection cf tho Gospel b>' Mark ; but
each of the Evangelists has peculiar features. And
the work of this year should produce weIl-defined re-
suits on the minds ef the Sabbath school teachers
and theïr sciiolars throughout the world-a vast
army in the knowledge of our blessed Savieur, and
especially as that knewledge is given te us by our,
Evangelist. The Gospels are net a four-fold cep>'
of ose narrative, with a few omissions or additions
of certain details. The>' are the expression of the
life ef Jesus Christ by each writer, according te tthe
manner in which that life had impressed itself on his
mind. Each Evangchist unfolds te, us what is meat
deeply engraven on bis ewn mmnd, and in the way i
which that revelation vil b.st conve>' te our minds
the conception he bas ef the Lord. Hence thero are
peculiarities is eacb narrrative whicb need te b.
ciosely observed and attentively followed. It is bot-
ter te have our minda somnewbat acquainted witb
these at the beginning cf the. study. It wiil save la-
bour, net in the sense in which a laz>'min saves labour,
but it wiUl place us on a grousd cf advantage, and
esable us te use time and labour te the b.st purpose.
We shaU b. aware cf what we are looking for; we
shall net b. 50, apt te pass over precieus things witb-
eut neticisg tbem; and w. shalh b. able te direct our
studies 50 as te prepare ourselvea for the far more
efficient performance cf our work.

No teacher is fit for bis place or worthy cf the name
who dees net know, who dees net cdean>' tee wbat he
vants te communicate-togsive-to bis sciiolars And
before this is possible ho must have found that tbing
himself. And once more, it is of great importance
that he should have some conception-the clearer the
better-of what ho is seeking for in bis study and
preparaties. . G. BRUCE.

THE PROPOSED SUPPLEMRNTING
SCREME.

MR.. EDiiTOR,- One or two principlea ought te be
kept in mind in the cossideraties of financial sciiemos
such as those now remitted te tth. Presbytories. For
examplo, It wili b. admitted b>' everyone who kueus
the Church, that there is a grewing tendency te a miser-
able congregatienaiisrn througheut our borders; that
Presbyteries seem te b.e losing rîther than gaining ini
power ovor the. churches and pastors under thoir cire ;
that Sessions are in many instances being oversha-
dewed by the managers ; that people and managers
are moeoand more thinking that mosey is the power
that rules in the Church, or that sbould rule ;
tuat a member should have power according te bis
wealtb, and net simpi>' as a member of the body cf
Christ ; that a minister should s0 work the cengrega-
tien and se proacb as te increase the revenue ; that
ho should sot give oltence te, good subscribers-at
least shouid be very careful about it. Now, a finis-
cial schemo that encourages ail these tendencies,
while it may have somo features te commend it, is
net a sciieme that will b. a blessing te the Church,
but the reverse. An>' benefits that may accrue from
it will b. purchasedg it appears to me, at tee great a
pnice. A sciieme that is based os chant>'te, the peer
introduces an unbappy element iste the misistonial
standing of brethren sq aided. A sciieme that faits te
recognize the ovorseers of the Cburch, and te upbold
that principie, is a bad one for our Cburch at the. pro-
sent time. A sciieme that bas been rejected, on the
most intimate knowledge of it, by the English Pres-
byterian Church, and the Irish Churcb, and the Pres-
byterian Churches of Australia, ougbt net te b. tee
hastil>' accepted by us. A acheme that some cf the
more intelligent eIders cf the. United Presbyterlan
Chuzrch of Scotland regard as mucb inferior in its na-
ture and working te the Sustentation Fund, eught net


