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SABBATH SeHo0L FEACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XIL.

Mar, 84, ), MANASSEH BROUGHT TO RE-
1878, PENTANCE:

3 Chron, sxxili.
o=t6.

GoLpeN Text:—'*As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous, therefore, and repent. '—Rev, ui.
19.

HOMX STUDIES,

M. 2 Kings xx, 1-11,....Hezekiah's sickness.
T. I.v.a.I xxxviti. x-g ....His song of thanksgiving.

§ Tss, xxxix. 18, .. :
W K 2 ; Rebuked for his pride.
Th. 2 Kings xxl. 1-17.....Manassch's wicked reign.
F. 3 Chron. xxxiii. 9-17.. Manasseh’s repentance.
S. Ps. Ixxxix. 30-37.....Transgression visited.
8. Rev, iil, 14-22...... .Golden Text and connection,

HELPS TO STUDY.

‘When Hezekiah was apparently **sick unto death,” he
was filled with exceeding bitterness of grief, (Isa. xxxwii.
2, 3,10-17.) .

Ore rezson »f this great sadness seems to have been that
he had no son to succeed him on the throne; for when he
actually died fifteen years later, Manasseh was only twelve
*cln old. The boy’s mother was named Hephzibah, (2

{ings 3xi. 1,) and 1t is very likely that Isaiah wrote the
prophecy ‘in the sixty-second chapter at the time of her mar-
riage with Hezekiah. He pictures the happiness of restored
Judah as that of a bride rejoiced over by a bndegroom, and

ives to Zion the very natne of the new queen, Hephuibal;,
Fﬂut is, delightsome,) *‘for the Lord delightet’: in igce, and
thy land shall be marriéd,”

Siguificant, also, is the name given to the chila born to the
royal peir.  Hegekiah, as we saw before, had been trymng to
win back the remnant of the desolated ten tribes to their al-
legiance to Jehovah, and among those who joined him at his
great Passover weremen of Manasseh.  (3-Chron. xxx. 11,
18.) How natural for him to name his son aftes that once
great and powerful nocthern tribe, as a token of his forgive-
‘ness of the ofd secession] It was like Edward I, of Eog-
Iand, after the conquest of the Welsh, giving to his son bom
at C;mmht;x:l thhznew }:gcn of ** Prince fof ales.” lt}cﬁdcs,
the aame tho signi t meaning of *‘ causing to forget.”
He hoped that this son, so named, might cause the Israclites
to forget theit unhappy estrangement.

These circumstances are not only interesting in themselves,
but will really help the lesson. cy enable us to picture
the boyhtod of Manasceh. With a godly father and (as

Isaiah's allusion must imgly) :ﬁwly mother, with the aged

prophet watching over them with 3 name tive
good-will and the union of the nation as Jehovah's peop’
what advan
this adds to the sadness of the sequel!

L Six AND 1Ts CHASTISEMENT: Verses g-11.

As Hezekiah was the good son of a bad father, Manasseh
was the bad son of & good father,  His reign was the longest
in the wicals of Judah, and the most calamitous, It
been livened to that of Queen Mary of England. He de-
liberately set himself to undo his father’s reformation. He
made Judah to err, and to do worse than the heathen.
No doubt tbe idolatrous party, which, (like the Romish
party under Edward V1.) had been subdued but not changed,
sprang into power and led the boy-king astray. The foul
Baal-worship and horrible Moloch sacnifices, verses 3,6,)
which Ahaz had introduced, were resumed; and the Chal-
dean xdolatry of sun, moon, and stars, (probably the result
of Hezekiah's nnhl{: alliance with Merodach-Baladan) was
also brought in, orst of all, a §mven image (probably
the most shocking of ancient idols, for the word ““grove”in
2 Kings xxi. 7 ‘;‘iitcnlly Asherak,) was set up in the very
templo itself—an outrage even Ahsz had not been
the altar of Jehovah and the ark being removed.  {
16 ; chap. xxxv. 3.} _

. This great apostacy was not consummated without wam-

ity of ;
verse

mg'}.he Lord spoke to Manassch and to his people.
He will not give them op until every means to induce them
to turn and repent has been exhausted. But they would
not harken, but slew his messengers, In 2 Kings xxi. 10-
%5 we sce unnamed prophets denouncing the apostacy and
threatening i’udgment in most striking language. ese
verses are immediately followed by the statement that
Manassch *shed innocent blood very much, and filled Jeru-
salem from one end to the othes.” Was not this a bitter
tion against the pxo;;hcts and others who stood faith-
12 Docs not Jeremiah refer to it when he says, (Jer. ii. 30,)
““Your owd sword hath devoured your prophets like 2 de-
stroying lion ¥ Wasit not then that Isaiah (2ccordiag io
Jewish tradition, and see Heb. xi. 37,) was sawn asunder?
No wonder it is said of these very murders, (2 Kings xxiv.
3, 4) ““ Which the Lord would not pardon.”

Now therefore that these sinners will not hear God's voice
they must suffer the sting of his rod : Isa. Ixiii. 30; Jer.xix,
15. Wherefore the if.ord brought upon them the
captains ., of Assyria. These were God's ingtruments,
He ofterr uses the ambition of one king to punish the crimes
of another,

The prophecy of Issiah which he e to Hezekiah was
now fulflled’: 2 Kings xx. 16-18. -haddon carried the
King of Judsh in fetters to Babylon. (Note 1.} .

’ﬁe t Jesson of this history to every Chnstian paren
is that they should be intensely eamest to have their children
thoroughly and cmix'e'!{x Christians in 2447 = earliest
yrars. How appalling the very possibility of leaving a god-
lesy chiild of twelve to Tun such a career as that of
Manasseh. One of the most terrible fruits of sin is that it
does not remain alone. The sinner leads others into sin,

Ti. REPERZANCE AND FRUITS worTHIY OF IT: Verses
12-1S,

the yo 1?rim::: had! and how much al’

When Manasseh was in affliction he besought the
Lord. The uses of adversity are blessed wheun. it leads the
prodigal buck to his Heavenly Father. Bt it is only sanc-
tified afiliction which profits. King Ahaz, like clay, was
hardened, while Manasseh, like wax, was softened in the
fires. In the day of his trouble lie called upon God : Ps. 1.
t5; Dan. ia. 3.  And God heard his supplications: Ps.
xxii. 24; xxxi. 22, If God will listen when even a blood-
stained Manasseh prays, who may not hope for mercy?
Brought him again: Ps. zxx. 51. Not every one who
has thus failed in the use of opportunities has the privileg
of their pussession again. He was, perhaps, released an
reinstated as a subject king, on the death of Ezar-haddon.
It was the Lord’s wogk, for he controlled the events which
led to it, Mananci} knew, He renlized, as never before,
the hand of God, his power, mercy, and loving kindness,
L:‘:llus be able to see God in our mercies as weil as in our
trials.

Answered prayer is one of the most convincing proofs that
¢ the Lond, F{c 18 God.”

The king, now by God's mercy restored, showed the sin-
cerity of his repentance by immediately going to work to
correct his errors.  He strengthened the fortifications of his
capital (Note 2,) he removed the pollutions of idolatry from
the templo and from the city; and as he had been a leader
in sin, he strives with all the greater zeal to be a leadern
the way of righteousness.

The Golden Text gives us the key to Manasseh’s misfor-
tunes. ** As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” God
loved the son of Hezekiah and Hephzibah, and by means of
heavy trials brought him back fiom his sinful ways., God
afflicts not willingly, but to bring us back to Himself. Heb.
xii. §-11,

This story magaifies the mercy of God, and His willing-
ness to forgive the very chief o‘;'cs,inncrs. Noneneed dup‘rizr.
The foulest sin can be cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Isa.
i. 18; 1 Johni. 7.

But let none presume upon this mercy. Remember doz4
the thieves. Besides even although God is willing to for-
give, would it not be bastter to be spated the suffe whuch
may be needed to bring back the wanderer. Besides, can
you cver undo the consequences of your wrong-doing?
What of others whom your influence has Jed astray; for itis
much easier to lead people astray than itis to lead them
back again. Manasseh found this out. The king's command
could remove the offences from off the land, but it counld not
remove them from the hearts of the people. So soon as
that restraint was removed, the idols were brought back, and,
in a short time, the temple was again filled with them.
Manasseh saved himself, but could not save the people
whom he had corropted, His sad experience should arrest
many a young man on the threshold of an evil career.  For
one may come to the ime when he will sorrow most for the
ruin that he has brought to those who have fallen under his
influence, and who have followed his example.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

1. Among the thorns. Rather, with hooks. The As-
syrian used to lead his captive by a cord attached to a hook
or ring thrust throngh the cartilage of his nose, predisely as
a ferocious bull isled at the present day: compare 2 Kings
xix. 285 Amosiv. 2. The inscriptions give representations
of captives so led. Hence the cumpanson of captives to
fish, Jer.xvi. 16. Whether the language here is figurative,
or Manasseh was really subjected to such treatment, is not
certain ; but from the representations of the inscriptions,
and from the severity of treatment mentioned m the next
verse, it is probable that he was actually led by a hook in
his nose,—Fetters. The word thus rendered means chains
of brass, either for the fect, fetters, or for the hands, mana.
cles; the Iatter, or perbaps both, are probably meant here,
—Carried him to Babylon. Ths is anindicauon of the
truth of the narrative. 1t woul@ have been more natural for
the writer to say, carried him to Nineveh; for the kings of
Assyria were accustomed to reside 1o Nineveh, the capital,
But contrary to this custom, Ezar-haddon, why had been
made king of Babylon before he became of Assyria,
took special deligh inthat city, and made it tus remdence
most of the time during his entire reign. Babylon was the
capital of ancient Chaldsea, and of the latcr empire of Baby-
Ion. It wassituated on the Eunphrates, about 275 miles
south from Nineveh.

2. Witbout the city of David, on the west side of
Qihon, in the vailey,  Rather, “he built s4e outer wall of
the city of David en the st of Gikom-in-the-velley.” The
wall intended seems to have been that towards the ponh-
east, which ran from the vicinity of the modern Damascus
gate across the valley of Gihon, to the *fish-pate™ at the
north-cast corner .of the “city of David.” The captains
who took Manassch prisoner had probably destroyed or
greatly damaged this part of the fortifications.

Opbel ; meaning, tower. Tiis tower occupied the short
mountain-spue projecting southward from the temple-area,
and sloping off abruptly into the valley of Kidron, or Je-
hoshaphat, on the cast, the valley of Gihon, or Hinnom, ‘on
tite south, and the valley of the Tyropaon, or cheese-
nlc;o on the west. It was thus the south-cast corner of
the aity.

Tie DANGERS OF COVETOUSNESS.—When covetousness
ins a complete ascendancy, engrossing the whole manp, it
ormas that compound of ail that is mean and daspicable, that
nonstes of moral defermity, usually called a miser. In our
day the tribe is not very numerous, which is a matter of
gratitude, for should they multiply they would certamly
create a ' desert around them, 1 l':now of no passion which
50 deeply agitates and degrades, so effectually enslaves and
destroys the snul, as covetonsness.  The man who sets his
heart upon riches must necessasily be a stranger o pesce and
evjoyment.  Fear, carc, anxiety, suspicion, and jealousy
place him on a constant rack.  To the toil of getting 1s added
the trouble of keeping hispelf.  Avdrice is insatiable as the
grave, or rather as :ﬁf without bottom. The more this
ion is supplied with fresh fuel the more vehement is the
c"-m“‘w' N :

{AFoRDS OF THE NNFISE.

FirsT IMrrEssions.—I think we may assert: that, ina
hundred men. there are more than ninety who are what they
are, good or bad, useful or pernicious to socicty, from the
instruction they have received. It is on education that Je-

ends the' great difference observable among them. The
east and most imperceptible impressions received in our in-
fancy have cunsequences very important and of & luug Jura-
tion It is with these first impressions as with a tiser,
whose waters can be easily turied by different canals in

uite opposite courses ; so that, from the insensible direction
the stream receives at its source, it takes different directions,
and at last arrives at places far Cistant from each other ; and
with the same facility we may, I think, turn the minds of
children to what direction we please.

FurLL CoNFESSION. — Let us encourage ourselves in the
Lorp our Gun; encourage oursclves in His character—en-
cuurage ourselves in His compassion, He will not shut up
His tender mercies an anger, but will shut up anger in Hes
tender mercies, for His compassivns fail not.  Let us say of
them, This is my hiding-place; here will I nestie from sirs,
temptations, falls, and ingratitudes.  Feeling His tenderness
to be that of a jealuus Lub, we are too apt to go to Himas
to a tender friend, jealous fricnd, keeping back what 1s likely
to grieve him. Butno! Our JEsus is not like an carthly
friend evers i tAss ; there 1s no loosening His love by sus-

wcaon, e hnows a#f our baseness, yet loves unto the end !

herefure let us go teil Him ail ; even thuse feehngs which
we would hide from vursclves, let us d(ag, uut befure Hum,
and pour out our complaints of ourselves into the bosom of
our Master,—Lady focverscourt.

EvENTIDE.—In tha hour which of all the twenty-four is
most cmblematic of heaven, and sugpestive of repose, the
eventide, in which instinctively Jacob went into the fields to
meditate, —when the work of the dayis done, when the
mind has ceased 1ts tensions, when the passions are lulled to
rest, 1n spite of themselves, by the spell of the quiet, star-lit
sky, —it 1s then, amuist the silence of the full of all the lower

rts of our nature, that the soul comes forth to do its work.
Then the pecuhar, strange work of the soul, which the in-
tellect canrdt do—mediation-~begins. Awe, and worship,
and wonder, are in full exercise ; and love begins in ats
purest furm of mystic adoration, and pervasive and undefined
tenderness—separate from all that is course and earthly—
swelling as if 1t would embrace all in its desire to bless and
lose 1tsell 1n the sex of the love of Gop.  Thus is the rest of
the svul—the exercise and play ofall the nobler powers.

THE PERSUASION OF SonG.—The mother singing over
the cradle —is there any other saintliness more beautifu! to
be thought of than that? The old bird sits on the tree, and
coaxes the young bird to fly to her. She sings to it, and
teaches it to sing.  And the mother sits at the cradle as it
were, to call the little children up to the Christian ife.  The
children sing in the family, and 1n the utterance of song they
are all one. There is but one sound, but one hymn, and to
a large extent, so far as there is fecling at all, it is one feel-
ing. And persons are never brought into such communion
as when they are_gathered together, and their feclings ex-
press themselves in song.  It1s the hf'mn that persons sing
together that unite them. I think I love those that I have
sung with better than any others, And when we come into
heavenly places in CHRIST {z:sus—imo the lecturc-room
and the chuich proper, and all join in singing, is there any
other ministration in the sanctuary that opens the gate of
heavenly light and makes the battlements shine so bnghtly 2
—Beecher.

+: GOD loves the deeds for the man's sake which doeth
them, rather than the man for the good works that he doeth.
As God looked first at Abel and then at his gifts, bLut to
Cain and his offerings He looked not; beczuse Abel was a
chosen vessel of Gad, thercfore God received lus offering ;
and Cain's were not received, because he was not of that
number. For as a schoolmaster will take in good part the
diligence that his scholars can do; and if he sec them put
their good wills thereto, he will bear with their faults, and
teach them their lessons; but to the stubborn and froward he
will show no gentlepess, but cast them off; so God with
those whom he hath chosen in Christ before the world was
made, will bear with their infirmities, and wink at their
nittle faults, teach them to do better, and praise the well-do-
ings, and gently corzect their faults; but his enemies and
outcasts, because whatsoever they do is hypuctisy, te loves
them not, bat cven their prayes is tumed to sin, and what-
soever they do is defiled, because they be not grafted and
chosen in Christ Jesus,—filkington.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

WiiTBY.—In Whitby, on the third Tuesday of March
at 11 o'clock a.m,

LoNpoN.—Next regular meetin
Charch, London, on the third Tu

CHATHAM.~—In St. Andrew'’s Chu
day, 319th March, at t3'a.m.

GLENGARRY.—In St. John's Church, Comwall, on Tues-
day, 19th March, at the usual hour.

Kioutnw..—ln St. Paul's Church, Montreal, on Tues-
day, 2nd April, at 11 2.m.

{imbs“fbx.—ln Chalmers’ Church, Kingston, on Tues-
day, 26th March, at 3 p.m.

STRATFORD,—In S$t. Andrew’s Church, Stratford, on
Tuesday, xgth’lhmb, at 10 a.m.

BARRIE,—At Barne, on 26th March, at 11 a.1m,
urBEC.—At Scotstown, on 20th March, at 10a.m.
URON.—At Scaforth, on 19th March, at 11 a.m.

OwEN SOUND.~—In Division Street Church, Owen Sound,
on Tuesday the 19th inst., at 10a.m.

HAMILTON.—The next s1aif meeting will be held in
Central Church, Hamilton, on Taesday the 191t iust., at 11
o'dock. The State of Religion will be considered in the
eveping. ’

in 1st Presbyterian
i March, 1578
, Chatham,on Tucs-



