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..TORONiTO. FKII>AV. MAY 14 C8aSo

WVE ask the forbearance cf our correspondents and!
contributors. We do raur very besi te give insertion
te accepied communications ai as early a date as we
possibly can, but, after ail, we f.Il behind. A good
many papers which we should bave l8kcd te bave
given ia ibis week's isue we have hiat to hait! over
fur wantocfspace. They wili appear in due time.

THE LA TE hiON. GEOBGE BROJVN.

ASait :ur rentiers are aware, the Honourabie George
Bondied athsresidence, in liais rton the

merning cf the gîh inst, afier a painful and snmewhat
protractet! illness, causcd by bis having been shot in
tbe tbiga by a discbarged emplci> sorte six weeks
*gu. Over the deatb cf verv few Car.adians, wbetbcr
native or adopted, bas there been se nauch and sucb
genuine serrow tekt and! expresset! as oecr that cf Mr.
Brown. The manner cf bis death, and the whole cir-
cummiances ia whichbch bas passed away have ne
doubi greatly intensitied 'be wide-sprcad and beart-
fell sympaîhy whicb bas gone oui te him family and
relatives tram men cf every clams andof almast every
character îbrougbout tbe Dominion and far beyond.
The case bas be; in ail ils details, one se deplorable
and s0 îouching tbat il could flot but bave awakened
deep sorrow, mcmi genuine sympaîhy and most rigbî-
eous indignation, even 'hough a much lesm prominent
person bat! been truck down. But when te ail ibis
is te be added the faci Ibai i bas been onc of Can-
ada"s foremost and most influenial citizens wbe bas
been thus brougbî.to an unîimeiy end! by a mimerable
assassin wbom he neyer injuret!, wbom, in tact, be dit!
net even so mucb as know ýiy sigbt, it is not surpris.
ing thai the lamenta-ion sbculd have been s0 pecu-
larly great, and ihat the Hon. Senator should have
beert laid in bis grave literal!y a-nid! the hon est lears
of very many ai! unaccusiomet! te the meiîing mood.
In any possible 'circumsîances, bowever, Mr. Brown
coutl not bave passet! away withouî causing a very
great ameuni of excittment, and! calling forth very ,vide
ait very Peartfelt sorrow. For the lasi tbïrty years
bis name bas been in Canada more cf a bousehold
werd tin ihai of aay other except perbaps the great
rival wbo stil survives hitm. He bas miade bis mark
indelihly on the country cf bis adoption, and even
those wbe have opposet! hlm mesi earnestly wiil, we
believe, when tbe beais of poitical warfare have passedl
away, and deatit whthi its calming and purifying influ-
ences bas interveniet, be as ready as otbers te acknow-
ledge that that mark bas been upon the whole for
good. The Canada he leaves is a very differenî coun-
try i every respect from that wbichi he foun! wben as a
mere stripling be made bis way le it nearly forty years
age. We shoulit bc far from seeking la attribute te
hi% single influence and energy ail lime social and reli-
gious changes, or ail the polîtical ameliorations whicb
bave taken place la ibis country during ibese years. But
ne one can fora moment deny that bas part in that work
bus bee-navery marke.i and!a very influential one, and!

tht lwil stand second toi nonc when the urne cuints
qitetly and ju liciaaly te apportion the pratise and!
blâme vi bich individuais inay flave justly arncd in the

course cf thai siruggie Wliich bas iransformeit Canada
from an obscure, despcîicaiiy.geverned, sion'progvés-
sive, and, upon the wbole, ratberuninvWng Province,
int the atide, fair Dominion cf to-day, witb ils con-
stitiitionai rule, Its ever.growing wenlîb, ils tbbroisgh
educationa: symieni, Ils perfect religious and! social
equality belore ihe iaw, and! ils wide-spreat! repu taion
fur tbe fertiiîy of is soli, fer the energy ait Industry
cf ils inbabiiants, for ils attractions as a berne te the
struging piner, ns weil as te tbe man ot capital and!
enterprise, and! fur the promise it gives cf becorningat
ne distant day the IlGreater lltltain" clf ibis tiestern
world, witb ail ubhicb that phrase irnpIies. Il does
not lie within cur province te write a hstcary cf tbat
struggle, or Ice tract: the course wbicb Mr. Blrown pur-
muet! t!urng those eventful years. The lime bas net
yet corne for that being done, and tbougi hbat!, the
coiumns of Tuta PRts3yTKr&itAN wouid scarcely bu
the appropriate medium for the attempt.

Ovcr ibis new-tilled grave very rnany will bow witm
quiet sorrow and witb hearîfelt regret for a valuabie lie
hîaviimg bren, as tbey may fancy, prema'urcly cut off
before is work was full) accotaplishet!. Others, white
tbey sympathize as mnucb with tie bereaved, ant! are as
indignant ai tbe miserabie cause cf ail îbhis wide-
sprcad sortow, may corne te the conî!usi"îî ibat Mr.
Brewn's public work has been tairiy and! sornewbai
tully roundet! off, art! abat white ne deubi a rnigbty
blank bas been made in Canada's public men by bis
removai, there remaineit net very mucb more fur bim
to accompiisb excepi in that indirect yeî guiding in-
fluence whlch age, wi<h an experience such as bis bas
bemn, cout! flot beip cxertlng on the men and m'ea-
sures cf anoiber genteratien.

With Mr. Brown's ?- jarture,however, ibere cornes,
iet men îhink of bim as <bey pleas, mubstaniiaily a
new cra for Canada. Men bave compiainet! cf what
they callet! bis t!ominaîing and even crusbing influ-
ence, andi some, possibly, even cf bis political frientis
iiiay have becn restive occasionally under bis over-
shadowing power. Now that be bas gene ail wiil ac-
knowiedge that accordîng le bis ligbt bie was anxious
îe advaiace lais couniry's interesis by making tbese
identical wiîh what truîh requiret! and! what lionesiy
and fair-play wouid endorse and comment!. Any wbo
may have f.încied ihemselves bapnpered by bis super-
ior tergy or hindered in their plans by bis dogged
and! indonitable force ef wil, will new bave an op-
portunity cf sbewing wbat tbey can do, and! if, in the
end, the work they %ccomplish sialibe fairer, brigbîer,
better, and! more beneficial tban bis wbe bas passet!
away, Canada will reap n!l tbe benefit and! wiUl ho as
ready, as ha ibis case, te reward the work and the
workers wiîh no stinied praime.

A man of such undoubted force of cbaracler as Mr.
Brown certainiy was couit! net belp provoking bitter
bostiiity, as welh as awakening bearifelt enibusiasm
and! loyal attachment But even already, sorte cf bis
biîteresi and most uncompromaising eppo0nenis are
acknowiedging that white they believe ho was often
ia the wrong, and! generally mercil.-ssly and! often
unjustly severe upon those whose proposais be con-
truvcrted and! whose arguments hoe criticiseil, yet in
ait lie was an honest, straighioward opportent who
might semetimes use a bludgeon insteat! eftihe ortho-
dox rapierIbut wbo neyer i-eborted te the stilcette, and!
neyer, eveil in moments efthe greatesi excîtemeni,
bit belcw the boit, or jeabhike smote under the lfifh
rib, white words et friendliness. wexe on bis lips and!
the kîss cf broiherhood w»s used te coaceal the
meditatet! treachery te bis friendi

He came tei Canada a poor, unfriended, unknown
young man. He bias been laid in the grave amîd the
honesi regrets of both friends and! focs, afîet baving
been acknowledged for a generation one cil tbe mcmi
prominent andt influential Canadians ef hlm urne, if net
the mest prominent and mosi influential. Ho haitafair
field, but he bat! ne taveur, and if heo utstripped mosi
cf bis contemporanles in thc race, may i flot ho
conciuded that il was because he hait pre-cminenîly
ihose characteristics which are indispensable te suc-
ces3ful *exertien, andt wbich, wben the favourabie op-
portunity presents iseif, enabie th. posmesor te
seize that cpportunity with aviitity and! te tur il ait
lasi te an unquestionable and! successful issue.

The ycung men cf the prescrnt day may say that
theîe is ne oppertuniiy for repeating -the experirnt
Is there not?. The mdn cf faculty will always finit
the oppontuniy or mnake IL If be does ricanier, he
migbt be bctter oînpiuyed than in trying toi bide bis
taiture by* dcprecdtiiig ihose wimo Ihave ccrîainly
managed te cde both.ý

IS GENVERAL MIOPA'1TY FALLING Oe TUE
R£VERSE IN CANADA J'

WX b~ave oftinm been asked thlm question, %nd have
olten, ln turn, put Il e oîoe who (rom social poil*

lion and offiral experience might bceapected to know
tbe tacts wfîb mn easure olaccuracy. The replies
have been ver varled, andin sornie cases, aitogether
conflicting. 'Ici on certain points the consensus of
orinlon has been such as to leadt! Mcth convictionof
ils substantial and! genptrl accuracy.

I seems sâIîogeîber bey3nd reasonabie doubt thai
drunkenness le very encouraglngly on the decline
wTthin, the Csanadtan Church as well as beyond lis
pale. Sème may, cf cour,think il strange tbat tbis
vice shoui! 1be spoken of as within the Church ai ail,
or that drunkards should have any standing there
except as penitents. This miay be atil true, but, «. a
mat ter of tact, there ls no min whlch couic! b. men-
tloned whlch bas mo Iowered tbe tone of religioismae-
liment and feeling in ail Churchei as <bat Impiedin l
the immodérate use of lntoxicatlng beverages, tiont
whicb in actual experience bas been foundtimorte diaM?
cuit te deal with, and ait t*ae sarne lime nons calling
more frequenîiy for tbe active Iiterférence et the
office-beaters of the Church. We am pesmaided thmk
alsmosi every minister ln the Presbyteriau Church ln
Canada, as weli as those of otber bodies, could test1fr
tbat in the course of their minlmtry they bte hait
more cases cf discipline arising frein ibis cause thaïs
from ail others put together, and in addition more
heari trouble and anxiety frôm more of the me kinit
which they could net exacîly brlug up for discipline,
but in wbich they (clt morally ceî$.ain ibai thingm wur
going graduaily, but surely anri moit distresslngly,
far, far wrcng. Every one krov, i that belter tbore le
evidence sufilcientin many in-bances tojustify formai
inquiry or the institution cf a. process cf regular disci-
pline, the ruin has become ai bct complete; white the
usages of society bave been, and te a go.ad extent I; -ili
are, cf much a cbaracter as tolead individuais to retient
as offikius and! quite unnecessary nieddlesomtenesa
on the pari evea of minimîers, any friendly wainhig
wbich migbî imply tbaîîhe proper limite cf sobricty hait
been ait ail ovcrstepped, or that there was any daenger
cf drunkenness ever being associated wiJ their
naines. In many cases, ministers have bad tir -4y te
thernselves, IlNow ihat man, and! that, and ihat, aue
substantiaUly drunkards or in tbe fair way cf becoming
sucb; yetrwhai can I do? They moak and tipple sait
occasionally get somewbat clevat.d, white the drink.
ing habits are eaîing out of ibear hearts everything tlts
religions earnestnes; yet, accorJ.ing to the current
conventional code, they are sober moen and woulit ro-
sent the mosi distant bini t oftiere belng any rock
ahead against %;hicb it was well for tbem t e on
their guard. M Now, if one werc asking, U ls there as
much cf ibis as there used te bu ?* wt% think the geai-
eral answer would bu decidedly and t îbkfully in the
negative. There is stili tar toci much cf il in ail ils
varions phases and! stages, slill toci iuch for mniiter-
ha! comfori and! for prosperous spiritual Church lift,
but it is on the ebb. The prisent generation of young
Canadians within our Churches, andt without, aýre, as a
rule, soberer than ibose cf the last, andt art becomlng
always more and more se. The everlaaiing gunlo
ihat was tbought indispensable te hospiialhy la dis-
appearing, and saints and sinners are ailice comiqg te
the quiet'conclusion tbat the leus ibose calliag thora-
selves Christians bave te do with makizig, sclhing, or
using intoxicating liquors s0 much the botter. This
is a toke 'n for good which many a weauied, worrled,
rnorifiead pastor bas te acknewledge with dovout
thankfualness.

The same thing bas te bu salit cf the genera cbser-
vation of the Sabbatb.. No dou(:t, therde ls at preacat
a considerable outcry on ibis mubjei, ani with agr.at
deal of reason. Many efforts are being put forth by
strai], but noisy knots of individuals in rder te seau.
a relaxtion of S.ibbath laws anthelb general profana-
lion cf the Sabbah houri. But aller ail a bu esc
sait!, ls it net the isct tirat neyer were tbe gr=a saM
manifesi advantageseSabbathrcstadqum«morefuly
recogniied by the people cf Canada and moïre labos
advantage et than they are to.day ? Things amrnot
yeî as tmey ougbî to b., by any means; but the hish-
ing snd shooting and! kindreit Iorms.o( Sabbath pro-
fanation. are nul, consit!oring the ihcreas. cf the
laopu1ation, neaz1y se common or *o officasve as tlmey
were twenîy or ihurîy years ago.

ln the matter«of proiane Laqguage thete se=m aWs
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