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serions; my father was badly burt.
After a while we started for home, and
before we reached it, the old scamp
got frightened at a log and set off full
tilt; again father was tbrown ont and
I tipped over on the bottom of the
waggon. Fortunately, the shafts gave
way and let bim loose when he stopped:
father was carried home aud did not
leave the bouse for a long time. I
used to ride imi to school in the win-
ter and biad great sport sometimes by
gettiing boys on bebind me, and when
they were not thinking I would totuch
' Old Gray' under the flank with niy
beel, whicb would make bhim spriug
as thougbh he were shot, and off the
i>oyis would turnide in the snow; when
I reached school I tied up the reins
and let him go home. I do not think
be ever had an equal for mischief, and
for the last years we had hini we could
do nothing with him. Re was per-
petually getting into the fields of grain
or barn and leading ail the other cattle
with hlm. We used to hobble him. in
ail sorts of ways, but he wouid manage
to pusb. or rub down the fence at some
weak point, and uuless bis nose was
fastened down alincst to the grouud by
a chain from bis bead to the hind leg,
lie would let down the bars or open ahl
the gates in the place. There was not
a door about the barn, if he couid get
at the latch, but be would open, and
if the key was left in the granary
door he would uniock that. If ieft
standing he was sure to get bis head-
stalloff, and we Lad to get a balter made
specially for him. Hie finaily became
sucli a perpetual torment that we soid
hlm, and wve ail bad a good cry when
the oid horse went away.

As sootn as the stin was well up, ami
onr tasks about th)e bouse over, our
part of this newv play in the bayfield
began, and withi a fork or long stick
w'e followed up the swatbes and spread
tbemi ont nicely, so that the grass
would dry. In the afternoon. it bad
to be raked up into winnows, work in
whicb the girls often joined us, and
after tea one or two of the men cocked

it up, while we raked the ground dleanb
after tbem. If the weather was clear
and dry it woul be left out for several
days before it was drawn into the-
barn or stacked, but often it was&
housed as soon as dry.

Another important ruatter which,
claimed the farmer's attention at this.
time was the preparation of bis sum-
mer fallow for fail wheat. The ground.
was first broken Up after the spring
sowing was over, and about hay time
the second ploughing had to, be done,
to destroy weeds, and get the land in
proper or(ler, and in August the last
pdougbing, came, and about the first of
Septem ber the wheat was sown. It
aimost always happened, too, that there
were sonie acres of wood-land that had,
been chopped over for fire wood and
timber, to be cleaned up. Logs and
bush had to be collected into piles and.
burnt. On new farnis this was heavy
work. Then the timber was cut down
and ruthilessly given over to the fire.
Logging, bees were of frequent occur-
rence, wlien the neighbours turned out
with their oxen and logging chains,
and amid the ring of the axe, th e shou t-
ing of drivers and men witb their
handspikes, the great logs were roiled
ulp one upofl another into buge heaps,
and left for the fire to eat thenm out of
tbe way. When the work was clone,
ail bands l)rocee(led to the bouse, grim)
and blaek as a band of sweeps, where,
with coîuious use of soap and water,
they brought themselves back to tbeir
normal condition, and went iu ami did
justice to tbe supper prepaied for
them.

ln August the wbeat fields were
ready for the reapers. This was the
gYreat crop of the year. Other grain
was grown, snch as rye, oats, peas,
barley, ami corn, but principally for
feeding. Wheat was the farmer's main
depeudence, it was bis staff of life, and
bis current coin. A good cradier wonldi
cut about five acres a day, and an ex-
pert with the rake 'would follow and
bind up what he cnit. There were men-
who wouid iiteraliy walk through thO*


