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¥rom the Chyrch,

SCIENCE AND REVELATION.

Tup: progress of human scicnce has heen retand.
el hy many snd great obstacles. Among these
is the operation of the idea that it is untfavourable
to the cause of Divinetruth, Assumingthat cer-
tain views of the Scriptures must be contect, and
that these arc opposed by the statements of mo-
detn pi.ilosophy, its abeitors have been aspersed,
and in sowe cascs stigmatized a» absolutely de-
istical,

A memorable instance of this kind occurved in
the history of Galileo, In the use of the teles-
cope he had constructed, as the first astronomcer
in whose hands such a gift was placed, he made
many and important discovesies, all of which fur-
nished fresh arguments in favour of the system as
described by Copernicus.  Ambitious to propagate
the trutha he contributed so powerfully 1o esta-
Wish, Lie anticipated that they would be received
with gratitude by all.  But he had misteken the
character of the age, and the disposition of his
species.  The very system which had been dis~
covered by a humble ecclesiastic, yet patronized
by a bishop, published at the expeuse of a cardi-
nal, and cven waimly sanctioncd by the pope,
wis doomed, after the lapac of a hundred years,
to the most violent opposition, as subvensive of
the doctrines of the Christian faith.

Galileo was summoned to appear at Rome, to
answer _for the opinions denounced as heretical,
and, after a mild sentence, pmisued his former
course. Before six years had elapsed, he pub-
lished Lis dialogues, the concealed object of which
was (0 establish the opinions he had been com-
l:elled to promise to abandon, hopine, by the mode

e adopied, 1o escape notice.  For neatly a year
this was the case ; but when it was seen that the
obsioxious tenets were every day gaining ground,
he was again cited hefore the tribunal of the In-
quisition.

The dectee was issucd in consequence, thathis
woik should be prohibited ; that he should be con-
demned to prison during pleasure ; and that du-
ing the three following yeais, he should recite,
once a week, thie seven penitentiary psalme.
Most humiliating to himsclf, and dezrading to
philosophy, was the result. At the age of sewen-
ty, on his bended knees, and with his right hand
testing on the Evanzclists, did lie avow his pre-
sent and past belief in all the dogmas of the Rom-
ish church 3 abanidon, as false aud heretical, the
doctiine of the carth’s motion, :ud of the sun’s
immobility, and pledze fnsell to denounce to
the Inquisition any vthe1 person who was even
saspected of heresy ! The church to which he
thus abjectly cngaged to adheie, has ever been
the sppunent of knowledge ;s fer ignorance has
proved the scothicr of its devotion. No wonder
need therefore be feit at the forging or the impo-
sition of its iron bands. The only matler of sur-
prise is, that this patriorch of philasophy did not
prefer wuth to life.  Ouc ray of light falling on
the thick darkness in which his persecutors wcr{
shrouded, might Lave resealed the fact that b
Scriptares speak of the heavenly osbs as they ap-

ar to be, and that they are designed not to im-

ue us with philoscphy, but with pare religion.
Were physical scicnce indced a fit subject for
sevelation, it is diflicult 10 conceive at what point
8 limit (0 it conld have been set. A communi-
caticn of so1much ci:ly of astronomy us was known
1o Galileo weuld kave seemed imperfect afterthe
Qiscoverics of Newzon; and that of the science
of Newton would have appeared defective to La
Place. 1f, 1vo, light were thrown on this depert-
ment of science, why should it not be on others?

And thus the requirement which some venture at
feast tacitly to mrke, is thatofla fuil development
of al! the mysterious azencies that uphold the me-
chanism of the material world.

is sfrmed on Ditine avthority, that if 2)
:t‘ J':ws a3id and di! had been tcu;xdcd, “lie

o 1f would net centain the bocks that would

woﬂdg e
o whnitten.
ml that such a history could not have becn
available; and assuredly (his would have been
the case with such a physicaliccord.  The very
idea is aszzling and overwhelming.  Itmight in—
deed be suited to moic exalted beings; and the
study of seeh a tevelation will most probably form
one of the engarements of the redeemed above.
But the Bible 15 just what we want: ¢a lamp to
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our feet and a light to our path;” and he who
follows in the path it illumincs, shall not err.

In dependence on that Holy Spirit by whose
inspiration ¢ all Scripture is given,” it is for us
to make it our study ; wishing wefl, at the same
time, to the advancement of tiue knowledge in
every form. Only let there be the accumulation
of incontrovertible facts, and in reference to these,
just and accurate reasonings: and to error alone
can the issue be detrimental, Truath, which would
prove fatal to the church of Rome, is the glory of
the church of the living God.

TOO LATE!

Sinxen! so long as thou standest on this side
the ﬁruve, it is never too late for thy repentance.
Such is the holy comfort which streains from
Christ’s words on the cross. It 18 100 1.ATR ! O
words of horror, already fallen like GGod’s thunder
on many a heart of man. See that father, who
rushes out of a house.in flames, thinking that all
his belaved ones are around him. e counts one
—ane dear head is yet missing—he fles back—
It is too late! is the moaning sound that strikes
his ear ; the walls fall in amidst a rushing stream
of flame, and he sinks lifeless to the earth.

But who is this that Eresses through the gloom
of the night, on a breathless steed? "It is a pro-
digal wandercr of the way of sin—be would fain
hear frov: the lips of his !ying father the words,
“1 fo.give thee;’—look { he has reached the
lace—yet a moment, and he has reached the
oor—11 is too late ! shricks the voice of his mo-
ther—those lips are dumb for ever! and be falls
swoonini in her arms.

Behol Eon that victim on the bloody seaffold—
and that headsman who whets the murderous
steel. The multitude stand hushed and shudder-
ing. But Jo! who is he that yonder comes in
sight on the distant eminence, making signs of

joy T Itis the King’s coutier—he hrings a par-

don !—comes nearcr and nearer—=s¢ Pardon, Par-
don !*? resounds, first softly, and then with increas-
ing loudness among the crowd—1It is (oo lale !
that guilty head has fallen!

Yea, how fearfully, since the earth has stood,
has rung upon many a human heart that penetrat-
ing sound, It is tao late! O, who can depict to
me the consternation that shall he, when, on the
limit which divides time from etemity, the voice
of the righteous Judge shall utter, It is too latc !
Long have the wide gates of the iingdom of hea-
ven stood open ; long have its messengers cricd,
one after another, ¢ To-day, to-day, if ye will
hear his voice.”? O man! man! how shall it be
when the sates ghall once be shut, with dread
clangor—forerer? Therelore, strive to enter in
at the strait gate, for many, { say unto you, will
seck to cater in, and shall not be able : when once
the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut
the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to
knock at the doar, saying, Lord, Lozd, open unto
us: and he shall answer 2nd 12y unto you, } know
you not whence ye are.— Thoiuck.

———— -

UNIVERSALISM,

LANENT OF A CHAMPION OF UNIVERSALISM.

M=. Barrotn proceeds, in the next place, to

show the improbability «f much advance in the

publishing line, and to give some account of his

own sad expeticnce. % Few, ifany, among Uni-

versalists, hiave published more h& of this kind

than myzelf.?® Dut, ¥ so0 far fiom my pudlica-

tions being a profit to me, they liave only been a
hill of expcase, and much perplexity, in addition

to all my labour in wiiting them—s0 much, that
| T have Kcm templed to curse the day I ever pub-
Vlished @ book.”? (The day is coming when he will
|curse it bitterly 1) ¢ Many Universalists seem to
{feel little iuterest in readiag and improving them~
Iselves as to their professed faith.” (Why should
ithev 1 they have ';emged to think for themselves.)
« \What is stiit mote ul, some, nof ¢ few, have
vy books, and either from wand of Aencsty, ot
carelessness, have forgotten to pay for them.”
& Who will be such o fool as Thave been,” (tra-
Iy ?) “to publish haooks on Univcrsal Salvation,
i’l:tbis is the way their labours are to be reward-
ed? 1AM HEART-31CKoF 1T; and tobe told, my
teoks have contribated much to the rapid apread
of Universalism, has no tendency to remove this
kind of sickness.” Hence, he conclndes that

there is but poor encouragement to write such
books, and thut thus one gtgzt means of spreading
their tenets will be discontinued. Mow strong
must be the love of the peogle for their religion,
when their poor abettors, who labour night and
day to build them u‘: in the faith, in epite of the
English Bible and the orthodox, must pay their
own expenscs, and dic with a broken heart! If
such has heen’ Mr. Balfour’s experience—a man
who has deserved more of the sect than any other
man—what must be the fute of the ¢ lesser
lights** 7—N. ¥, Evangelist,

JEWISH SECTS MENTIONED IN THE
NEW 1ESTAMENT.

THE SADDUCKES.,

Tux sect of the Sadducees derived its name
from Sadok, a pupil of Antigonus Sochwus, Pre-
sident of the Sanhedrin, or Great Council; whe
flourished about two bundred and sixty years
before the Clristian era, and who inculcated the
reasonableness of serving God disinterestedly, and
not under the scrvile impulse of the fear of pune
ishment, or the mercenary hope of reward.  Xa.
dok, misunderstanding the docttine of his master,
deduced the inference_that there was no future
state of sewards or punishments. Their principal
tenets were the following: 1. That there is no ve-
suryeclion, neither angel nor spirit, (Matt. 2xii.
3, Acts xxiii. 8.) and that the soul of man pe-
rishes together with the body. 2. That there is
no fate or overruling providence, but that all men
enjoy the mostample freedom of action ; in other
words, the absolute power of doing either good
ot evil, according to their own choice ; hence they
were very severe judges. 3. They paid no re-
d whatever to any tradition, adhering strictly
to the letter of Scripture, but preferring the five
:ml:’a gr DMoses lqt the trlex'L 5 t has been conjec—
ured by snme writers, that they rejected all
sacred books but those of M y ‘ecam J:.l::.
Christ preferred to confute them out of these. But
this hypothcsis is no proof; for, though Josephus
ftequem? mentions their tejecting the traditions
of the elders, hio no where charges them with ro-
jecting any of the sicred books ; and, as he was
imself a Phatisee, and tbeir zealous antagonist,
he would not have passed over such a crime in
silence, 1t is further worthy of remaik, that our
Saviour, who so severely censnred the Sadducecs
for their other corruptions, ¢id not condemn them
for such rejection.

In point of numbers, the Sadducees were 2n in-
considerable seet; but their numerical deficieney
was amply compensated by the dignity and emi-
nence of those who embraced their tencts, and
who were persons of the first distinction, Seve-
tai of them were advanced to the high priesthood.
They do not, however, appear to have aspired,
generally, to public offices.  Josephus affirms, that
scarcely any business of the state was transacted
by them ; and that, when they wete in the ma-
gistracy, they generally conformed to the mes-
sures of the Pharisess, thouzh unwillingly, aad
out of pure necessity ; for otherwise they would
not have been endured by the multitule.

(To be continmed.)

Got axd Macoc, the accurate chronologen, Dr.
Hales, thinks, are the general name of the northern
nations of Europe and Asia, or the districts north of
Caucasus, or Mount Taurus, colonised by (og, or
Magog, another of the sons of Japheth, called, by
the Arabian geographers, Jajuie and Majaje.  Gog
rather denotes the pezple, the land. Thus-
Balaam foreto}d that Christ would be s¢a king high,
or than Agag,’ or rather ¢ Gog ;" according to the
Mure correct reading of the SamaritanHebrew text
and o the Septuagint version of Nambers xxiv. 7;
and Faskiel, foretelling a fatwre invasion of the
land of Israel by these northera lmiolu,ilellwc.l:i
Tubal, and Tegsrmah, styles «Gog their chi
prince,” and describes their bost precisely as Scy-
thian or Tartarian : ¢ coming ont of the nerth, all
of them ridiag on horses;”  bows and arrowm”
their weapons; « covering the land like a clowd,
and coming like a » in the « latter daya™?
(Ezekiel xxxviii. 1-17.) He also describes their
immense slaughter, ia the valley of the: n-
gers on (he east of the sea, themce calied the val-
‘guof Hamon Gog, % the multitude of Log.?
(Bzek. xxxix. 1-22.)




