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baldric was ail dabbled with recent blood 1hli partcd the sceon of the weeping birches'4
stains, antI the black plume defaced and bro-
ken, and the tvholc of his rich dress hcsmircb-
cd with dust, and blackened witlh the smiokc of
gunpowdor. The vory horse wich hoe bc.
strode, a powerful, thorough-bred chargcr, fui-
ly caparisoncd for battle, bore signs wvIiec
coaild ot ho inistaize-i, of hiavin£, booln but late-
Iy in thac miulst of saniie hot taila1-y-for the
blood wvas stili streaming fast froin a deeýp
wixund in his quarters, wbile several other
siighter and sup,,erfiLcial cuts were visible upon
bis ncck and shouldors-bis gaiiop, toc, wvas
heavy aind uncertain ; and ha roiiod in his
gait, chianging his leg from time to time, and
stumbied more than once as if his strengîhtl
wvere faiiing him ; aiîhough ha was recovcred
quickly by tho -pur and eut-b of his rider.

The rider, too, scemed in ne bottcr pliglit, for
hoe recei in his saddie, %viarily, ani lis li-ad
droap.-d, and his cbeek wvas dea lly pale; al-
thnough, hio -troiiýed evideatiy wiîh the icroas-
inoY fii tncss of ies woiindýý, and bore hlinseif
ns o who knew that life itsef was on ies
herse's speel. That spced, luowev or, wvas fast
fad*ýing,,; and aq hie recaed thc sumnmit of the
litle bill, frons which the ioc of Ilho wood-
m-ans huat was vjiil, thc good hiorso once
ma:re stumbled, and thoiigh hie raiiied at the
touchi of the rowcis ani recovered hims-eif for
a mic ut, ho floondercud again heaviiy, and
feil with his hcad quite under him, despite the
exertions of tbe cavalier, wvho strave so long to
hring him up again that it was net without
iniich difficuitv lic d;songaged luis ]cg, as the,
poor brute roiied over on lilS sitie, and after one
convulsive stru-yle and a fcw igaqping scbs av

liaicsr the feet of the ma-rster, whom it hiad
died to serve. Too imm-rinent, iuowever, svas
his poril, and far ta brief his time, te siffer
hiim to mcurts17i over is fia;ifui servant; for a

mretor twe,, hoe appeared stunneri by the
fali and hiaif bcwvidcrecd, for hce raiscd his band
to bis forehead with an aimiess ani uncertain
gosturc; but thon hoe raliied instantiv, iistenod
intently fir a mioment, andi hcaring, nothing,
th-at weutld indiýcato juanrciate peril, gazed ail
aroiind iton, as if i search of sanie place of

sbAcr. Tho %vroath of curling siolke instant-
iy cnaght is cye, and thc low irithfui sounds
that flcated round the peasants cottagore and
ieavingr tlie rond without fardier colniderau ion,
hie hurried with fauitering and unevcn steps te-
ward that happy dlxelliior. Iippy, iniced,
ani pleasant watt the scene, lht isaIme tho eyes
of the xvar-warn aud blIeedin;, ft~iiive, wilicil,
liaviug, toilod uip tie sandy slopc of tuie liloc,

and gazed unseen upon tue little group before
the door.

The cottage was a low, wiîe-washed biid'
mcg, of a single story, with a thatched roof pro
jecting in a little porch before the door, alla
manticd by the foliage and sweet seentcd elug-
tors of a woodbine, which climrbed the rustîC
pilas and overran the caves, enciosiog the
simali diamond-paned casements with a thiok
verdant curtain. On eâher side the porcb %va
a narrow stripe of gardon, decked with swet
poas, and bloc and yeiiow lupines, and aý b1le8
or tw-o cf wild rosa and sweet briar, and b"
fore it a space, perhaps ton yards i ividîls, feIV'
ced in by the tail caks, and bore and therc 0'
bcch or ash, and carpeted with short 81
mcssy grccnsward, softer and of a rieher hute
than the most cestly veivotIs cf Genoa. A

one cnd of the cottagec was a thatcbed shed,
from over the haif door cf wbich protruded the
mild face cf a slook weil fed COW, and at the
other, a noble stack cf fagg ots, larger thath"
cottage wbich it sheitcred fromr the ocrthe3s'
tomn winds, and like it, providcd wvith a thateî'
cd roof qoite cvorgrcwn wvith lichens and the
yeliow flowered stonerop. Under theold
cf this lay a she goat, with twvc lds spcrtiîsg
round bier, and the hi tie cor, whosemrerry bar~
had been hieard just before, peccabiy 'Ie,1
by bier side. A littie wvay in front cf the hI't '
forining the foregiround as il were cf this 10ye'
iy rural picture, stocd a young girl, cf Severi
tceen or eigliteen years at most, btusily engBg
in hancing some shoots cf spotiess linon IIPOO
a cord whicb svas attached to two cf thelag
trecs-whiile a few paces to bier loft sat a seet

littie fairy cbiid, with great blue eyes giaflci 0
out cf the profuse flaxen conls, wbieb feul a

overy moment over es bright and laughitg fes'
turcs, piaying wiîls an enormnols black and tel1

bioodhound of the oid Tralbot brcedW'l
basked in tise sun iazily boside the bat-be, Oce"
sionaiiy giving its huge tait a flap tipon t10
grass, or raisingo. its great tawny muzzie t0 blir
the cbubby bands whicb wcre bedeckinig
wiîls wreaths cf buttercups and daisics. A if
tic way from these, upon the green, was afa
boy, cf somo twelve years, practising M'it 3
bow and arrow at, a mark set Up agat taîe
h)ou cfain cncrmous oak at sixty paces disteCG
which bis shaft, hcadless though it w a' 1

cd net te strike at each successive shott 0

ever and anon wbcn hie had struck the ul
eyo, raising a shih and jeyous shouti WiIch
wvas re-echoed by the crcwing laucibtor Of l(
voung siser, and iistened to ih a caln1,'ell


