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' THE PULPIT.

Tue Rock 1N Hores.

“And all the congregation of the children of Isracl journeyed from
the wilderness of Sin. after their journeys, according to the coramand-
ment of the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim; and there was no water
for the people to drink. .And Moses said unto him, Why chide ye with
med  Wherefore do yo tempt the Lord? And the people thirsted there
for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore
is it that thou hast Lrought us up out of Egypt, to kiil us and our
childron and our cattle with thirst?

Aund Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What shall I do unto this
people? they be almost ready to stone me. And the Lord said unto
BMoses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the clders of
Isracl; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the viver, take in thine
hand, and go.  Behold, T will stand before thee theve upon the vock in
Horeb; and thou shalt sinite the rock, and there shall come water out
of it, that the people may driuk.  And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel.  And he called the nawe of the place Massah, and
Meribuh, because of the chidir ¢ of the children of Israel, and hecause
they tempted the Lovd, saying, 1s the Lord among us, or not?"—Exodus
XV 18,

‘Che children of Israel were now in the wilderness on the way to
Cunuan.  They came to a place where they could find no water. As
wus their custom, they murmured against Moses. As was /Lds custom,
Moses cried unto God.  In answer to prayer, a rock was showed him,
which he was commanded to smite with his wonder working rod. He
didl 50, and abundant waters gushed out for the refreshment of the many
thousands of lIsracl. 1n that miraculous interposition of the God of
Isracl, to supply His thirsty people with water in the wilderness, there
is strikingly symbolized that wonderful provision of Heaven’s merey, by
which souls are saved from eternal death.  That the spirvitually minded
lsraclites viewed it in that light, and that when they partook of the
water flowing from the smitten rock, their souls drank by faith of the
water of u«,rlaatm'r life, lowing from the piereed side of Immanuel, is
ovident from the apmtohc testnnony “They drank of that quutual
rock that followed them: and that rock was Christ.”  Let us notice:—

. [L—Tue Rock.
“ Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the zock in Horeb.”

What a Jively symbol of Christ is a rock! How suggestive it is of

whut He is sn Minself! What durability and strength characterize
Him who is “the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” and who will
never fail those who build on Him us the rock of their salvation. How
suggestive, moreover, is & rock, of what the Redecmer is to His
people.  He is the foundation of all their hopes. “Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foun(latxou, o stone, o tried stone, o precious corner-stone,

sure foundation.” Those who huild their lxopo of cternal life on mxy
other foundation, arc ow the sand.  They who build ou Christ, the per-




