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Coming into possession of a considerable fortune at the
death of his fdthu‘ a few vears ago, he at once decided to
t¢see the world 7 and enjov himse!f to the utmost. A
bright, genial temperament, combined with his ample
means, soon attracted to him a circle of congenial spirits,
many of them his recent college mates, and soon the cup
of pleasure was quaffed to its dregs. Always generous
and open handed, his purse was often called into requisi-
sition to assist his friends out of heir many difflculties,
¢ debts of honor,” ete., and these demands, together with
his own lavish expenditures, soon wasted his inheritance,
and, at the end of three vears, he was almost penniless.

With the loss of his money came naturally the loss
of his so-called friends, and the practice of heavy drinking,
which he had at first taken up in a merely convivial spirit,
now became a fixed habit which. daily and hourly, faster-
ed itself more firmly upon him. His downward career
was sure and rapid ; each month, nay, each week, each
day, found him lower than the preceding one ; and, at the
time of our story, he had almost reached the lowest stage
of degradation. For several dayvs he had scarcely tasted
food, but had spent his last dollar (won at the gambling
table) in drink at the saloon into which Mary Russell had
seen him going the night before.

And now, his money all gone, his friends faithless,
and his once magnificent constitution almost wrecked,
Arthur Everson was indeed a pidable sight. A deep
depression had settled upon him, and as he struggled
along in the face of the wintry gale, his mind was filled
with sad and bitter thoughts. His past seemed to rise
before his mental vision with a painful clearness. He
remembered as though it were yesterday his graduation
day and the many honors it brought him—the congratu-
latuons of the professors, the bright predictions of his
friends, his own high hopes and aims and resolutions.
Next came his father's de: ith, and the acquisition of (what
was to him) an ample fo:tune, bringing with it so many
possibilities of pleasure to be tasted before the real burden
of life should be taken up.  Then began a wild and  reck-
less career ; which, at first, gave him a falsc and fictitious
enjovment, but which, in time, palled upon him. Still,
he endeavored to get what amusement he could out of it,




