A ROMANCE OF THE TELEGRAPH.

' was a lovely day wm May , the sun
was shung brgshtly, aid the e
was liten with that budmy fragranee
that lemds the speeial chanse to spang
Aay s 1was standings upon the 1oof

of one ‘of the teadius hotels i London.

had been exanitiing the telephone
witesunt the toof, on w hach we had Lately
placad & pew patent atrangement for the
paipuse of overcommyg induction from
the neighboring telegraph wires,

[ staod holdingz on wath ote land to @
standard for tlephone wies for several
mtttes, lostin thought.
tood _thas for, perhaps, fivo
when Twasbiought back to the
reabization of my senses by a sound
which, conmung upon e so suddenly,
seemed to freezo the blood i my veins,
send a chidt down my back, and anervous
tremor through my entire system; it was
We nnmustiheabile cry of 4 maaet

Furmngz qun kly towanls the davetion
from which the sound came, I saw the
author of st with s head just above the
openinzfor the iaprdoor, throwsh which

had gained aceess to the roof, anid the
door of which 1 had lefe swg back up-
on its lunges

L iceazumsed at once that the man was
mad, His wild «apression showed 1t
yuite planly.

Faran nstant I'stood motionless, not
knowimng what to do, when agwn that
langh vang ont upon the air and 1 uotie-
ed that he was ascending to the roof.
Quick as lizhtnng my mand took in the
situation, and rushing desperately to-
wards the man I strack hun wathall mv
force, endeavouning to knock i back-
ward down the flizht of stairs to the
Hloor helow. He saw my intention, and
tried to gain theroof before I could reach
him; but the distance butween us was
only a few feet, amd he had not risen
above the 10of higher than lus waist
when Tlorced him back.

1 stood upon the door a short time, ex-
pecting every munute that he would)
new the attach, when snddenly I heard
the report of a_stol from below, and
was couscrous of a whizzing norse in the
.

Laoking dawn, T ucticed a small hole
in the teap-door, and that the bullet had
passed uncomfortably near my leginats
upwaid flight.

T did not 1chsh the iden of heing shot
atin this manuer, and stepped immedis
auly off the door.

I had scaicely doneso, when there was
another report, ane another holo in the
door, directly upon the spot where I had
been standing.

What was to be done?
Afbat onco 1 noticed that the ends of
the ataple used for fasteng the doot on

the e projected thiough the thin
buwida lur some distance

Quuckly pssinggarope I hadiound the
kuob snd unmder the sharp cudy of the
staple, 1 tovk two twins 1ouml thens,
which was all there was 10om for, aml
diavwing the rope trzhtly, fastenad the
ends as seeanely as possible
This whole purformance lasted bat o
few seconds, but the pstol shots contin-
uedn vagd suceession, and D judged that
h[y this e he had empticd the seven
chambers of s 1evolver.

Phe tinmg had ceased, and 1 noticed
the dom moving shghily, as thoweh fone
was bengs brought to bear upon it from
below.

1 touk hold of the door with my hands,
and ekl it downashoard ast cound "The
madman s cned to be pushinge against
1t with a tiemendous force. What was
lone?
1ope was it weak thoys atthe best,
1 1 felt that it could not long hold out
asainst the efforts of a stioms man

All at o the thought of calling help
by telomaph e s iy mind. T had
heard of cases of telegrams being ~ent
without stiaments friom the scene of
ralway aceudents, and 1 detenmad to
try formy selfsf the madman could ouly
be kept within bousuds lungg enougzh to
allow me the oppoituity.

1w an expert teleaphist, having
spent A number of years i that busmess
brefore rater g the tlvphonse field AL
though 1 was.un old telectaphost, I had
neve pted the feat of tel b
withont an instrament.

But the situation called for a desperate
aet. and after loohnye atthe fastenings
on tho door to see that they were sevure
as possible, [ went quickly to che cdge of
the buildinz, where anamber of wnes
were strung on bitchets  These wires 1
Enew to lead to the B— Post Office.

1 had a sm’l paur of phers an my
pocket, and seizing a wne I entinto e
with the plicrs, and then bent the wire
m order to bieak it Fbe plers were
small, and it required a stiang effort to
suap the wire. but Iaccomplished the
feat in a few seconds  Now cama the
difficult part. T wastrembling with ner-
vous excitement.  Putting the ends to
my tongue. I felt thocircuit elose throwugh
it and all wassull. No one was using
the wire.

1 now took the wires in ecach hand,
and, as well as wy trembling fingers
would allow, I called B several times.
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