. ‘ The Boy Samuel

willing to obey. Elf percelved, ote. }e knew that
God had been speaking to Samuel, and told the lad
what to answer when ho heard the voice again. God
had spoken to Eli himself shortly before, through a
prophet, ch. 2 : 27-36. The Lord came. . stood ..
called. This time He was seen as well as heard.
Samuel answers as Eli directed him.

II. InsTRUCTED.—11-14. I will do a thing
in Israel. The whole nation had sinned, and there-
fore must suffer. Ears..shall tingle, The news
would shock the hearers, &s g 1oud shrill sound thrills
the enrs with pain. Perform against Elf. The
punishment was to fall most heavily upon him and
his family. Begin..make an end. God’s work
is always thoroughly done. Iniquity..he knew
(Rev. Ver.)..and restralned..not. El had
merely given his sons a gentle reproof (ch. 2 : 23,24)
for their wickedness (ch. 2 : 12-17), when he should
have expelled them from the priesthood. Not e
purged, ete. No sacrifice or offering could now
prevent their being punished.

I1I. OBEYING.—15-21. Samuel feared to
shew EHM. It was hard for the young lad to give so
great pain to one whom he loved, and who had done
so much forhim. EU..said.. Ged doso to theo,
ete: Let my fate be yours, if you do not tell me all.
Ther Samuel told him every whit, and Eli bowed
submissively to God’s will. The Lesson closes by
telling that, from Dan..to Beersheba, that is,
from north to south of Isracl, God established
Samuel’s authority as a prophet, appearing to him
again {n 8hiloh from time to time.

THE GECGRAPHY LESSON

Due north 5 miles from
Jerusalem is a cone-shaped
hill, which may be the site
of Ramax, the birthplace,
residence and burial-place
of Samuel. The site, how-
ever, is not certainly
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Canaan by lot amongst the twelve tribes. For.about
400 years, during the period of the Judges, the Ark
of the Covenant and the Tabernacle were,stationed
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hore, and Shiloh thus became the most rovered sane-
tuary in the land, From Samucl’s home at Ramah
is was about 14 miles to Shiloh.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Where was Samuel born ? To whose service did
his mother give him ? Where was the tabernaclo at
the time of the Yesson ? Who was the high priest ?

1-10 What was Samuel’s age ? What was his
work ? Why did God at .this time seldom speak
through prophets ? Where was Samuel when God
spoke to him ? Whose voice did Samuel think it
was ? To whom did he go ? How often did he go
to Eli, thinking that he had called him ? What did
Eli, at the third time, tell him to do ?

11-14 For wiat did the Lord tell Samuel He would
surely punish Eli? What did He say would not
prevent this punishment ?

16-20 Why did Samuel hesitate to tell Eli all he
bhad heard ? How did Eli induce him to make all
known to him ? What title is given to Samuel in
v. 20 ? How far did his authority extend ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Our responsibility for the sins of others.
2. Difficult duties as a test of character.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Everything comes to him who is ready. In a
recent story, & common [aborer got his foot firmly
on the ladder to success, because in his spare moments
he had studied engincering sufficiently to be able to
carry out the plans of a chief engineer who was taken
ill. We need not be over anxious about opportuni-
ties of serving God and our fellow man. They will
come in good time, as surely as Samuel’s opportunity
came to him, if wo fit ourselves for them by patient
training and discipline.

Prove from Scripture—That we should heed God’s
Word. .

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 81. What ts for-
bidden in the tenth commandment? A. The tenth
commandment forbiddeth all discontentment with
our own estate, unvying or gricving at the good of our
neighbour, and-all inordinate motions and affections
to anything that is his.

The Question on Missions—[Foreion Missions
N Canapa—Cuivese.] 11. What is our chiurch
doing for the Chiness in Canpda ? Work is being
carried on through Sundsy Schools, Christian Asso-
ciations, preaching services and personal visitation,
by seven missionarics and a large nuraber.of Sunday
School teachers and other workers.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What message concerning Eii did God #ive £0 Samuel 2. .vureitieinriviiiernenenratennnnnns



