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;'“i‘ they were required to wear not ecclesiastical

alay dress, there would not be that evil
ok would follow the adoption of Mr. Macken-
8 amendment.
My 8 few words from the Rev. W. M.
AYow in opposition to the amendment,
e Rev. H. Mackexzie faid he might claim
3 teply, but he felt how important it was not to
4 Cupy more of the time of the house. He thought
® could answer many of the objections, but
th bowed to the opinion of the majority. If,
1erefore, they would permit him—not as changing
u:‘ sentiment, but as bowing to the opinion of
%8 majority—he should be happy to withdraw
amendment.
a he amendment was then by leave withdrawn, |
d the paragraph was agreed to.
he house then adjourned till Friday morning, ;
en the discussion was resumed, the house|
Proceeding with paragraph 5. i
% annon WoonGATE said—I never rose to address
¢ houge with greater reluctance and pain than
+Pon the present occasion. I feel deeply the/
mportance of the question at issue, and the
¢8ponsibility which attaches to every word which
8y influence the result to which the house may
Trive. But I feel at the seme time the impor-
lice of viewing the subject in all its bearings,
in relation to the various consequences which
® more or less involved in it; and one of these
8rings, and one class of possible, not to say
Probable, consequences, has mot been as yet
verted to in the course of the debate. I feel
tiow true is what has been said, yet, ot the same
e, how inapplicable much of it is; at least, 80
n&“&’:‘:rggt fear, in the present circumstances of
have advocat Mr. Massingberd and others who
(snd th cated the establishment of these Readers
a8 a ool TepOTt itgelf d oes the same) have urged,
. & ground for its adoption, the fact that such &
ystem wasin operation immediately after the
formation, as well as at an earlier period
antecedent toit. But it must be borne in mind that
ere existed in those times an active principle
f subordination, a strong principle of deference
the authority of the Church, as well 88 the
8ence of any great religious body to which any
Kl'.‘; who repudiated that authority could join
s 8elf, which prevents the practice of those days,
0 shiglded, from being a safe precedent to n
r practice in these days, when DO 8uch
b Buard exists. I would ask, what security
470 we that we shall not, by creating this large
. Of Readers, be establishing the nuclei of
ture Digsenting bodies, and sowing broadoast
roughout the country the seeds of future
Yision? [ have had no practical eXperience
a nally of the system of Scripture-readers,
{4 present in operation in some dioceses; but
‘“We who have had such experience till me that
h & rogult is not uncommon. That these men
am ually acquire an influence and & Pposition
“m"“g the people where they minister, very
4 Ipting to the natural self-love of men and the
‘““‘e of distinction which animates most people;
u:d‘hat whenever any breach occurs between
i :;n and their employers, they step permanently
Viththe position thus prepared for them, and take
not them those whom their ministrations have
R Unnaturally attached to them. This could
hvhave occurred in those former periods Which
theo, Peen referred to as precedents, because
T wag throughout the country a strong Church
Whit®: 80d a principle of deference to authority
dy, h is unknown among the masses in these
w{“’ and therefore those precedents do not apply.
nc:t 18 to prevent s similar result in the case
¢ontemplated? Upon the occasion of dismissal,
Y mutual separation, not only would there
anting the feeling which wounld represent it
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} as a 8in, but many things might occur to a Reader’s
conscience to make it appear a duty to continue
his position as an independent teacher, and to
retain his followers or flock around him. I
earnestly pray that such may not be the case; but,
reasoning from the known principles of human
nature, it may be not unreasonably asked, what
is to prevent it ? You must consider the strong
temptation to which such men are exposed. You
propose to employ them in offices which, though
they may satisfy the yearnings of many devoted
minds anxious to promote the spiritual welfare of
others, will not meet the natural desire of
‘notoriety which must exist largely among the
" class which it is proposed ta employ. Youallow
them to teach and catechise, and to perform the
more unobtrusive and less conspicuous parts of|’
' the ministerial office ; but you stop short at that |:
! point to which whatever ambition they possessed

gradually extending and taking root, creating an
atmosphere on which these projected institutions
may hereafter safely float. But if we adopt them
prematurely, we ehall eventually retard them,
and take a step in the dark from which we may
find it difficult to retreat. Meanwhile there is
‘nothing to prevent the experiment from being
tried on a limited scale in individual parishes,
| where the comparatively small number employed
{admits of a personal acquaintance on the part of
ithe incumbent, csalculated to obviate the fears
I ' which would be entertained where great numbers
_were employed. And I further think that this
i question is materially affected by the resolution
'to which the house has arrived on the subject
of sisterhoods. I see in these contemplated bod-
ies a fertile source of supplying the want which
this preseut measure is designed to supply. As
readers op visitors of the sick and afflicted, I see

!

ji would naturally point. You would not allow 'no reagon why these devoted women should not

"them to preach. At this many mindsin that class | be of egsential use and assistance in this depart-
_of life would chafe, and would be too glad to seize | ment of ministerial labour, without the danger
|any opportunity which offered itself of throwingito be apprehended from the other plan. It is
| off that restraint. It is at this point that we|inot my intention to offer any opposition to the
should feel the loss of that old Church feeling and | measure before the house. It is one on which, I
Edeference to ecclesiastical authority which existed H)onestly confess, I do not see my way clearly at
'when this plan of Readers was adopted with | this time. But as only one side of the question
‘benefit to the Church, and without any corres-ijhas been'brought forward by previous speakers,
i ponding danger. The case is widely different!iT have felt it my duty to make these few remarks
pow. People in general little think how largely . on the other side, in order to enable us to view
'consideration of social position and personal 'the subject in its various aspects and in all its
.importance enter into the question of Dissent. ‘bearings. and I earnestly pray that we may be
,In the Church all men are equal; and those: guided to 8 right conclusion on this most impor-
 distinctions which the old pew system once created . tant subject.

tare fnst-.dymg out. Thereis little room for social  Archdeacon DENISON said he believed that the
{distinctions in the Church. Not so in Dissenting:, difficulty which existed in Canon Woodgate's:
bodies. fl‘here the wealthier members of the ,mind grose out of the absence of that church
!congregation are made much of. They bave  authority among them which would keep things
lhlgh places assigned them—a deference exacted' steady in case such results were to happen as he
from the Sunday-scholars—a presumed authority i, contemplated. People would not submit to the

a hetier i

tover the minister himself. T believe that in po gne ; authority whiokr wadar. . atate of things
denumimavion o Disgenters will it be found that, would prevent those unhappy results which Canon
{more than one large social class exists at the same :; Woodgate had put before them. They must be
'time, One class of tradesmen will be found to:, quite content, however, for many years to come,
|belong to the Wesleyan body, another to the . perhaps for ever, in this country—for he hardly
{Independents. Those of a higher grade who are | looked for a revival of church authority in this
ifound among them are there as individuals, i‘; country, at any rate for a long time to come—bhe
| taking a personal lead, but not clashing with the || thought they must be content to supplement
prejudices of class. Those who form the denomin- || church authority by moral authority, and when
ation called Ranters are lower in the social scale, || they came to look at the matter in that way, he
finding in their own sect the social position which || thought that the objections to supplying a great
would be denied them among the Wesleyans and || want considerably decreased and almost vanished.
Independents. And if even that large body who, || And there Was this also, that if the clergy in the
it is now to be feared, geldom enter a place of; absence of church authority, which they could
worship—I mean our highly paid operatives—if||not have, Were to consider how they might best
even those should be brought to an active sense||increase their moral authority, the carrying out
of religion without being won to the Church, it:: the proposition in this report would act as a gréat
will be found that they will develop some new check snd stimulus—a great check on the incum-
form of Dissent, deriving its characteristics in a| bents in Point of temper and management, oblig-
great degree from from circumstances connected; ing thém to look more narrowly than perhaps
with their presumed social claims. With these;they did at this moment, before they committed
secondary motives in such powerful and extensive ;| themselves to anything which might give cause
operation, how great must be the temptation to!|of offence. It would also act as a great stimulug
one who hasbeen acting in a subordinate position, || to the ¢lergy to keep up their learning. He did
influential, but far below what he considers that) not think that any stimulus Was more wanted.
his qualificatious eatitle him to, to make some; Something was said in the house yesterday about
dispute or imaginary slight the occasion of separ-| lowering the qualification for admission into
ating himself from the Church, with a set of; orders. Iledid not wish to say anything offen-
followers ready to accompany him. I feel most . sive, but he could not conceive a lower qualifi-
grievously the want, in the English Church, of ; cation for taking holy orders than that which
that which a measure of this kind is intended toj now eXisted in this country. He therefore
supply. 1see the advantsge possessed by thei, hought that they all of them should and would
Roman Church in having those numerous shsdes“ be glad to welcome any stimulus which, to use a
and degrees in the ministry which enables it to! common expression, would put the screw on the
hold the strings in the hand, and to feel the pulse, ! incumbent, and he thought that the presence of
a8 it were, of the Church to its very extremities; | o person of this kind in the parish would put the
and I hope that the time may yet come when the | screW on very strongly. It would also operate
English Church may realise a machinery of a (e a great stimulus in respect of energy. It
gimilar kind. But I do not believe that the time:|sezmed to him that the proposition in the report
is yet come. I believe the Church principles are ' was 8 Very happy proposition, and therefore he.
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