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THE CANADA

THE RAFISMAN'S LIFE.

Sinco tho oponing of navigation nevoral gangs
of raftsmon have been omployed at the North-
orn Railway docks in constructing tho timbor
which arrived thore over the differont railways,
into rafts to Lo towod to Quebec and then ship-
pod to Furope. Within tho last docado tho
quantity of timber reccived at this port hus
materially decreased, and as each succeeding
year groater inroads aro mado upon the prim.
oval forest of Ontario, tho total extinction of
tho trade is Lut a question of time. Asyet,
however, it retains respectablo proportions, and
this spring noarly half o million dollars worth
of timber will bo constructed into rafts at the
Northorn Railway docks, and forwarded to
Quobee. The bulk of thistimber is rock olm
from Muskoka, but a considerablo quantity of
walnut and other fino woods have a place in the
collections. The firm who build the rafts have
men at work in the woods ull winter cutting
Jumbor, which is dzagged over tho snow to tho
nearest railway whero, a4 soon 8 spring opiens,
it is shipped to Toronto. Whon tho lumber
train arrives hero it is shunted on & siding closo
to the margin of the dock, and then commences
tho work of raft building. A gang of men roll
tho logs from the car into the wator, whero a
wiro ropa is hitched around thom. By the aid
of a horse power which Tovelves on a strongly
built raft, tho logs arc hauled to any apot do-
sired with rapidity and case. The timber is
firet formed into a smal} raft, which ia called a
dram. A dram is generally about 50 feet wide,
by 300 feet long, aud contains from 25,000 to
40,600 square fect of timber. Tho logs are
bound together in a solid mass by maplo sap-
lings, which are 81 twisted by machinery as to
be extremely phant.  After a numbor of drams
hava been comploted a steam tug tows fivo ur
s1x of them to I’rescott, where thoy are furaied
into ono great raft, which generally comprises
about soven drame,  This immenso ass of
timber is then towed down the St Lawrence
until the rapids ave reached, when the raft is
hroken into singlo drams and in this way passes
tho many rapids of that mighty stream. The
crew who man tho rafts aro thoroughly conver.
sant with tho intricacics of the channels, and it
is very seldom that a raft comes to grief among
tho rushing waters. About two weeks is the
timo generally consumed in making the voyago
from Toronto to Quebec, but of courso if the
weather is unfavorablo a much longer time is
oceupied in tho trip.  When tho timber roaches
Qucbee it is cut up into lengths suitable for
shipment, and is then forwarded to LEoglaud by
nailing vesscls.

A fow scasons ago it was not an uncommon
thing to ship 40 drams of 2imber from Toronto
Dy raft, but this season only 20 drams will bo
madoup. Tho valuo of these is about $20,000
yor dramn, su thas the total valuo of the timber
anade up at the Northern Iailway docks will
not fall far short of half n million dollars. The
number of men cmployed at the work is
about 120, principally French Canudians. For
some rcason or other tho light and volatilo
Freuch Cunadian soctos bettor fitted to enduro
tho alternate hardship and exso of a vaftsman’s
lifo tkan his Ontario fellow.countryman. At
all ovents, but very few Ontarians follow the
raftsmon’s hazardous calling. The party who
have been worhing at tho rafts at the Northern
docks hiere are what the Iato Artemus Ward, of
facetious momory, weuld term a * gallus lut.™
Accustomod to tho easy romantic life of the
Tumbering camp, their frco apirit revolts at tho
jdea of submitting to the restraints imposed by
civilized life. Thoy cherizh n deop-rooted an-
tipathy to living in a dwelling-house, and to
humor this faucy, their employer has given
them quarters in soveral old shanties in tha
Iumber yard, adjoining tho docks, Tn their
humble quarters lhiero they scem to b supromo-
Iy happy, and seemingly enjoy their {reo and
casy stylo of living quite as much as the pam.
pored child of luxury cnjoys hisstyle.  Inthe
ovoning, when the labors of tho day are over,
tho men assemblo in the yard and adopt various
devices for killing time, Tho musicians of tho
party will bring out their instruments and
furnish tho music to which romo giddy youth
will trip tho light fantastic.  Thoyards resound
with tho music of the deep voices of the lunbor-
men as they gaily trill short snatches of somo

old French song. Somo amuse thomselves by
playing cuchre and othor sinful games, with
packs of cards that look as if thoy had scon the
sorvice of many wintors. Tho curiously inclined
gather around tho *oldest inhabitant,” who,
with that vorncity charactoristic of anciont
rosidonts, tolla his open.mouthed audionce of
tho Dair.breath escapos which he had from
death whilo running a raft down the might, St.
Lawroenco. In theso and sundry other waya
thoy mannge to pass tho timo, and each evening
their quarters aro visited by largo crowds of
citizons who are anxious to view a realistic rep-
resontation of lifo in a lumboring camp.

In the wintor months the raftsmen busy
themsolves in cutting timber in the woods, and
when thoe return of spring loosens tho ico king’s
grasp on tho mountain’s torrent, the raftsman
has often to guide logs down to a spot whero it
is convenicnt to ehip thom from. This is o
situation that roquires great steadiness of nervo
and courage, and it is no infrequent thing to
hear of adventurous lumbermen gotting drown-
od whilo taking a drive of Jogs down stream.

After the raft building operations are conclu-
ded each year the men roceivo their woll-carned
wagus, and 80 often go on a prolonged spree
which lasts until their money is oxhausted. In
tho fall thoy aro gonorally as badly broko as the
ton commandmonts, and anxious to go into the
woods for anothor winter. This routine con.
tinues whilo their health can stand the strain,
and when asking tho winberman what becomos
of tho men who were too fecble to go back tothe
woods ho answered simply ‘* God knows,”

Thoe men who ave working on tho rafts this
spring are a very quict and well behaved lot,
Sinco their armival hiers the pulice have nut unce
been called un to suppress any disturbance. In
a fow days tho men wall take their departuce,
aud instead of the merry shuuts of the rafts
men, tho shrill whistle of the propeller, and the
gruff vuico of the schooner captain, as with
many unscriptural quotations ho urges his crow
to increased diligenco, will bo the sounds that
will break the nightly stillness of tho Iakes,

VICE-ROYALTY ON A CRIB.

O1rawa, May 29.—Tho first crib of tho sea-
son began to como down the slides yesterday,
and his excelloncy the Governor-General and
Her Royal Highness tho Princess Louise, having
oxpressed a desiro to “run the slides,” apecial
arrangemonts wore mmade for their recoption,
About five o'clock in the afternoon His Excel-
fency and Her Royal Highness, attended by o
numerous suite, drovo to tho head of the slidos
at the Chaudiere. lero o ralt constructed with
unusual care of timber belonging to the Mesezs,
White, and fitted with rough but sccuro seats
for tho accommodation of Xer Royal Highnesa
and the Ladies in Waiting, was lying in readi
ness.  Having boarded the [raillooking craft,
Mr. W. A. Humphrey, who acter as pilat, took
chargo of tho raft. Somng half dozen raftsmen,
carcfully sclected for their experienco and
trutworthiness, formned the crew, and under the
watchful oyo of Mr. Hwinphrey the rafts with
its distinguished passengers passed through the
danger of thoslides without accident and nis.
hap of any description.  About six o'clock it
shot out iuto the bread expanse of the river

apposite the Parliamentary grounds whers tho
steamer which plies between Hull and the
Ontarie share ran aut to meet it, and took the
Vice-Regal party ashore.  His Excellency and
Her Royal Highness oxpressed themselves as
Leing delighted with the success of tho trip, and
paid wany well.anerited compliments to the
mitsmen.  Awmongst tho Vice-Regal party was
Mr. Samuel L. Clemmons® **Mark Twain ” who
will now have nnother chapter to add to his
miting oxperience.

PROPOSED FORESTRY CONGRESS.

A uow itom has been gong the rounds of the
Southoern prem to tho efect that a proposal has
becn mado to hold a Forestry Congroas at Lake
do Funiak, in Florida, dunng the month of
March, 1§84, 1t doos not appear under whoss
auspices tho proposed Congress is to bo held,
nor has anything trauspiced showing who are to
bo invited to attend its deliberations or take

THE REMEDY FOR OURING

CONSUMPTION, COUGHS,
00LDS, ASTHMA, OROUP,

All Disoases of the Throat, Luugs and
Palmonary Osgans.
BY ITS FAITHYUL USXE
CONSUMPTION HAS BREEN CURER

When otber Romedies and Phyzlolans haps
falled to effeot a curo.

Rocommended by Prrysiciana, M
Nugrsxs. In dot b; ov:?;fwd;'mg{:‘o‘ ::m
givon it a good trial, “J¢t never faite
to bring relief,

As an EXPECTORANT it has no Equal;
It 1a harmless to the Most Delicato Child,
It contains no OPLUM n any Form,

2%-Directions soo0r euch
For salo by a1l rugaiota b Pottlo.

PERRY DAVIS’
VEGETABLE

PAIN KILLER.

This colobrated Medicine is rocommonded by
Ph ysicinng, Ministers, Missionarics, Managers
of Xactorics, Workshops, Plantations, Nurses in
Hospitals,—~in short, overybody, overywhere
who has ever given it a trial,

TAKEN INTERNALLY, it cures Dyson.
tory. Cholera, Diarrhwa, Cramp and Paln in
the Stomach, Bowel Complaint, Painter’s Colic,
Liver Complaint, Dyspepsia or Indigestion,
Sudden Colds, Sore Throat, Cougis, &e. Used
oxtornally, it cures Boils, Felons, Bruises, Cuts,
Burns, Scalds, O1d Sores and Sprains, Swellings
?\‘g zl::! Joxm_s:i ;lgtl))othacl:p, }.’ag;l in )cguiil‘aco,

curalgia an eumatism n
Frost-bitten Feet, &c ’ o ands,

The PAIN.KILLER is sold by medicine
dealers throughont the world, Prieo 20c., 25c.,
and 50¢. por bottle.

of its industries, and it is an cncouraging sign
to find that someono has becomu aroused to the
necessity of cunserving tho vast reserves of
gruwing timber that abuund in that section,
Lako de Ifuniak, which is on tho line of the
Peusacola & Alabamn R.'R., is a new town,
but it is in tho midst of forests, and is in an
appropriate place for such deliberations to tako
place. If taken in hand by well informed men
of practical knowledge and intelligenco, such a
meeting ought to result in benefitting the im.
portant lumber, as well as agricultural interests
of the Southern States ; but preservo us from a
gathering of doctrinaires, whoso chief object in
attonding such a convocation would bo fur the

Now York and Boston by nearly a thousand
miles, and obviate the dangers of navigation
among the reufs around the southern end of
Tlorida. — Northiweslern Lumber man.

MusTAL depression, hesdsche, and nervous
debility, are apeedily remedied by that oxcel-
lent blood-purifying tonic, Burdock Blood Bit-
ters. The Editor of the Mitchell Recorder
states that he was cured of biliousness, liver
derangement, and eick headache, by the use of
this medicine, . -

U
.

O 1B UNACQUAINTEO WiTH THE GLOGRAPHY OF THIS OOUNe
SLL FY EXAWNING THIS MAP THAT THE

aro as impracticablo as thoy are usoless. The
iinportance of tree planting in thiscountry can

stimulate tho intercst that ought to bo folt
upon this question, should receivo the support
and co-operati.n of Jumbermen.—XN. Y. Lumber
Trade Review.

Logs ** Banked.”
Tho Lumberman’s Gazetle of Bay City, Michi-
gan, rays:—The storms of the past week were
excoodingly destructive for tho lumbermen on
tho ivers in tho loss of logs, quite a number
of rafts being brokon up and the logs acattered
along the shore in almost inextricable confasion
from tho mouth of the Saginaw river to the
mouth of the Au Gros. Mosars. Chapman &
Co., I. H. Hill & Son, and somo others are
among tho lusers by the heavy northwost gales,
which thus scattercd their Jogs, and aent tho
tugs flying to the nver for shelter. Tho Bay
City Lumber Company had their rafts contain-
ing nearly ono and a half million feet of 20 per
cent, logs banked bLetween the mouth of the
Kawkawlin and Saginaw rivers, and some of
them so sffoctually banked that it will cost as
much as tho worth of the logs to sccure them

Agan.

A New Canal.

The Ylorida ship canal schieme is likely to
result in tho actual opening of & water-way
from a point near Jackeonville, on tho St. John
river, to a connection with tho Sawaneo, near
the Gulf of Mexico. The purposc is to con-
struct a canal capabls of tho passage of the
largest ocean stoamor, Tho company has been
formod and isready for business, This work
will shorten the distance between gulf ports
and tho Atlantic S00miles. Tt will be impor-
tant to tho yollow pino trade of Pensacols,
Mobile, and other producing and shipping points

part in its discussions; but tho forestry intercsts

of the South aro among the most important

purposo of ventilating well-worn theories that |

nct bo over-estimated, and anything that will{
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