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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

- A LOOK-OUT.

Our readers will not expeet from us a homily
on the course of timo, such as at this period Lo
fits the sages of thodaily papors, who dovoto
themsolves to summing up tho ovonts of the
past year, and moralizing on them liko Touch-
stono in ** As You Like It,” to tho cdificition,
no doubt, of many of thoso who logk to thom
for inspiration and guidancu , but suel distribies
wiould bo inapproprinto hore.  Of the greatmen
who have been taken away from us sinco this
timo last year, and the littlo mon who have bo
como great, it is not our provineo to discourso ;
our nission i8 to investigatu the progress of the
timbor trads, and to show from the familiar in-
cidents of tho past, and tho stato of affairs in
actunl present, what thy course of Lusinoss is
likoly o bo in the coming year, on which wo are
about to entor.

Even this, howover, wo can only du incidon-
tally just now, as wo havo to reservo for our
aummary of the year, . "mut the middle of Jan
unry, & moro oxtonsive survey of the trade; at
presont wo must bo content to tonch on the
prospocts from abroad, without dwelling on
thoso nearor home ; and, indeoed it is the foreign
and colonial information upon which all our
reasoning as to future supplics is founded.

Wo intimated a month ago that Russia was
forming a chain of railways to connect all her
workable forosts with tho nearest shipping
ports, aud, in fact, that the whelo of them wore
now in communication with tho sea.  That is,
perhaps too large a phrase when wo think of the
vast territury wluch the name of Russia reoro

sents ; but it may be understood to mean that
the forests within any feasille distanco of the
rivers that find their way to tho waters of the
Gulfs of Bothma and Finland are now eapablo
of getting their produco forwarded to the near-
cst rivers by moaus of railruads, whero heroto-
foro they wero convidered naccessiblo to com.
morco oh account of tho scrions impediments
bLotween themselves and navigation.  On thig
account we may condider that, whatever tho
importation from Russia has beon this year, it
is likely to bo very much larger in 1883, .

From Nurway tho samg mncreaso 1y oxpocted,
and very much from the sauno cause. A great
portion of tho Swedish trade on the westorn

borders will by the now railways find its way to
Drontheim, we aro told, and very much increase
tho trado thero.  Our Chrixtiama correspondont
also in our 1ast nmunber furnishod reasons why
4it would seom probable that a great quantity
of timber could not fail to bo brought forward
for next year’s sawang scason.” lo suggests,
however, the usual uncertaunties, and tho indis.
position of inerchants tv pay the prices demand-
ed in tho interior as likely to check the supply ;
but wo remember nu instance of its having
dono so. The men who have timber to cut
down during tho winter for market w11l hardly
be diverted from their purpose by a difference
of afow shilling per staudard when tho price is
yot remuuerative; and, i fact, it 13 merely a
question of tho woodmon boing out of employ-
ment or gotting somnothing less per week for
their labur, and though thoy may hesitato over
it for n white, we seldom hear of them refusing
by strike tu accommodato themselves to the
changes of tho times.  What may help to keep
Christiania priccsat a fair lovel is the impres-
sion that a dimmshed production of flovring
muay be oxpected there, on account of the mills
that wore deostroyed by firo tlis  year,
those of Messrs. Kjosterud, Breren & Co., and
of Messra, Maarud & Co., which have not been
rebuilt.  On tho othor hand, it may bo assutned
that it will ronder battens moro plentaful, ag
fewer of them in that nughborhived will Le
wanted for convemion, especially as our corres.
pondent allegos that shippces *“ dv nut appear
vory eager to scecuro them,”

Unetho wholo, therelore, we may seb 1t down
that there will Lo plent, © v od naan Jactured
ond unmanufsctured, W case forvand  from
Norway, and th g it will cone i s meshage o
other thero 1s vvery tewson e inhiove,

If w.. nuw tum our attention to Sweden, the
chief suurcs of ow supgdy o Latvgrain dinber
goods, wo seo overy inmdication of a plontiful
supply. Tho shortago that was furetold in 1880,
but which did not cotie to pass in 1$S1, it was
then eapiained to ue, would not Lo sprivusly

folt till tho following yoar, as only 20 or 30 per
cent, of tho winfor's eut came forward Lthd sano
year. In 1882, thorofore, wowaero to bo purish-
od for our incredulity ; but this yoar had hardly
begun when tho theory had ceased to bo Jistonoed
to, and instond of a shorter oxport from Sweden
this year, tho fimt ton months of it gavean ox-
cess ovor tho samo months of last year in sawn
and planed wood of 135,000 Potersburg stand-
ands, and 1o loss than 65,000 loads of sjuare
and rough timbor, the greatest oxport, wo be-
heve, over yet reachod in the same number of
monthe, and leaving aftor it a Ianger remainder
at tho shivping ports, and on tho way to thony,
than any pr yvious season,

At tho meoting of saw mill owners at Stock
fiolm, on tho 16th of Docember, respecting
which wo published a telegram in our last
unpression, tho opening surplus to bogin noat
season with was acknowledged to bo 50,000
standurds over that of last yoar, and, without
any iuclination to ascribo to thoso gentlemen a
dostro to uuslead buyers on this sido, wo may
safoly say they were not likely to err i tho dir-
ection uf ovoratating the caso. Possibly 100,000
standards may bo nearer tho mark, but it is by
10 means nocessary to press tho point. Vith
moro than an average viater supply in this
country, o great many vossels frozen up in their
ports with cargoes, which could not got away
in timo, and o larger stock than usual for f.0.w.
shipmont, it in within tho boundary of rational
probability that an: incroase of price e bo
established in thoso regions during the coming
year?

Yot our correspondent tells us that in the
north of Sweden ** thero is a decided stiffening
fecling provalent mnong holders of sawn
stocks ;* but no admits that it will not bo wiso
“to stand out for tho full pricea obtained dur-
ing thecarly part of tho last season,” though
theoutput may bo diminished ** by the immense
masses of snow that have fallen inmany parts
of Norrland,” which will make it “a wmatter
of considerablo trouble and <« ponse to
got at tho tunber.” Reports of this sort, though
perhaps very intolligible in Sweden, ace rather
confusing here, If the snow does not como
down, or there h.ppens a scanty supply of it,
the trade is nccustomed to hear great lamenta-
tions over the unfavorable stato of tho forests
for logging purposes; but here wo have an
ascount of plenty of snow, which is ropresented
as o gorious impediment to tho delivery of the
timber. Offsetting one argument by tho othor,
rendors will bo apt to consider them liko nega-
tive quantities in algebra, which represent noxt
to nothing. Snow, howaver, may be very uso-
ful, like brandy and water, to a certain extent,
but to much of it is found tobe worse than none
at all.

In this short analysis of the stato of the pro-
duction of wood for exportation in Northern
Europe we have cndeavored to ascertain the
turn that the trade is likely to take at the
opening of the coming season, and wo imagine
that tho impression loit on the mind of the
reader will bo that. whatever olso may happon,
there is no likelihood of any shortage in the
customary supply, but on the contrary that it
promises to bo on a very liberalscaleindeed ; nor
18 the state of the stocks in this country so low
as to necessitate an early or urgent demand for
an ncrease of them. On the other hand
tho continental requiremonts roay bo much lar.
gor than thoy wero last yoar.,

1t wax very naturally sapposed the crisis in
Paris last January, consequont on tho failure of
tho Union Generale for such an immonso amount
of moncy, would greatly discourage trade in
Frauce, and no doubt it did so to a certain ox-
tent, but it 18 a mistake to supposo that monoy
is not still very plentiful among mercantilo
oircles in that country, and tho rquiromonts of
tho timber trade will probably be on a very
hiberal scalo, for nothing 18 a botter test of the
statu of trado in any rcalm than its oxport and

wunport returns, and from thoso we learn that§St, John or Mirzmchi thero is nol a great
tho salue of the latter fur tho past -cloven jdifference an yuality. When spiuco deal car

months ended, oxcceded thoso of last year for
the samo period by £4,356,920 sterling, and the
exports by  £9,535,000—clear  ovidenco that
France is still enjoying n very considerablo
mensuro of conunorcial prosperity, and that no
interrvption to the public works authorized by

the legislature—~and conscquontly requirisg g

Iargo supply of forcign timber—is liLely to takoe
placo,

Wa intonded to glanco at tho atato of tho sup.
ply in hand on tho Americav eido, but have no
apaco loft to do so in the prosent number.—
Timber 2'rades Journal.

AN ADMI(RALITY B8UIT.

In tho case of Yoter Muntz ot al against s
certain raft i tno Unitod States District Court,
libelants, who formed tho crow of tho steam
ferryboat Afargaret, suod for salvago sorvices
rondore: tho craft when it got adrift in the
rivor.

Tho District Court gave libelants judgment
eand awarded them salvago.

An appeal from this decision was taken to
thoe Circuit Court, and Judge Pardeo umt"}od
the decision. .

On tho appeal it was urged : ¢

“1, That o raft of timber is not aubjocbto
tho jurisdiction of tho Admirality Court, in tho
matter of salvago.

2 That tho Margaret was too small and
weak to bo able to render salvago sorvices tq o
Iarge craft.

** 3. That no salvagoe services can bo allowod
compensation when tno proporty is uot 80vg
and that tho raft in this caso was saved by
largo tug-bonts and not Ly the Margarot, -*

¢4, That tho services of tho Margamt
of no valuo to tho raft.”

Tho court 8aid ¢ 'd'

** A fow undisputed principles takon frord’
toxt-books scttles thiy case. v

“*Salvage is compensation for maritime'$er T
vices rondered in saving property ur rescui xt
from lmpondmg danger on thoseaoron a »
lic navigable river or lako whoro interatatd bt r
foreign commerce is carried on. Mnnﬂ
Salvage, soc. 67.

“Salvage may bo shortly doscnbod ad’ dn
allowance for saving a ship or goods, or b3 ;
from the damages of tho ses, firo, pxmtcs i
enemies,” Jones on Salvago p. 1.

“It is absolutoly cssential that the sal\’
should have renderod nctual assistanco to the
vessel in distruss.” Jones, supra, p. 4 ~

** If part of a salvago servico 1s performod By
ono sct of salvors, and tho salvage is afterwa
completed byothers the first set aro entitled
roward, pro tanlo, for sorvices thoy actual.§
rendered, and this, ovon although tho part they
took, standing by itsolf, would not in fact bave
affocted tho salvage,” Jones, supra. S.—Ameri-
can Lumberman.,

OUR SPRUCE IN ENGLARD. f

Tho London Timber Tradcs Journal says :—
Tradoe 1 spruco on the west coast of Great
Britain may Lo said Lv be at a standstill uptil
the turn of the year. Merchants will now.!
stocktaking, and until they exactly know What
they have on hand will bo vory avorss to b
ing. Both the weathor aud the Chmt.m
holidays have been against transaction in spru
deals, but at tho commencement of the j
year weo hopoto 500 an imnproved stato of affgjrs.
Morchants aro voy chary of buying, on accqpht
of expecting topick up great bargainslater on,agd
no doubt, while odd cargoes aro dropping ing
tho market from timo to time, it justifics,d
buyers in holding back from freoly purcbas ‘
Cargoes of spruce have been bought in & 8
Liverpool market at equal to £6 17s. 6d. cgh 2
freight, and insurance, and although the dﬁl}s
are from Nova Scotin, and muy not satis yﬂ
werchauts in quality as well as if thoy were St.
Jokn or Miramichi, still they do not fall far
short of these; indeed, wo havo geen Nova
Scatian cargoes oqual t1 any from St. John or
Miramichi, and if the shipment from theso lat-
ter ports in lato ycars arc any critorion, we
unhesitatingly affitm, compared with formor
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timos, tho character of these shipnmients is
detenorating on tho whole. So that between
an urdinary Nusva Scotian cargo and one from

goes can bo Lought on this side at or uader £7
cost, freight, and insurance, thero is not much
vecasion fur suerchants ur impurtors to hesitato,
ns at this figure it is generally safo to stock.
Tho cost of preducing deals in Canada is yoarly
increasing, and when wo como to consider that

cost of the doals and insurance being put at £4,
Joaving £3 for froight, it will bo ®cen thers i
not much in this prico for tho shippor. W,
quostion if at this figuro spruco deala aro nat
producod at a Joss, and wo nro thoreforo unably

oxpoct to aoo prices any lowor.
Thosec Nova Scotian cargoes recontly sold at

thosa iutereatod in thoms. \When wo take iuty
account tho freights latoly paid for romoving
fall stock, with tho high rates of insurance fur
loss. It is rumourod that theso low scales are
a couplo of months back, snd formed on the

market by thoso having advanced ngninat thom,

what tho markot is,

TRESPASSING.

An Ottawa correspondont of the NovtAwestern
Lumberman aays :—This winter seomsto boa
particularly anfortunate one for operators in the
woods in one respect, nawmely : trespassing on
ono another's limits.  As many of tho boundar-
ics botweon limita havo nover boen run in the
Geld, it is alinost impossiblo to avoid trespass

ing, more or lcss, and if limit bolders would
only udopt the principle of arbitration in cases
of treapass, it would bo better for all concerned,
but it scems that when a trespess is perpetrated,
it is always on a pet reserve, whero tho timber
is much more valuable than on any other part
of the limit ; and whon asked what suni will bg
nccepted in compensation, either a demand is
made for an cqual number of trees which would
mako & square tiinber of 100 feot averago, or a
prico is froquontly put on a few hundred trees
which is actually more than would have been ac.
coptod forthe wholelimit boforo tho trespass took
place.  Neither of theso demnands being acceded
to, thoy go to law : both parties spond §5,000 or
$6,000 uselessly ; tho trespasser pays a triflo
moro than tho first offer, and the party whose
limit was trespassed upon, after ho pays lus

‘| lawyer and other incidental expenses, gots littlo

or nothing for his timber. It secms strange that
a body of such shrewd men as our lumbermen

| aro, have not devised somo casy, inoxpensive
mothod of deciding such cases, and thus save

themselves largo and uscless oxpeuse, besides
oxposing tho inward wesking of their business ;
but it is to bo boped that tho timeis at hanu
when measures will bo adopted to remedy this
unsgatisfactory stato of affairs, and that the de.
cision of such claims for damages will be taken
out of the hands of a jury composed frequently
of men unable to appreciato the importance of
the cases brought before them, and left to the
unbiased judgnent of honorable men engaged
in‘the trade, who would make the fittest judges
of what would, under tho circiumstances, bo fair
componsation for injury caused by cutting over
limit lincs.

INFORMATION ABOUT SAWS.

On fow points connected with wood conversion
is thero more differenco of opinion than the
question of speeds.  Commencing first with cir-
cular saws for ripping, for sawing soft and
medium woods, a speed of 9,000 fcet traverso
por minute at tho points of the teeth may be
takon as astandard speed ; if hardwood has to
bo sawn this should bo reduced to about 7,500
feot por minute, and with very hard woud 6,000
feot per minuto will bo found sufficient, The
shape, nuinber, pitch and sct of tho saw tecth
being modified to suit tho naturo of the waod.

In one cxperiment I put a circular saw, 30
inch diameter and 12 gauge, on a spindle and
graduanlly increased the speed to between 12,000
feot and 13,000 fect per minute, when it becamo
wavy and pliant and ran out of truth. It
thoreforo follows that, nut unly is the extra
speed cntirely unnccessary, but it is positively
dotrimontal, as more power is consumed, moio
heat ongendered in the bearings, spindle and
saw plate; eatra lubrication is thorefore requis
ed, and tho belts detcriorate moro repidly, T
should, howover, prefer to err on tho sidc Jf
high speeds instead of low, as this necessitates
porfect workmauship and finish not always found
in these days of so-called ““cheap ™ machinery.

o £7 cost, freight, and insuranco salo means tho

.

Tho speed of circular saws for cross-cutting

to comprehond how merchants on this sido can §

Livarpool caunot Lut have Lrought a loas to B
winter risks, £6 17s. 6d. inust have left a smart

in conroquonco of tho cargoea having bolongad :

to shippors in Livecpool roportod in difficultios §

in which caso tho salos are hardly o falir test of R
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