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NMount Libanus, Syria, the north of Asia, and the vicinity
of Algiers, the hyeunas, according to Bruee, live mostly up-
on large suceulent bulbous roots, especially those of the fri-
tillaria, &c. ; and he informs us that he has known large
patehies of the lields turned up by them, in their search for
onions and other plats,  Ile adds that these were ¢hosen
with sueh care, that after having been peeled, if any small
decayed «pot booame pereeptible, they were Iefv upon the
ground.

In Abywinia, however, and many other countrics, their
habits are certainly decidedly carnivorous ; yet the same cou
rage, or at least ficreeness, which an animal diet usually pro-
duces, does not so obviously manifest itself in this species.—
In Barbary, according to Bruce, the Moors in the day time
seize the hyena by the ears and drag him along, without his
resenting that ignominious treatment otherwise than by at-
tempting to draw himself buck ; and the hunters, when his
cave js lurge enough to'give them entrance, take a torch in
their hands, and advance straight towards him; pretending
at the same time to fascinate him by a senseless jargon. The
creature is astounded by the noise and glare, and allowing a
blanket to be thrown over him, is thusdragged out.  Bruce
lucked up a goat, a kid and a lnnb all day with a Barbary
hyena which had fasted, and be found the intended vietims
in the evening alive and wninjured.  He repeated the expe-
riment, however, on another oceasion, during the night, with
a young ass, a goat and afox; the next morning he was as-
tonished to find the whole of them not only killed, but actu-
ally devoured, with the exception of some of the ass’s bones |

ANECDOTE TOLD BY RKUCE.

Mauy a time in the night, when the king had kept me |
late in the palace, and it was not my duty to lie there, in |
going across the square from the king’s house, not many !
Lundred yards distant, T have been apprehensive they would |
bite me inthe leg.  ‘Fhey grunted in great numbers around |
me, though I was surrounded with several anmed men, who ;
seldom pacsed a night without wounding or slaughtering |
some of them.  One night in Maitsha, being very intent on
observation, I heard something pass behind me towards the
bed, but upon looking round could perccive nothing.  Hav-
ing tinished what I was then about, I went out of my tent,
resolved directly to raturn, which I immediately did, when
I perceived large blue eyes staring at me in the dark, T
called upon my servant with a light, and there was the hye-
na standibg nigh the head of the bed, with two or three
large bunches of candles in his mouth. To have fired at
him I was in danger of breaking my quadrant, or other fur-
niture, and he seemed, by keeping the eandles steadily in his
mouth, to wish for no other prey at that time. As his
mouth was full, and he had no claws to tear with, I was not
afraid of him, but with a pike struck him as near the heart
as I could judge. Tt was not till then he showed any sign
of fierceness 3 but upon feeling the wound, he let drop the
caudies, and endeavoured to run up the shaft of the spear to
arrive at me; so that, in self-defence, 1 was abliged to draw
4 pistol from my girdle and shoot him; and ncarly o¢ the
sanie time my servant cleft his skull with a battle-axe,

HIPFPOPOTAMUS HUNTING.

Mr. Salt and his party stationed themselves on a high
averhanging rock, which commanded one of the favourite
pools; and they had not remained long before a hippopota-
mus rose to the surface at a distance of not more than 20
vards. He came up at first very confidently, raising his
cnormous head out of the water, and snorting violently. At
the same instant their guns were discharged, the contents
of which appeared to strike dircetly on its forchead ; on
which it turned its head with an angry scowl, and, making
a sudden plunge, sank to the bottom, with a peculiar noise,

hetween a grunt and a roar.  They for some minutes cnter-
tained a sanguine hope that he was killed, and momentarily
expe.ted to see his body ascend to the surface.  But it soon
appeared that a hippopotamus is not so casily sluin; for he
ruse again, ere long, close to the same spot, and apparently
not much concerned at what had happened, though some-
what more cautious than before.  They again discharged
their picees, but with as little effect as formerly ; and al-
though some of the party continued firing at every one that
miule his appearance, they were by no means certain that
they produced the slightest impression upon any of them.
This they attributed to their having used leaden balls, which
were too soft to enter his almost impenetrable skull.

1t appears from what they witnessed that the hippopota-
mus cannot remain over five or six minutes under water.
One of the most interesting parts of the amusement was to
witness the perfect ease with which these animals quietly
dropped down to the bottom ; for the water being exceed-
ingly clear, they could distinctly sec them so low as 20 feet
below the surfuce.

RHIINOCEROS NUNTING,

The eyes of a rhinaceros are extremely small; and as Lis
neck is stiff, and his head cumbrous, he seldom turns round
$0 as to sce any thing that is not directly before him. ‘o
this, according to Bruce, hie owes his death, as he never es-
capes if there is as much plain ground as to enable a horse
to get in advance. His pride and fury then induces him to
lay aside all thoughts of cscaping but by victory. e stands
for a moment at bay, then starting forward, he suddenly
charges the horse, after the manner of the wild boar, which
animal he greatly resembles in his mode of action. But the
horse casily avoids his ponderous onsct, by turning short
aside, and this is the fatal instant ; for a naked man, armed
with a sharp sword, drops from bebind the principal hunter,
and, unperceived by the rhinoceros, who is secking to wreak
his vengeance on his enemy, be inflicts a tremendous blow
across the tendon of the heel, which renders him incapable
of either flight or resistance.

In speaking of the large allowance of vegetable matter
necessary to support this enormous living mass, we should
likewise take into consideration the vast quantity of water
which it consumes. No country, according to Bruce, but
such as that of the Shangalla, deluged with six months’ rain,
full of large and deep basins, hewn out by nature in the Jiving
rock, which are shaded by dark woods from evaporation, or
one watered by extensive rivers which never fall low or to a
state of dryness, can supply the vast draughts of its enor-
mous maw. 5 an article of fuod, he is himself much cs-
teemed by the Shangalla; and the soles of his feet, which
are soft like those of a camel, and of a grisly substance, are
peculiarly delicate.  The rest of the body resembles that of
the hog, but is coarser, and is pervaded by a smell of musk.

———

THE MOUNTAIN VULTURE.

On the highest summit of the mountain Lamalmon, while
the traveller's servants were refreshing themselves, after the
fatigue of a toilsome ascent, and enjoying the pleasure ofa
delightful climate, and a good dinner of boiled goat's flesh, a
lammergeyer suddenly made his appearance among them. A
great shout, or rather cry of distress, attracted Bruce's atten-
tion, who, while walking towards the bird, saw it deliberately
putits foot into the pan, which contained a huge picce of meat
prepared for boiling,

Finding the temperature somewhat higher than it was™c-
customed tobeamong the pure gushing springs of that roman-
tic region, it suddenly withdrew its foot, but immediately af-
terwards settled upon two large pieces which lay upon a wood-
en platter, into which it thrust its claws and carried them
oft.  Itdisappeared over the edge of a “steep Tarpeian rock,”

. b B e =



