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For tho Chinese Emnpire, ail tho Chince on this Christian con-
tinent our -çv rk in B3ritish Columbia, and those to bc sent by our
Chureh to China as u«thýtioaaries ; that the prayer of the Slitanghai
Conferenco for 1,M0 workcors ho answercd.

SCRIPTURE READNGS-Psalrn lxxii. 8-19.

What is the extent of the Chinese Empire?1
About as largo as the Dominion of Canada. Wlt tin this arca

are 400,000,000 of inhabitants, or one-thîrl more than ail the
countries of Europe eornbined; and not one in 10,000 of thcso lias
ever hecard. of a Saviour.

What ie tho natlinal age of China?
It le tho oldest nation in existence, having passed through many

centurle-3 beforo l3abylon was foundcd; it wvas highiy civiiized
before England becamie a nation. Its history and Institutions
wcro ancicat bofore those of the oldest Eurepean co\untries.

What systeme of religion have tho Chinese?
China abounde, with religions. On every hand are ebrines to

thc gode ot.tho river, tho geds of tue trocs, gods of the hearth, of
the kitchen nad et the hills. Divery store has its aitar, upon
which incense le kept burning te the god et good luek. These
superstitions beleng ehiefly te tho systemn ealled Taouisin. This
error la se wvoven into the thought and bellot et tho people,
that al1mos." every objeet is iavestcd with a deity, or il belio%
te pessess soino supernatural influence. Hence they are poiy-
theiets, having " gods many and lords nxany."

Another systeni which largely coatrols the social and moMrI
lite of the people ks Confueianisin. .1ts author, Contucius, wvas
centemporary with Laotze, tho touader ef Taouism, theugh much
the younger. Ho eoemed te sce the errer into whieh the people


