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word ; ite opinions, whether favor-Ible or'the reverse, are not regard- t
ed by the studeivte of the Soripture. So-that my standing upon a popu-

Slar cininence, a position b y the way of*whieh 1 was no.. aware, will

neai any way affect the tr-ath of* my statements.
If we are to judge of the seed sown by the fruits, thon assuredly we

wili corne to the conclusion that it bas beau the same in aUl ages.-
That sown in the hsart of Abraham produced a character wortby of
being callod the friend of God. iDàniol, te whom it was promised
that ho would be present when the saints are put in profession of the
kingdom, is called greaty beloved, au epithet which would flot have
been used hiad not his character warrantedi it. The apoities are
cr.lled friends of* Jesus, and thosfr who keep bis comiuandments are

I fot only l'is friends but his brethren. Is not the same fruit the pro.
rduet of the saine seed?7 and is flot that the incorruptible seed, the,
word of God which livethand abideth forever 2*

The attempt to prove tlhe gospel precad te Abçaham. different
frei that preached by the Aposties to the Gentiies, will have littie

wveight with those acquainted with the biography of the patriarab;
the statements made in reference to lim being fur' from 3ccording
with the facts as recorded 'n the Bible. Yen Say the object of

jthe preaching wae something cIao tion the salvation of Abra-ham, for
befere the gospel wýas preached to hiu he. was the friend of God.
Paul testifice that Abraham wae justifled. by faith;- whatever ulterier

kdesigus thon, there may have been, it is evident thab bisslvto

was the resuit of the preadhing of the gospel. Again, it ienowhere
said that ho was the friend of God white living witli M3 father
.Lerah, the worshipper ef strange goda the first time that honorable
title je given te him being ifter hie justification, which was nearly
ten Yeats after he heard the gospel. lied the items of the promise
made to Abrahamn beent atated. it would have been foéind that for
t.he inost part they are stiI1 unfulfilled, and include aIl thie future
blessings promised in the gospel preaehed by the Apoeties. That
is a very unscriptural definiticat of the Gospel whiel would restict
iL to moere facts. The faith accepted of God bas more reference to
the future, it is the confidence of things hoped for, the conviction of

jthings not seen - a vague expectation in, not such a faith. God prom-
ised te Abrahamn and bis aeed, that in theni should ail families ofi
the earth be blessed ; and thaïe they. shouldl inherit the land of
01anaan for ever, whieli implies a resurrection from the dead and
eternal, life. The ecriptures iùiform. us that thc eeed of .A.brahatu je


