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!xenr’o:n, otc of the most Eallowed in the
!culendar of human deetiny, This period
of the veur for countless centuriza had
s been devoted to feastings, cven Dlefore
ftie advent of the Romans iuto Britain,
{ when the Giant worship of the ancient
i Denrds prevailed, or before S Augustine
iconverted the Anglo.Saxons to Christi-
unity. The only relic ofthe ancient Dru-

[ otherwise on such an occasion *—the
family gather round the domestic ultar,
snd throughout the length and breadth of
the land the cry is— .
Ilere, boy, another cheering fire,
A wuste of fucl—heap it higher!
‘Though stovm with storm, In eensiloss jar,
Without wage everlasting war,
Within we huve song and peace,

|

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YBAI'S DAY, | idical worship is the mistletoe, and, ini “The home circle is completed. As
tod o ap o <! teme remote d stricts of the country, the | the hicads of the family glance round i,

A} no period ‘:f .‘h" year .:r‘c the b‘}f‘lbuwjug of the yule log carries us back to | perchance they miss the fuces of some:
fecI'ngs of cur nature more actively awuk- | e guy’y when the truculeat Anglo-Saxons | but with a sigh for the absent and a teer
encd, or more practicslly iHlustrated, than [ almost destroyed all traces of Chrisiianity | for the departed, they bid all present cn-
during the last week in Decoraber, and jin Britain, except in the mountain fast- joy themselves, while they retire into the

the fiest in Junnary.,  In this joyous sca-
son thc youny are enabled, during the
s Coristmng Holidays,” to indulge more
fredy in wkating, cousting, and other {u-
vaiite amuscments—albile these in more

greater veal in the enjoyments of social
gatlerings, and in the gratifization of be-
stowing and rceeiving mementos of mu-
tuul fricudship.

. This hallowed season, hiowever, is pe-
culialy adepted to impart present hap-
piness to all classes—Ahigh and low, rich
snd poer, vid and young ; and to impress
the meméry with pleasing recollections
loag after it has passed away.
of its most commendalle features is the
Christian spirit which induces the prac-
tico of those divine but ordinarily too of-
t2a neglected precepts, inculcating the
remeNbrance of the poor—for whiclk it
is hoped the present Anniversary may be
marked, by increased bepevolence, -

~ Although ocur mode of cekebeating
. Christmas may be deficient of come of

| the observances in the mother country, !

yet the custom of presentations, wnd mu-
tual uxpressions of good will, hias been
entirely detived from that sonrce; and

. while each community here adapts itself:

to existing circumstances, in obtserving
Christmas and New Year's Day, the cele-
. bration of the foumer anmiversaty in
Grest Britain appeara to be based on an-

tieut customs; as our readers will learn ' thea apparclled in the noblcst and best of

frem the subjoincd cxtracts from an ar-
ticte on that aubject in the London Fami-
Iy Herald :—

But one

‘nessts of the wes®, and the sea Jvard of
the south,

“\We koow that Christionity is not &

i religion of gloom, but one of cheerfulness,

'hope, and faith in tbe future, and we

do not, as a rule, abuse the knowledge. !
A o« . ° '
udvanced stages of Lo participate with

‘Therciore, white indulging in merriment,
and those exuberances of joy which spring
from the heart, we dJdo not forget the day
is one of solemnity as well as rejoicing,
and inaugurate it by rcligious service.
However, as the beagt ¢ loveth - e glad,’
we indulge ia the reflection that, as
* Christm:as comcs but once a year,' we
ought all of us to cclebrate it in the best
+ way our means will permit. So that,
from the monarch on the throne, to the
: humblest agricuitural lubeurer in his cot-
s tage, Chiristins Day is the best prized
onc in the year. Right royal, conse-
; quently, are the preparations, 'The cat-
"\le shows take precedente. Thea fhe
"shops are gaily decorated, hugeoxen and
‘plump sheep surround us on cvery side,

*and the palate is tempted by fruits from
| every country under the sun; the win-
; dows are profusely adorned with mistletoe
[ boughs and bally. L'oys are exhibited in
bewiidering variely wnd abuadance ;—
Christmas trees cause countleas young
hearts 1o thrill with prospectise delight ;

!

+
i

every house, but there is within—
¢ Aldittde world of clear and eloudless day,

and with bsaming smiles, quickly throb-
bing hearts, and midions of wishes of

sides into the family character, and
; Chiristmas Eve beholds cur Baglishhouse.
{holds in ult their glory, because they are

!buman sffcctions, vnd garlanded with
{theer sentiments which spring from love

jof home and duty, and a duc revereucc;

I for 2!l things sacred.

* Cristmas Day—the Nativity of the{  * With akindly fecliug for all without

S:vicur—is a great festival all over Chtis- . whetlier poor oz rich—how could it by’

the streets may be dreary and dark, the!
Winter's fog and icicles may hang on .

*A merry Christmas,’ the festival sub- !

depths of an old arm-chair, to look upon
a geene which conjures up many a plea.
sunt reminiscence of a well-spent past;
or, with aged relatives and old friends
around them, gather in a corner to dis-
cuss philosoply or politics; while the
youthiul brothers, the sisters, the invited
of both sexue, the gay old backelor uncls
and the brisk spinster 2unt, devote them.
i sclves to more lively amuscments,

“Qn the morrow the bhappy family
circle is again formed at dinner § and out
of doors too English hospitality and be.
nevolence are dispensed in all directions.
One of the finest characteristics of Christ.
mas Day in England is that no person
need starve, and fow are without friends
at whose tables they would be gladly wel-
comed.

* At Christmas cvery hand is open;
the unfortunate inmates of our gauls and
worklicuscs are bountifully reguled, nay,
allowzd what to thiem in their state of
i freedom would be Juxurics, and every-
where we behold the national sympathy
for distress and wisfortunce exemplifivd in
the most pleasing and least offensive
form. Whcther it be a criminal, a pau-
per, or am honest labourer out of work,
at this time the universal feeling is that
‘a mau's a maua for &' that,’ and that his
crrors and his pover:y alikcappeal to our -
Christian conr deration.

g < But the salient featurc of an Eaglish
' Christmas is its domesticity. ‘Uhe othety
s ure merely, although necessarily, auxili-
ary. It is at home that the Englishman
1 i3 always seen to the best advantage, and
never more 80 than at Christmas tide,
Surrounded by soms from college cor
: school, by daugliters teained to Lecome
good wives aud mothicrs in whatever sta.
tion of life their ot may be placed, hav-
ing by Lis side the wife of his besom and
the mother of bis children, one whom ke
bas cherished, and who kus been his lov-
ing pariner through wany long yeare, and
with old friends before him Le fiels ° up-

py-~dceply, quictly, but cxquisititcly



