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TO DE STUDIED.
The present numiber of the RECORD con-

tains 48 Pages, instcad ai the usual 32. It
is foul freighted witth Reports laid belote
Synod, and the action ai Synod on ail sub-
jects of importance. We hope our readers
wiil carefuliy icruse the reports, and give
special attention ta the deliverances of
Synod. The Statistical Report shows
wltat the tcstimoty ai figures is regarding
our work as a Cliurch. The Educational
Report treats ai an ahsorbing public ques-
tion with which our people must deal in-
telligently and irrespective oflpartypolitics.
The Acadiani Mission Report shows how
ripe, how invitîng the field is, and how
widely open stands the door. The Anti.
gonish Riat is plainily portraycd in the
Presbytery ai Pictou's Statement: the,
matter is not yet concluded. The censure
passed upon the authorities is very grave,
and cannot ho disregarded. The subject
of Systemnatic Beneficence is ably presented
by the Committce, and deserves the con-
tinned attention ai the Churcli. The Tom-
perance Report is thoroughly readable
and contains very startling facts. Sabhath
observance ta bo properly secured demands
constant vigilance. The Report on the
State of Religion is in cifect a report on
the health of the C hurch ; aIl shouid study
it. The Supplemenring Committee's Re-
port is cloquent with figures, somndof which
are very melanchaly. The whioie number
i~s rich with important facts and thoughts
bearing on the Church'3 lufe -and work.
Read, think ; ask, what, in view of these
facts- these thouglits, what is present
duty ?

THtE NEW HEBRIDES MISSION FIELD.
Bacli field of labour lins its own diffieul-

ties. The pastor of a Christian congrega-
tion in a Chtristian land lias lus difficuiries,
and so has tîte congrogational missionary,
'yhose duty it is ta beek ou'. those who have
falien fromi ordinances. The mis8ionary

whose field ai labour is India, with its
teeming millions, civilisation and heathen
literature litas diffictîlties; but his difficul-
ties are of a vcry different kind fromn those
of the missionary wlio is located among
heatben and savago trihes, who have no

literature, and who do flot even possess a
written language.

In the lann-oagc of Clarkson, "«The
shepherd of hIoreb, wvhen commissioned
wit ha message to lis people, asks hy 'vhat
mnie lie should represent .Jehovait to the
inquiring Israelites. He is told to make
Himn known to thenm as the God of Abra.
barn, of Isaac, and of Jacob. le had thus
a ae furnished him to their understandings
and cats wiercby lie migblt tunilock their
secret consciousincss. Ti is is jnust wvhat is
wanted by the missionary to the c1ass of
heathen now treatod off." Tihis, brethren,
is our position.

One difficultv we encouniter in our work
is the loiv state of moral riegradlation ta
which our people have stitk. We do flot
wait pow to refer to their modes of worship.
The most abominable heathen practices fol-
lowV them from. the day o!thtleir hirth, tii the
earthi or sea, has closed over their remains.
One cannet think wirhjout a 5huddler of the
sensuiality and lust wii are manifcsted in
their daily conduet. Sijei-ts regarding
which the Apostle to the Gentiios sairli,
"«Lot it flot ho once nained ainong you,"
are freely talked about ; yen, the most ef-
fectuai mienns arc takien ta initiate the voung
into all the vices of their eiders. 1?tblic
opinion, instead of frowiiiiic upon vice, fos-
tors and encourages it. Mueit ofithe evii is
visible to any ane who ntay take eVOTI the
most hasty glanco at their condition; but
mach of it is only to ho known airer iength-
ened examinatian If' some of us, after
coming inito personal contaet with heathen-
ismn for many years, are yet compelied to
confess that we are continuaiiy discovering
darker trAits in their character, need we he
surprised if our supporters, who have not
enjoyed our opporrunities of forming a
correct estimate, should entertain vert' or-
ronaous opinions regarding itis one great
difficuiry with wvhicli we have to dent. Nor
can we do mucli to give them a more cor-
rect impression, for t-in regard to maucli of
tlieir conduer the tangu-te mnust ho suent.
We refer to cannibalista, strangulation of
widows, burying of new-horn infants, adul-
tery, fornication, and surh like; but these
are but indications of te debasement of
their wvhole nature, wltîch is daiiy makilest-
ed i'n their every word nnd action. Ts.G
those alone who have formed a correct esti-
mate of the deptîts of heathienibin, is it pas-
sible ro form a proper iMen, ai the results
that have heetiattained. You iook atsome
br.ak.water which ri.,w only a lent leet above
the surface of the surrounding water, and
you wonder at the vast sunîs of molley
whieh have been expended in its eyection,
but you have lost si.-ht oi the mert that its
foundations are laid fitr down in the depths
of the sea.

Another serions d-awhack in the oncar-
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