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Toi)a,cco for Lice on Animals and Plants,

A CORRRSPONDENT Writes to the Covntry Gentleman
on thissubject as follows :—

Me~sps. Epitors,—In Four paper of Aprid i, a
correspondent writes, * \What is the best method of
Khilling lice un calves and cattle, and will the same
thing hill fleas on dogs ¥

Lhave funnd by experience that a strong decoe
tion of tobacco will destroy vermin on cither ani-
wals or plants. T have used it extensively during
many years, fui destroyingtichs on sheep and Lanbs,
have dipped thousands of them in tobaciw water,
made by boiling coarse, damaged, chesp tobaceo. or
gtems and waste, in water, and have found it an
effectual cure for the seab, which disease is caused
by the working of an inscct or mite in the skin of the
sheep. It is a new sovereign remedy for the hlue
liccon caftle and horses.

Tobacco water will destroy the aphis, or plant
touse. Gardeners find their greenhouse plants need
to be submitted to a deluging of this wash vecasion-
ally, to place them in a condition to become healthy
and vigorous. When applied to fruit trees, if coarse
waste tobacco is used, add one pound ot copperas to
tive gallons of the wash. Plug tobacco contains cop-
peras in quantities suflicient’ (o Kill any animal,
who has not accustomed himselt, by slow degrees, to
its use.

Almost every tree or plant is infested with an in-
Jjurious insect, peculiar to itself, which preys upon
ity substance, and will, if in suflicient numbers, des-
troy its vitality. The hop, in sections infested with
the hop aphis, is frequently cither wholly or partially
destroyed , when, by one or tao thorough applica-
tions of tobaceo water, by means of a forcée pump or
garden cngine, as they commence their work, the
whole aphis army might be swept away. When the
vine is trained low, upon seven feet stahes and
twine, a garden engine is uhneeessary, as the wash
can beapplied as effectnally, and with less waste,
with a common large hand syringe.

Tobacco smoke will stupify any animal, and, uged
m a suflicient quantity, has a fatal eftect upon all
which plug tobacco will destroy.  Indeed there
seems to be bat one animal -the chief of the class
mammalia  upon which tubaceo, 1 «ither shape,
dues not have an immediate fatal effect. However,
it that animal would othernise be fested with -
seuts, even trichinous i their nature. in the mouth,
tubacco wall heep them away  Perbaps that s their
CASe,

H a sheep or calf 1s covered with a rubber or
leathern spread, or thick blanket, and « smoke of
tubacco is made under this covering, in half an hour
or less every tick and nit will be destroged.  Cur-
rant worms may be served in the same manner. Tlis
is not only un effective remedy against vermin, but 2
good use for a most obnoxious weed.

Grass  ror  Lawxs—A correspondent in the
Gardeners” JMontlly recommends for lawns a mix-
ture of about one-third rye grass (Zvlium pereric)
and two-thirds Kentucky blue grass (Lua pralensts.)

For lawns that are machine-mowed, he also re-
commends red top (aqrostis rubra)  In preparving
land for a lawn, subsoiling 18 of much wvalue,
for a loose subsoil never gets so hard as one
of hard-pan will. Ifsown in the full, a mixture of
oats or rye is recomnmended, especially the former ;
when sown in spring the grass should be the only crop.
In order that the roots may penetrate deeply, which
they will do in proportion to the growth above
ground. and to sccure vigurous plamts. the grass
sbould not during the first year or two be mown very
early or often.

HoRTICULTURAL NURSERT ¥oR THE CrIv oF DPaRig—
The extraordinary establishment at La Muette, near
Paris, destined for the supply of plants to the public
gardena, &e.. of that capital, has been frequently
mentioned in our columns in tevms of commenda-
tion. When our first notices appeared they were re-
ceived in certain gquarters with some amount of in-
credulity The letters of our correzpondents since the
opening of the Exhibition have, however, more than
confirmed the original statements, and shown the ex-
traordinary activity that is manifested in horticul-
tural matters by the muncipality of Paris. From a

veport hefare us we find that in the year 1865 there { whistle

were at La Muelte 101 gardeners and pupils 5 that
the number of plants sent out for the decoration of
thesquares and parksof Parisfor the sameyearamount-
ed 101,574,500 , while from a branch estalblishent de-
voted to the growth of Conifers, 3187 plants were sent
out and from the nursery of Longchamp, 23,379 hard
trecs and shrubs (not Conifers) were distributed.
The actual cost per plant, taking one with another.
amounted to only 13 centimes, or little more than a
penny.—The Gardeners’ Chronicle.
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The Apiary.

A Swarmw of Bees on a Man's Face.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Lowdun Feedd gives the
following interesting narrative .

In June, 1854, Me. Simmonds, a farmer residing at
Brookland Farm, Weybridge, was dressing in order
to attend the rent audit at Woburn House.  Before
putting on his cuat, bie pereeived fiom his window an
anusually large swarm of bees filling the air with
their clond and noise. It was, in fact, as he ascer
tained afterwards, two swarms that had come out of
two distinet hives, and united in the air.  He ran out
in his ghirt sleeves, and without his hat, to see where
they wonld alight. The bees. after making some
cireles in the air, led him off' to the bauk of the river
Wey. Thinking that the bees might eross the river,
and perbaps escape. he adopted a plan not uncommon
with bee-masters, namely, that ot throwing dust into
the air among the bLees. This often makes them
settle quickly.  They dld settle gickly. and this more
so0 than he expected, for in a short time the whole of
one of the largest swarms he had ever seen, settled
upon his head, face and breast. They hung down
like o great beard to the bottom of his waistcoat.
Had Le not been well accustomed to bees. and per-
fectly collected, his situation would havebeena very
dangerous ouc , for, had he at all irritated this mass
of armed insects, hie would, no doubt, have recived a
suflicient nunber of stings to have placed his life in
peril. e was obliged to close his eyes slowly and
to keep bis mouth shut.  Then, in order to prevent
their entering his nostrils, which they chdeavored to
do, he slowly thrust one hand through the mass, and
with his two fore-fingers managed to keep drawing
and pushing themn away from his nostrils as they
tried to enter, he breathing all the while as softly as
possible.  This was necessary, as bees are gencrally
irritated by being breathed upon. -

Ie then began to consider what course he should
take. He was some distance from his house, and no
utie near him or within call.  Ihs first thought was
to walh slowly into the river Wey, and gently gink
his bead under the water, and then throw off the
swarm. But a moment’s consideration dissuaded
him from atterupting that remedy. He could not
bave disengaged them all, for many were between
bi> nechelouth and his shin, and ‘still more were
crawling down his back. Ie found that if he walked
he could nut belp disturbing the hanging mass, and
that ¢very little agitation, bowever shight, caused a
hum and a hiss from some thousands. 1lle then re-
membered the account given in Thorley's work on
bees of & swarm scttling on the face and neck of a
servant maid, who escaped unburt by the care and
advice of her master, he, witbout firitating the swarm,
having hived it from off her with a hive well smeared
with honey. To avoid agitating the swarm, Mr. Sim.
monds slowly knelt down on the grass and remained
perfectly still. e then found a number of hees
were gathering in & mass under the waistband of his
trousers, in the hullow of his bach. to which spot the
others were drawing, indicating that the queen was
there. Fearing, therefore, that the tightness of the
waistband - rendered tighter whenever he breathed
~—might crugh, or at any rate irritate this part of the
gwarm, he slowly unbuttoned the front of his trousers.

It is not easy to conceive & more helpless condi-
tion than that to which Mr. Simmonds ~as now re-
duced  Tle that was the master of forty hives, from
which he could usually levy what spoils he pleased,
killing his thonsands at his'pleasure with a brimstone
mafch, was now completely in fhe power of one de-

J tachment of kis own ariny. and was reduced to the

most suppliant position.  Even to call for help wonld
have been dangerousg, s the bees near his mouth
would have been undoubtedly irritated, and would
have probably entered his month. At this moment
be heard a milway train on the Chertsey Branch
Railway. from which he was about fifty yards distant.
It fortunately happened that jthe engine driver was
known to him, and had « little commission from himn
to sound his vailway whistle if he saw aunything
wrong among his cows xnd sheep.

The engine driver sceing Mr. Simmonds on his
knees, with one arm extended as if for help, and
something odd hanging from his face  <ounded bis
This wae heard by Mr Simwmonds® wife,
who, supposing that come cow was ill, sent her son
and a farming hand out into the fieclds. They soon
found Mr. Sinmonds in the predicament above de-
seribed.  In addition to the hanging mass. there was
a cloud of bees still flying around him, so that to ap-
proach him was not the most agreeable office.  How-
ever, they came near enough to hear him speak, which
he did very gently, merely saying. * bring a bushcl
hive well rubbed with honey, and some hricks.”

While they were gone at the top of their speed for

this, he remained perfectly stitl. The tickling of the
bees on his face was almost unbearable, and the
danger of irritating those that were down lis nech
and back was imminent.

The most difficult part he had to perform, howerver,
was that before mentioned. of dissuading the bees,
with the aid of his two forefingers, from getting up
his nostrils. These bees were not in a good lwor,
as they were breathed upon, and were also delerred
from doing as they pleased, and one bee showed Lis
displeasure by stinging Mr. Simmunds at the forh of
his two fore fingers” This was nut pleasant of itself,
but was a serions oceurrence, ae it might be the pre
lude to u more extensive attack. He aveided wmak-
ing any start when he was stung, and continued to
push away as gently as possible those that were near
his nostrils. This was the only safe place to breathe
from, as it was necessary to keep his mouth perfeotly
closed  Of course, the few minutes that elapsed be-
fore the return of his son and servant scemed a ter-
ribly long period to Mr. Simmonds, as during the
whole of it be remained as motionless as possible
upon his kneet.

On their arrival, the hive was placed upon three
bricks, with its mouth downward, and Mr. Simmonds
slowly laid himself upon his breast on the grass. with
his head close to the hive. The honey soon atiracted
the bees nearest to it, and a slow movement of the
bees took place, till at length the whole swarm
gradually gatbered itselt under and within the hive,
except a few patches of bees, which, in walking
away, Mr. Simmonds casily disengaged from his dress
with his hand, and made them join their companions.
Mr. Simmonds thus escaped from not only a very
disagrecable but a perilous situation. It “wicupied
two hours from the time that the bees alighted on
their master to the time of his release.
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The Fousehold,

A Rare _Husband.

To the question, * Husbands, Guilty or not Guilty °
I plead not guilty. I have a’ wife and four little
sprouts, equally divided between my wife and my
self,— that is, the first and third aic'boys, the secund
and fourth are girls. We keep a girl most of the
time, and when she cannot be found I put on my
slip}iors and light coat, and altbough I weigh nearly
200 lbs., I can step as light a3 some girls, to say the
least. I can set table, clear off table, strain ot shim
milk, wipe dishes and put them away, charn, work
the butter when it is too hard fur the wife, bring
water, ctc.

Washing days I am a tip-tup giil. and can't be beat
at mopping any time. In case the woman is sick, 1
am a good nurse, can make the bed, fix toast or tea,
and have several times done the ironing and folding,
but I confess a little awkward, and wife laughed at
me heartily, but I persevered, and got the praise of
doing very well. I can make good biscuits, and
have made hread and pies, wife giving directions, of
course® I never was an old bachelor, and wouldn't
be if I'were to live my life over a dozen fimes. 1
was married young, mm young yel, and always expect
to be Can fend the bady like a womman, love
children like a schoolmarm, love good socicty and
try to help make it. By the way, T don’t believe in
husbaunds being such helpless mortals as some seem
to be; I believe in education, music, work and reli
gion and good clothes W, in Western Rural
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On Dis_in_fectants.

Tur following are Dr. Voelcker’s general obser
vations on various disinfectants ;

* 1. Cllorine. nitric acid, and sulphur fumigations,
in order to be efficacious, cannot be used in sheds
where animals are kept.

*2. In applying disinfectants, such as chioride of
lime, or carbolic acid, it should be remembered that
the disinfectants must be used in quantities propor-
tionate (o the amount of matter or surface to be dis-
infected ; & mere sprinkling of chloride of lime or
carholic acid solution docs no good.

3. When two or more disinfoctants are used, care
must be taken that the mode of action of one does not
neatralise that of another.  Oxydizing agents, that is.
substances which, like chlorine ‘or nitric acid, destroy
organic matter, must not be ecmployed simultancously
with autiseptics, 1. ¢, sudstances which have the power
of preventing decomposition,

** Thus, chlorine or chloride of lime must not be
used in conjunction with carbolic aoid, nor should
chloride of litze he applicd at the sawmo time with sul
phur fumigations. Bat cow-sheds may well be fumi-
gated with sulpbur vaponrs, and then washed ovet
with carbolic acid, inasinuch as both agents are good

antiseptics.



