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From facs that would the land dovour;

From guilty pride, and tust of power;
- From wild sedition’s lawless hour ;

From yoke of slavery :

From blinded zeal by faction led ;-

Fron giddy chango by fancy bred; -

From poisonous error's sorpent head,

- Good Lord, psesorve us froe !

May’st at Thy sccond coming, have
A flockto wolcome Thee

Ne
P ;' II. P
- Defend, oh God! with guardian hand,
.. “The laws and ruler of our lnnd,
”  And grant our Churcih Thy grace to stand
;# In faith and unity!
. The Spirit’s help of Theo we crave,
i That Thou whose blood was shed to save,

Lishop Heber,
N ——

For the Colonial Churclinan.

 PASTORAL CONVERSATIONS.
—p—
AKTIQUITY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.,
—(—
. A-day or two after the conversatien related in the
'hst number, Mr. G. called again, and said he should
“Jike to hear and know something more about the first
" iptroduction of Christianity into England.
.- ¢You told me the other day, ‘he began, of two
‘Ladics, high in rank, who were supposed to be con-
-fverted in Britain by St. Paul:—1 forget their names.
° ' ¢You mean,’ I rcplxcd ¢ Claud.nﬂ and Pomponia
P'Gnccma, :
¥ ¢The same : would you havo the kindness to tell
; m6 more particularly .about them #?
. ¢ Certainly—with very great pleasure. The form-
er,—Claudia,—is, as T already stated to you, men-
"tmnedby St. Paul—2 Tim. iv. 21.—and also by Mar-
"Mial a Latin Poct, who proves thal she was wife to
~Pudens, mentioned in the passage just quoted. For
hé saps distinctly that such was the case :—
’ ¢ Claudia Rufe, meo nubit Peregrina Pudenti
. Macte estotacdis, O Hymenee, tuis’—Marpial :
le iv. Epigram, xii,
¢ Then,” asked Mr. G. ¢ Pudens and Claudia men-
houedm 2 Tim. iv. 21. were man and wife
“Itappearsso. And further, the poet just refer-
“ted to,i.ells us that Claadia was of British extraction,
.25 Istated to you the otherday. He says of her—
# Claudia cxeruleis cum sit Rufina Britannis
Edita, cug Latiae pectora Plobis habet?
Quale decus formao? Romanom credere Matres
Italides passint, Atthides essa suatn.®
Marticl: Lib. xi. Epigram 54.
. Now it is not at all unlikely that she and her hus-
. band may havc gone to Rome from Brtamn with St.
Paul, and being in the employment of government
. ey be those very persons, designated by the apostle
- as—"% the sainls in Casar’s Iwuscfzold —Phil : iv. 22,
- From all this you will be at no loss to conclude that
Christiavity must have been very ecarly introduced
* joto Britain.?
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(after Paul’s sccond arrival in Rome.

could not tlns Claudia have been converted at Rome,’
long after she had left hor native country

‘No doubt of it. Such a thing is possible. But
that the conversion took place in her nativo land,
will appear pobable from what we know of the other
Lady mentioned above.

¢ Was she of British descent likewise #*

¢ No : sho appears to have been born in Rome and
to have visited Britain in company with her husband
Aulus Plautius, a Licuteaant Governor of the Brit-
ish Provinces in the reign of the Emperor Claudius.
And Tacitus the Historian informs us—-Annal : Lib,
xiii eap 32— that notwithstanding she was a per-
son of a high character, yet being charged with
foreign superstition she was tried for her life Lefore
Plautius her husband, who acquitted her. The
historian adds— that though slie lived to a great age,
she passed her fime very uncomfortably, and disco-
vered a deep melancholy, both by her habit and be-ly,
baviour.”—Now the superslduon herc mentioned is
no otherthan the Clmstmn religion, as we inferfrom
fhe continual reference to it.under that designation
by various heathen authors.? -

¢ Anodd thiog for 2 man to’ try his ‘own wife.
When did the trial take place?’

So far a5 I canlearn, it happened in the consul-
ship of Nero and Calpurnius Piso; some shosrt time
It is there-
fore no absurdity to suppose that she accompauied
the apostlo from Britain, and hnd previously been one
lof his converts.’

¢ Certainly; there is no,absu,x:’dnty‘ in the supposi-
fion. But is there any. c¥idedéa'that tho Christian
religior: prevailed gencraliy in Britawn at an carly pe-
riod 2?

¢ No ¢ there is no evidence that it prevailed genc-
rally at the period of which we are speaking—that
is—about GO or 70 An: of our cra. But about thel,
middle of the second century there is sufficignt proof;
to establish the fact that Lucius, a British king: be-
came a convest to the Christian religion. And u
high authority in reference to the times of the king
assures us ¢ that Christianily did 1ol gain ground in
Britain by degrees, according fo the progress of it in
other nations, bul thal the whole island, disecngaged
from their crvor by unanimous consen!, and zcere all
made happy in their belief as it were in the same mo-
menl.’  Jntiq : Brilain : vila Poli.—No doubt {his
assertion must be understood with some modifica-
tion : but it proves beyound a doubt that there lived
many Christians in Britain in the second century.’

*There is one thing more which I particularly
wish to ascertain with rcferencc to this subjcct :--
who are the principal divines of our church who ihiul,
that Christianity was plantcd in England "u the Lime
of the Apostle? .

* Why Mr. G," I replicd,~~¢ tlat is a question that
would admit of a long answer : but I will make it as
short as I can. I‘xrsland forcmost is Bishop Burgess,
whose work on the subject is replete wah sound

Testament in the chronological order. And their
opinion is supported by the nuthonty of our most ce-
Jebrated Divines ; such for instance as Parker,Cam-

,den, Usher—a host in himself,~—Stillingflect, Gib-

son, Nelson, Rowland, Collyer, and the profoundly
learned Bishop Pearson. These divinos—great and
shining lights—have proved in works too numerous
to beeven named, that a regularly organized Church
existed in Britain before the arrival of the Roman
migsionary St.Augustine who,according tothe Roman
Catholics, was the first who converted the Britons
to Chlristianity. He certainly did convert the Sax-
ons, who had conquered tho eastern parts -of the
island, and driven the christian,Britons to tho moun

tains of Wales. Andin the progress of this con-
version he contrived to establish or rather to lay tho
foundation for the establishment of the spiritual au-
thority which Rome cxercised over England for

many centuries aftorwards.’ :

¢ T understand.? .

¢ Woll : we say that in the very act of introducing
this foreign authority in contempt of the. spiritual
power ?md dignity of the native prelates, St. Augus-
tine went beyond the limits of his mission,—and ihus
opencd the way for 2ll the corruptions that were- con-
séquent upor Roman supremacy in England, during
the period that is commonly known by the iame' of
the middie ages.®

¢ Re ceflainly ought at least to hnvevconsulted
with the native clergy :>—observed Mr.'G.

* No doubt of it. Now observe. The gist of the
argument between us aod the Roman Catholics and
moderr dissenters with reference fo:lhis™ Subject-can
be comprised in few words ~The Rom:m Catholics
assert,and in this assertion they are Jomed by modern
denominations of various kinds,~—that the-Church
of England had no existence until the Reformation
in the fifteenth or sixteenth century.  In ansiver we
prove that the Church of Christ existed in England
before the see of Rome cver put forth any oxclusive
claims to the spiritual dominion of Christendom, arfl
> [assert that its pretensions were nothing better thif
dircct usurpntions,—and that the re(ormntxox;;,ton-
sisted in a simple return to ancient usages, which |
were prevalent amongst the British Churches from
the times of the Apostles : in the same way as the
Jewish church returned to its allegiance under
the reign of Josiah  And thus we prove incon-
testibly that the Church of England esisted ia
Britain before any other church even dreamed of -
excrcising spiritual-auth srity over it.” —

-

Franche.—~ A friend once asked Mr. Francke, {~ho
awdt the famous arphan house of Halle) how it camie
to pass, tuat he naintained so constant o peace of
mind. He replied, ** By slitring up my mind a hun-
dred times a day. Wherever I -am, whatever I do,
I say, *Blessed Jesus, have 1 truly a share in thy rs-
demption? Are my sing forgiven? Am I guided by
thy Spitit?  Thive I am¢ Wash me again and again.

Streogthen mo, §c., §e.? By this constant coaverse

learning and just criticism.  Afler him comes Town- with Jesus, I heve enjoyed serenity of mmd and a |

*Yes - T sccthe obvious icference.  But thenlsend thc ingenious arranger fof the Ol and New,settled peace in my soul,”~C. T, Su:ari.,_-



