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quantity of roots with hay-fodder is both safe and cconomioal
for miloh-cows ; and whéther the animals are in better health
with root rations than with grain. Remembering at the same
time that we have to await further tests, as this ia our first

eystematically conducted one” The root-milk was slightly
at was to be ex-

inferior in quality to the grain-milk, but th
pected. T should like to sce the experiment tried over again
with the substitution of two pounds.of crushed and scalded
linsced for five pounds of thie mixed grain.

ARrruor R. JENNgr Fusr.

The Agricultural Commission.

The wembers of the above commission have presented their
report to the Licutenant Governor of the proviuce, and I pre-
sume we chall soon see some fruits produced by it. Their
opinion scems to be that no good, or at least very little, has
been dane p to the preseat time by the agricultvral colleges,
now eXisting, ‘though they kindly aitribute their fiilure;
moré to an in:-ufficienay of wcans than to a want of know-.
ledge. The school at Ste-Anne de la Pocatidre scems to be,.
as fir as profitable cxploitation goes, in a most flourishing;
coridition, as the profits made in the year 1886 amounted to
$1,500, though the expenses embraced the interest on the.
cost of the farm-buildings, and 2% 9, on that capital for
repairs.  The land is rented, ro of course the rent is charged, |
This is really wonderfil, and I am not surprised to hear that
“ under pretencé that the pupils would waste the labourers’
time, or injure -the implements, they are excluded from a
great part—the most important part—of the operaticns of
husbandry; they are only allowed to dig potatees, and do
other ‘trivial things of that sort.” It would be no trifling,
misery to a genuine farm-manager to sce good work spoiled’
by the meddling of a few boys who have not yet learned to
handle their tools. The way would be to give up ten or twelve
acres .of land as a practice-ground for them, and let them
plough and work it until the farm-manager was satisfied that
they were capable of doing the regular work of the farm with
skill a0d‘accuracy.

As for the gencral complaint that the school-farms do not
show a profit, L cin only repeat tvhat I have said before that
it is the ‘miost unreasonable thing to expeet such a thing. The
bést processes can be showa in operation on sohool-farms, but
uot the most-cconomical way of conducting them.

The stock kept on the I’ Assomption farm is said to be 4%
'head per arpent!” What can this mean ? Perhaps it means 4%
arpents to cach head, which I take to be more like the truth,
Qg both-these farms —Ste-Anne’s and L’ Assomption—the ro-
tation-is one of 10 years: 1st, meslin, i. c., oats and wheat ;
2ud, roots and-tares, heavily manured ; 3rd, wheat with grass-
sceds-to lie out seven years! {1)

The farm-school in ¢onnection with tho College of St-
Francis at Richmond scems not to have given much satisfac-
tion to the commission, The fences are said to have been in
bad’order, and the genersl cultivation not what was to be cx-
pected at a farm of this'kind, ~Besides meadows, there were
only a féw acres of ‘barley- and oat-stubble, showing that
hardly avy grain Was grown., Root-crop, except potatocs,
very poor. - ¢

'I'he cresmery at' Richmond was the best thing about the
place; there Was not a pupil to be scen; and there were, ap-
parently, 1id'books kept: (2)

11)' The word I'bave trarslated maslin is printed in the report
gaudriole .for goudsiole. 1 need wot ssy that the former of these
to: words does not convoy a very. charming 1dea. At Chambly, 1t is
called. gabourage—neither word is io the dictionanes. Masta 158
Yorkshire word, through origisally Frénch. ARJF

{2) "There arosaid to'bie Seven pupils. AR IF

to the matk. Itis admitted thatt

Jbranches is taught ia the sehools to a

Thé whole number of pupils on the threo sohiool-farms s
27, and as the grant to-the colleges is'$8,800 a year, the cost
of cach boy amounts to $320 a year! Aud woro still isto
comie: as only about 20 of these become farmers after leaving,
cach farmer reared and trained in these schools costs the
country 8440 a year during his term of residenoe. At Guclph,
the cost of each pupil is only $184 a year * which is an ¢x.
cellent thing™ | . )

The following is a condensation of the general remarks on
the sohools by the comnissionors: The instruction, both
theoretical and practical, given in the schools is far from
beiog what it ought to be.  The theotetioal courso is at most
ao clementary oue, and jt is probably on that account that
our youog men avoid ‘these schools, a fuct which is shown to
be true by their only having at most thirty pupils, while
Guelph has about a hundred. °

Tho professoriat, the implements, and the stock, are nobdp
he principal'sim of dgri-
culture in the ‘province should'be the rearing of eattle for
meat and dairy-production.* Now, no-oné ean be'a saceessful

ir kdoiwledge of veterinary

breeder of stock without of a fa
science and of the practice of diss¢dtion, -and neither of ‘thige
ny usecful extent, as may

be easily understood when wé consider that the salary of -the
professor of veterinary surgery is SIXTY DOLLARS 4 YEART

There are no museums or apparatus for the practical démon.
stration of the teachings or-of ‘the lectures of the professor,
except at Ste-Annc’s, and-the upparatas there on-view is not
of much account, . o i

Auother great . ot is that the farms conteoted with the
schools are not the property of the sohools :-at Ste:Annc's and

1’Assomption, they belong to the colleges-at those places, and

at Richmond, the farm belongs to a company which uses it
as a matter of moucy-making. The: proprictors naturally tiy
to make all tho profit possible out of the farms, and when
their object comes intd coinpetition with the teaching of tho
pupils, the latter go- to the wall. The proprictors will ot
risk any innovation, neither. will they spend'asy money, how-
ever neeessary the outlay may be for the completion “of the
practical course of justruction. "
The management avd feeding of the different breeds of
cattlo are not identical.  If the cattle kept on the school-farm
are all of the'same breed, the pupils cannot possibly be t‘au'gh?,
ag they ought to be, how to feed and manage differcat'breeds.
The lads, whea they enter, are _too frequently almost cn-
tirely ignorant of the ordinary rudiments of cducation, bat-
ring reading and writing,
In spite of ‘what 'has becn said, the commission belizves
that the connexion existing between the agricultural - sghools
and the classical colleges-inspires the farm-pupils with o feel-
ing of contempt ‘for their future business: TIn other words,
the pupils of the dlassical colleges treat the furm-pidpils' with
considerable hauteur, .
The cxperimental part of the practical course is negleeted.
A complete course of iustruction in agricalturs should cin-
brace the cultivation of all the crops that can be grown ia the
provinee, and unless the pupils have an' opportanity of seéiog
this carried out, no surprise can be folt if, aftor -their course
is completed; they, on embarkiog in businesgon their dwa
account, become just as much the-slaves of rontige ag' their
forefathers. o T
In tivo of-the colleges, Ste-Anne’s and L’ Assomption, théto
is ncither a creamery nora cheese:factory. Licctures are aivea
on dairy-work, it is triae, biat what £00d can they do withont
practical teaching? It is clear that pupils leave the sohools
knowibg- no ore about. dairy work than- they-would. have
picked up by reading- a:printed treatise oo the. subjeot. < At
the same’time, it should be noted that a special grant ‘has



