ﬁead the “First Epistle of John.

ca.ued the triend of God because he beheved

- and ‘obeyed’ him, "
:ghip where there.is the- darkness o'f 1ns1n-
- cerity. and disobedlence

There can be no fellow-

‘Do not the' truth’-—owr lives as well/a.s

" ‘our, words.are false., . .-

John s l’lessage Aboutf‘--ff

and Salvatlon. e
'L Jobn 1,5 to f; 6.

. Com-

‘ ‘it verses 1, 8-10. v

‘GOLDEN. 'r"x'r -

L

-T1f we oonfe"xs our’ sins, he is faithful and

. just to forgive us.our sins./—I. John i 9

. M.L Johnd, 1-2: ¢

- If we have not sinned there was no need of
* Christ’s atonement. '
. of- Christ’s . atonement, .then there is no sin

.

" fshed during the latter years of his life.

‘propntimtlon for-their sins.

Home Readmgs. :

-—.Tohn s message a.bout
sin and salvation. -

T. I. John ii., 7-29 —"I‘his is tl?? promise

L Eterna.l life.” -
W. 1. John iii.,, 1-12. —sin is the transgres-
- sglon of the Law.’ -

Th. I. g ohn i m- 13-24 —‘He la,ld down his hfe

Sl or:

I‘ I .Tohn v 1-21, -—"(.70(1 hath g‘lven to us
eternal life’ -

S. Rom. v., 1-21. ——-Reconciled to - God. bY
Chnst’s death,

S. Rom. viii.,
sin and death.’ .

Leeson Story

John, ‘the Apostle of Love wntes a let-
ter brimming over with love to all dlsmples
of Jesus. His first words are of Jesus who
was. with"God from-the begipning, -and- who
wias manifested in the -flesh, that all men

_through him mlvht shave eterna.l life:

John proclanms the message he. has heard
from the  Son“of God, that God is light; and
in him is no da,rkneas at all. . Darkness-can
not exist in light, therefore 1f we are walk-

"ing with God:we.are not walking in dark-

ness. Those who walk in the light and love
of God are drawn to each other by the same

‘love and sympa.thxes, we have fellowship

with each other in Jesus.. And "the blood
of Jesus Christ: cleanseth us from all sin.-
Those who say they are not sinners in

need of a Saviour are deceiving themselves

and making a fearful mistake. ' Jesus has
promised. to forgive :all repentant' sinnérs
and his word can not be broken.: He longs
to forgive the sins which he has already
atoned for in his own body on the tree.
But without confession and repentance there
‘can be no acceptance of pardon. If we will

.not acknowledge our sin and need of pardon

we practically say that his word is not true.
If there was no need

or . sorrow. in the world nor ever has been.
. For all sinners, Jesus Christ stands before
his Father as Advocate being himself the
If we know him
we must keep his commandments.
do not obey him, it'is a lié to say that we
love him. He who keeps the word of God
thereby shows his love to God. He who

says he abides in Christ, muet prove it by

hvmg as Christ lived here.
Lesson Hmts.

LT

gohn is suppos}ed to. _ha.ve been the young-
v o3t of the twelve apostles. )

‘He speaks .of
‘himself as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved,

xmplymg that between these two.there ex-
“isted a tender.sympathetic intimacy such as

none of the others could understand at the
time.
John was ‘an old man when he wrote these

—

_epistles, probably between exszhty and nine-

ty-five.  The date of writing is rather un-
‘certain, and the place wa3 either. Ephesus
or Patmos, to which island. John was: ban-

- From' Patmos he_ wrote the" wonderful Book

of Revelation.
‘Message’—a word meaning promlse wher—

. ever fonnd in. the New Testament.

- verse, Light, Life and Love.

“‘God 'is light'—God’s nature -is expre'ssed‘

by the tbree ‘most potent forces of the- uni-

: "Fellowship_,_—-fnendship ~Ahra.ham Was

. Chnst

-shedding. of blood

"1fany;

1-17, ——‘Free from the law of :

‘cannot lie, it is impossible, -
-be, true but every man a liar.)

- If we- -

L ‘Walkin the- hght’-—m the presenee of
God koeping close to ‘our ‘Guide, Jesus -
‘Wel have fellowship .one- wit,h a.n-
other-— : . ; :

Our fears, our hopes our a.lms a.re one

Our comforts and our ca.res e

‘The blood of J esus Christ his Son cleans-
eth as from all sxn”——'Thou shalt oall his
name;; Jesus: for,rhe' shall-:save his people
from their sins.’ (Matt.. i.,..21.). ‘Wlthout
is no- remission. So
Christ’ was ‘once offered ‘to bear the sins of
.and ‘unto them that look for- him
shall :he: appear ‘the.second time: without-sin
uvnto salvation.. . (Heb. ix., 22,.28.) -

‘For 'if the’ blood of. bulls and of goats,

-and the ashes' of am heifer . .sprinkling the

unclean, sanctifieth:to the punfymg of the
flesh; how much more shall the blood of

_,Christ, who' through the Eternal“Spirit; of-
fered himself without. spot to God,  purge

your consgecience. from dead .works fo serve
the living God? (Heb. ix., 13, 14.) :

‘He that despised “Moses’ Taw .. dxed
without mercy under two or three witnesses: .
of how much sorer. pumshment suppose ye,
shall he De- thought . worthy, . who  hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
‘counted the blood of the covenan't where-
with he was sanctificd, an unboly thing, and
hath done despite unto the Splnt of Gra.ce"'
(Heb. x.;29.) =

‘Cloanseth'—is continually cleansing. tho;e
who abide .in Christ from all gin, known
and wuaknown, conformmg us to hxs own
image.

‘We make him a liar’—No opinions or sup-
positions of our will ever alter God’s word,
We -have--the- @istinct sta.tement that. God
‘yea, let God
" (Rom. iii.,

4) God's 'word ' is truth a.nd everything

‘eontraryito it, false”

- Jf.any~man sin —lhe enemy s constantly
laying pitfalls and ;snares for us, the slight-
eat cewa.txon nom Lhe nght pa,’h lcads us
intd $in’

" “Advocdte’—Thé ‘word in the’ Greek is the

same’ as ‘Comforter,’ one called alongside of
to belp and.strengthen.’ )

" !Jesus Christ, .the rightcou ‘All our
rxghteouanesses are as filthy rags (Isa
Ixiv., 6:)°  ‘I-count all things'but loss .. ..
that"-l may win Christ, and be found in hlm,
not havirg mine own rxghteousneas which
is of the law, but ‘that which is of the faith
of Christ, the righteousness whxeh is of God
by fa.lth 2 (Phﬂ iii.,, '8, 9.) -~ . ]

LeSSO‘l Hymn.

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,
. In g believel’s ear;. . ]
It scothes his sorrows, heals kis wounds
And drives away his fea.r o
It makes the wounded spmt wholg
And calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary Test.

vDea,r name' the rock on which I bulld
My shicld and hiding-place,

: My never-failing treasury,. filled”
Wlbh houndless stores ‘of\gragce.

Jesus, my Shepherd Guardia.n Fr iend
.. My Prophet, Priest and ng,

'My Lord, my Life, my Way, my Eod.
Accept the praise-I bring.

Weak 1s the effort of my heart

. And cold my warmest r;houghb
But when I see thee as thou art .

. Pl praise thee as I ought. .

_—Rev. J. Newlon, 1779;

- Primary Lesson.

It we confeﬁ our sins,-he is faithful and

‘Just to forgive us" our sins, and to cleanse

us from all unrighteousne.,s ..

“When an animal s first caught in a trap
or cage it feels: very much frightened, and.
makes many efforts .and struggles to be
free. But- after it has been there for some
time it settles down more quietly, Whether
it ‘has been numbed with the restraint, or
wearled by its useless struggles, or injured

“in- eome way- we- cannot. tell,

R

Suppo:o we: loo::.e the trap, open the door =~

‘of the_cage and give liberty to the captive, .

will the bird immediately- Hy upward with a

glad song" ’Wlll the -squirrel at-once: bound
over ‘the grassito the nearest tree,;and then
high in:the: lcefy branches ehatter with’ glee'
over his escape? . That would seem the, most
natural thing- to ‘do would it not? - Yet some
of these little creatures are so foolish that
- they do not seem to know when they.are
free and so stay in trap or cage long after
the door has been opened, and the way made
for them to escape. .

Does that remind you of anythmg you
ever heard before?

Little chiidren, as well -as older’ people
are often caught in Satan’s traps of temp- -
tatipn,  Jesus -comes and. opens the door
of their prison, makihg a way for them to -
escape from their sins. “~Yet some are -as
foolish as the little birds who stay in the.
cage after the -door is opened—they will
not come out of their bondage Bondagze
means being a slave to some one Those
who will not obey Jesus- are in bondage fo.
the enemy of their sculs. Those who think
they can be good enough themselves with-
out trusting Jesus to save them, do not even
know that they are in a trap.

Those who see that they are sinners and
confess—that is, tell. Jesus.that they are
sorry for all:-their sins, will be at once for-
‘given. Jesus bore the punishment of all
our sins by dying on ihe cross for us, so he
has -power to forgive our sias a.nd wash
away all the stain of guilt, With his own
precious ‘blood he cleanses us.

Practical Points.
A. H. CAMERON.

God and truth and heaven are assoclated
with -light, while Satan, sin and hell, are
always enveloped in darknes. Verse b: . |
Jude 6-13. ~ .

Profession without DOSSOSSIOII is hypoc-
risy. Possession without profession is dis-
loyalty to the King Verse 6: also Rom,
X, 9.

Clo;o communion with-Christ is the be.:t
antidote to.sin.. Verse 7.-

Sin and truth -are sworn enemies, and
truth ever léads her followers to wctory.
Verses 8 and 10,

While scmetimes ‘open confession is good -
for the soul, there are trials and tempta-
tions that should be told to Jesus alonme.
Verse 9.

Only One was connected wnh sin, with-
out becoming contaminated, and that same
one is our on]y deliverer from the love and
dominion of sin. Verses. 1-2

Obedience is the test of discipline, and
love is the mainspring of obedience. Verses
3,4, 5: also, John xiv,, 15. Revised version.

The manhood of Christ is the only safe
model after which to fashion our lives, while
his Godhead. we may trust and admire.
Verse 6: Coloss. ii., 9. : R

Tn ertod, Ont.

SUGGDSTED HYMNS.
"Weeping will not 'save me,’ ‘What can
wash away my sins?’, ‘Jesus, thx bleod and

righteousness,’ ‘Blessed be the fountain- of
blood,’ ‘I heard the voice of Jesus say.’

Search Questnons.

How many re[erences are there in the
Epistles of John to the Gospel written by
him? )
Christian Endeavor Topic.

Dec. 19.—Our sins and how to et rid of
them. —Luke xiii.,_23-30- |

Juiior Px-ayer=Nieetmg i ep:c.

Dee. 19.—What are some of our sins -and

. how can we get rid. of them?—Luke xiii,,

o]

23-30. o -

Sunday-schools ought to be made to em-
brace the-entire younger population of every
‘community. - With the International Lesson
Papers and the multitude of aids provided
by expert writers, there ought now to be no
difficulty in securing sound instruction even
in obscure schools., It ought to be consider-
ed a moral and intellectual disgracé to any
family not to send its-children to Sabbath-
school ——Joseph Cook




