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BURNS THOMSON,
* .FOUNDER OF THE EDINBURGH MEDICAL
JISSION,
At Bournemouth; - on April 29 there

. passed to his rest the brother beloved who
~delighted on all suitable occasions to sign
himself, ¢ W, Bums Thomson, Mt.dlc.ll

Missionary.”
His home-going closes a c'lmpter in recent
Christian movements which might be en-

-titled * The Rise of Medical Missions,’ or,

asa brother perhaps still more aptly puts
it, ¢ The Modern Revival of Medical Mis-
sions.” When that chapter comes to be
written in detail, it will be found that

_among the many worthy men whose names

rise to memory inassociation withthe earlier
days of the movement, the central and
most conspicuous figure is that of Burns
On him in particalar God: laid
the burden and travail of lifting the cause

of modical missions into the view, and

commendmg it to the acceptance, of.the
His task was not an
-1t needed a strong man—one
in whom a cle.m: conviction that medieal

mlssnons foirm an 1mportn.nt; part: of the’
'GOapel method, and a resolute purpose

thiat the’ Church should know it,.should be

"blended with® a’simple-and unswerving

faith in the guidance and help of God, All
who lnd the privilege of his closer acquain-
tance know that Burns Thomson was just
And when, in 1859, the
Master took him and his like-minded wife
and planted them in 38 Cowgate, Edin-
burgh, - he was initiating that wave of

‘niedical missionary interest which has since

touched every church and every missionary
society throughout the whole Chris-
tian world, From that time medical

-missions had at least one living exemplifi-

cation in-our midst, and the eloquent pen
and speech of our brother, as in all the
great cities .of the United Kingdom he
advocated & cause which was to him, for
Christ's sake, more precious than life, ac-

.cemplished a complete change in Christian

opinion. Noble men have risen up since,
and by the blessing of God have done much
to éxtend and deepen the interest in medi-
cal missions, but Burns Thomson was-the
man whom God chose for bl_xe Iabor, if also
of a brave and successful

‘Born . at” Kirriemuir,. iu. Totfm’shlre. of
godly p.n'ents, who died while he was still

o lad, and” owing ‘much to the care and
. affection_of his elder brother,

_ it was at
‘Golapie, in Sutherlandshire, when, about
the age of seventeen, the great decision
"A vivid reminiscence of those

is of a scene behind
when  the . two

on -the oceasion,
n hedge at Golspie,

~lads’ knelt "and dedxcated themselves to
. Christ and to ‘any service to wlnch He.
“might call them. Tutor ial work ina pmv.xte
-f.tnuly followed Golspie, and it was then
- that, .in repeated smlmgs round Cape

W r.tth, zmd in obher excurstons, Burns

-

Thomson developed thab taste for natur: 11'.4 {
science which, ere  many. vears, brourrh g

him the honor of F.R.S.E., and supphe
him throunh the vest of his career .wit;

those analogies which he ‘could 80’ deftly.f'
use in ha.ndlmtr questlons of the spu‘xt‘.ual,,'

life. o . .

He was well over, twenty when' he cmme

to Edinburgh to" enter ‘on.a University
curriculum,

student poverty.
stories of times of - ubter penmlessnes'

which became occasions of strong cr ving to
God with taars, ‘and of sl:n.rblmfr :mswers“
which awed ‘him with the. scnse of- tlxe_
Such ex-’

nenrness of the! D1vme presence..
periences prepared himn foran inténse sym::
pathy  with all emmest student dife.’

Poverty was a bar wlnch he 1gnored wlu,n

DR.'BLR\S THO\ISON, J* lC C.b L ;

he met with real men who were str_uggling
after fitness for service on the mission field,
He could, count on God to meet the needs
of such’ cases.

of forty-five years’ standing, between whom
and Burns Thomson there was a covenant
of prayer, a mutual agreement to ask the

Lord concerning certain speclﬁed Ob] ects,.
the record of which was carefully kept and
the Lord's answers noted, the list of sub-'
jects being extended as years went on; and |
the occasional opportumtles of united sup-
pllcn.txon ‘being ever- gmtefully welcomed ;

The' last of these opportumbleq wns given

to . the twofriends just & few days before'

our brobher p.xssed away.,
; ’\Hls pur pose in coming- to deburgh to
sbudy was to enter the numstx v
looked fm'ther than' t.hub T'IIS desu'

Like muny(n.nother Scotch;
lad, he knew something. of the mthos of:

T h:we heard lum tell;
; ‘twelve o c]ock in the foreuoon to invite the

'.mm'mtes to’a, prayer-meeting that.was to

"And, spenking here of
prayer, there is oné friend living, a friend [

Bat’ he_. :
and-

he ll.md of God was to determme his
Ciy er., We w111 tell 1t ‘m his .own
words:— .
‘ ‘I..\l'.xs visiting in Ponton street Edin-
rbur‘g‘&, when an incident occurred that
“chan ed,the whole current of my life. I
w ent’; to one of the lowest houses about

be. helcl on the followm«r Sabbath evening.
.I hnd* searcely got into the house when a
sharpr little Iushwom’m came springing
inte: the- mlddle of the:floor, and, nppxo'wh-
ing mls, .tbrupbly said, “What do you want,
su’"l’

F.R.S.E.

Rt

v1sthg as Lam now, n.nd the questnon dus-
turbed me. - Although it wasonly twelve

.o'clock her son was lying on a low settleat

the side of the room the worse for’ drink:.
He looked up at-me, and, evidently not
llkmg my. appearance, he ‘eried- to his
mother; ‘Pet ‘im oot, mither.’ AsIlmg-
ered about the room, not lmomnrr very
well'what to do, the yonth got angry ‘and.
erigd_withan oath, -‘Mither, canna ye pet
oot'l’ Tlus dlsburbed me . stlll more,\

';I was not so experienced - then in
. ‘|and was fLeely ‘permitted to’ bell of the
: great salv:

' ment and'the 'result Was that whxle still’

11878." It was a threefold service.
. showed to the Church at home what a liv-

m.xI\o such a* remnrk I
for I knew ubsolut.ely

txsfnctonly leurned inmy -

no handlo I 'remember—-m\'ay T went to
the nearesbdlu«glst and gob a dose of c'tstor
oil.
to the poor woman, ‘and she received it
amidst many empressmns of gratitude.
the Monday followm , &8 in duty bound, I
called back to- sce’ my patient.-
«ceived mo wit open arms, and actually
came out with me to_the end of the strect
with my h.md in hers. She made the
sign of the cross on her forehead, and struck
a- covenant of; ‘ebernal fnendslnp between
T got acce 'e to‘that house ever “after,

abion’ oﬁ'ered by Christ.’ %

It was asnnple enoucrh mcldent but it
was a revelatwn to the- e'\.rnesb student.

i _He beu:m to eearch lus Bxblo on the sub-

keepma tho same. ultlmate llfe obJect: m

W ule yet astudenb he wrote & :prizo
essny on medical missions, which was pub-
-lished. and had much acceptance, 1859 he
undertooh tl‘le supermtendents]np of the-

[work of the Edmbumh Medical stsmnmy

bocxety

**-The’ grent service of his life to miedical-

mlsswns is' bound up with the years 1859—-
He’

ing- power & medical mission could be in'

"I the.worst part of a great ciby; how it could”
| attract the poor in crowds Roman Cnt;ho-
lics and Protestants alike; how it could

-open-their doors, when all other agencies
had: fmled to the entmnce ‘of the Gospel
ssago; and how it was an agency which

bodle nnd souls,of men. - And bhls experi-:

bhe 'lm'ger employment of such missions’
.).mong the heathen. '
Tl)en, second as the head of the first
Medn.n.l Mlsslonary Training Home, he’
wns u.ble to’ show, in dde’ time, a band of
luborels who, having completed their
studles, were fulhllmg, at home or nbrmd
bhe great calling of the medical missionary.
Vn.l tine of Agraand Vartan of Nazareth,
Hutelus n- of Sialkot and Husband of
‘Ajriete; the lnte Drs. Thomson of Swatow,”
nslie” of I\dshmlr, Crabbe of Bir-
and Elder of Busto] “ete., ete,, ™

‘have done much to e\bend the
10 Gospel, were among Dr. Thom-
-‘Aud the influence exerted
ng Home did not by any.
_thex‘e.' Tt began at once to_tell
n'cle of Chustmn men in

’:l‘lle efﬁc:tcy of one’ drua, :

On -

She're-

did not fail to bless, both to the

as an ever-fresh plea in advocating -




