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are like stagnant pools.
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esting. Abevery meal this little woman,
with her low vivacious voice and ready
wit, shunted the conversatioii on to new
tracks of thought. One day it was a rare
plant that she brought in ; the next, some
legend told her by the fishermen ; some-
times it was a stirring incident of local his-
tory ; again a question of politics or of re-
ligion. .

¢¢ ¢ These people,’ she said to me, whenI
came to know her, ‘mean well. They
have no wish to be wicked, but their minds
They grow im-
pure and foul simply from inaction. All
they need is some wholesome subject of
thought to keep them clean.’

T have always reémembered the lesson
she taught me.” . :

There is scarcely a day, even in the life
of a school-boy or girl, when this lesson is
not useful. Conversation is always too
ready to become malicious or vulgar, es-
pecially among idle people. It is rarely
expedient or wise openly to rebuke our
companions, even if we are free from their
faults. Censure usually rouses opposition
and ill-nature.

But when our own minds or those of
others become turbid and foul, let us deal
with them as with a chamber full of dark-
ness and impure odors—open a window.
The brain is cleansed by new and vigorous
thoughts, just as the air of a closed room is
cleansed by the sunlight and motion.—Ex,

A LITTLE CONQUEROR.
BY ‘‘MRS. TROTTER.”

““It's no use talking,” said Alice Peters,
“you can’t make them honest, and you
can’t make them truthful. I've seen it
tried over and over again, and they are
sure to disappoint you in the end. I-want
to be useful, and I want to do the right
thing, and though I don’t imagine that
teaching in the *colored school’ on the hill
is very enjoyable, I would do it willingly
if T had ever heard of a single bit of good
that had ever been accomplished there.
Of course, the colored people didn't have a
chance of improvement for generations,
but ‘what is bred in the bone, can't be got
rid of in the flesh,’ and how you are going
to change their natures, and get the deceit
out of their bones which was bred there
during slavery, is more than I can see.”

*“Well,” laughed Miss Janet Smith, ‘¢TI
used to think just as you do now. You
know I am what people call:¢ dreadful set’
in my way, not that X mean to be ; I truly
want to see things the right way, and do
the right thing as you do, but when I have
thought a thing over and made up my mind,
itis very hard for me to convince myself
that after all I may have made a mistake.
I always insisted that the colored people
were the most unreliable creatures on the
face of the earth; that there wasn’t an
honest or a truthful one to be found, and
that time and money spent in trying to
educate or improve them was that much
thrown away. We've had some experi-
ences with them which were not exactly
calculated to increase my confidence in
them. A man that helped in haying time
used to come afterwards and hetp himself
to my pet chickens ; and another, with the
help of his boys, made away with all the
finest pears in the garden, and so on, till I
made wp my mind that the only good
colored individual was to be found in the
class with the ‘only good Indian.’ There
was a Sunday-school for colored children
on the hill behind the town, in which some
of the young people were quite interested.
The same one you spoke of just now, I
always maintained that the hours spent
there were wasted ones, and never sent
them so much as a frosted cake for the
Christmas celebration ; for Ireally believed
the little scamps only came for the picture
cards and the occasional treats the teachers
planned, and that no real good could be
talked or prayed into them, when for
generations past everything had been
agninst them, but T've changed my mind
and this was the way of it

T had been haking and stewing as usual
all the morning; and when I thought I was
all through, T found the red streak apples
were decaying fast ; so when the fire was
started at tea-time I made six apple pies
and set them on the table in front of the
window to covl. They were for the next
day's dinner and the hay-field lunch, and
you don’t know how relieved I fels that for
once I was ahead of the work and might
find a little time for a magazine article I'd

been saving to read when Iwasn’t too tired
to enjoy ib. After tea I went down cellar
to put away some things, and as I came up
I saw in the window outlined against a
streak of light still in the western sky
something that looked like the hiead and
shoulders of a little black ghost. I wasn’t
exactly frightened, but I stopped a minute
on the stairs in the dark to see just what
it was. Then I saw a thin, little black
hand slowly raised and a’finger was slowly
difawn across one side of & pie where the
juice had sizzled from under the crust and
jellied on the side of the pan. The little

black finger went straight into a cavernous |

mouth, and the amount of licking indicated
that the taste was good. - I saw the black
eyes scan the kilchen, and then the head
turned and the yard was carefully exam-
ined. Kvidently no one was in sight, for
two skeleton arms were raised as if to
grasp a pie, and then slowly fell again,
and the little figure turned away.
stepped into the kitchen where I could
watch the proceedings, for I couldn’t
believe, though the child’s good angel had
triumphed for 4 moment, but that the in-
herited tendency would prove too strong
to be resisted. I stood still for a time, bub
the head didn’t appear in the window
again, and I stole to the door and peeped
through the screen to see what the little
unfortunate was doing. She sat on the
step; her head bent forward and resting on
the handle of an old chip basket, her bony
hands clasped in her lap. As I Jooked the
lips parted and a beseeching little voice
said : ¢ Lord Jesus, help me not to: I wants
dat pie.” I felt like a sneak-thief myself
for not coming right forward to help her
out ; but I hadn’t much faith in the col-
ored race, you see, and I wanted to see how
much that prayer really meant.

¢ She got up in a minute more and came
and knocked timidly at the door. Ithought
that instead of stealing that pie she meant
to beg it, but there was a tear rolling down
cach cheek when the weak voice said:
‘Lady, won’t you buy some matches? I
looked in the basket and saw fen boxes.
‘Two cents a box,” said the pathetic voice,

‘and I took the ten boxes and gave her

twenty cents, hardly saying a word. She
turned away with a happy smile, probably
she thought she saw her reward for her re-
sistance of evil, already, in disposing of her
entire remaining stock ; but such a smile
could only a congueror wear.
around the corner of the house, to be sure
she did not mean to come back after going
a little way, to beg for the pie, and then I
called, ‘Little girl" She turned quickly,
asif a little fearful of something, and my
heart smote me for having so tried the
child, but I wanted to be sure that the little
thing was a real Christian. When she
came to the door again, I took two of those
pies and laid them in the basket, adding a
big piece of cheeseand aloaf of bread with
some Jersey butter, and sent her on her
way. I counldn’t resist going to the corner
of the house to see how she went. It was
nearly dark and all I could see distinctly
was the soles of an immense pair of shoes
(evidently not made to order) flying for the
front gate in a way which showed that the
wearer was the bearver of joyful tidings. I
turned away with a sigh for 1y own shovt-
comings, and » feeling that the Lord. had
been very near me and had answered a
prayer in a way that almost seemed ‘a
miracle of grace.’

*I had told the child to come the next
day, and bright and early she was on hand,
her eyes sparkling. She almost seemed
fatter already for those two miserable pies.
T set her to work picking currants for jelly,
and the way the little imp held the basket
between her two drumstick knees and
picked with both hands was marvellous to
see. I had really expected to find her lazy,
but she didn’t seem to have a lazy bone in
her body and I found her a great help, not
only in picking fruit but at other light
work as well. I grew really fond of the
child as the days passed —for she came each
duy after that to help me—and when I
found by quiet questioning that her love
and trust In the Saviour began in the
school-house on the hill, ‘and that it had
helped not only the child but the mother
as well, I changed my mind & little about
teaching the colored population. I also
found that her father (whom I had reason
tobelieve wasnone other than the despoiler
of my hen roost) had died converted, and
on his deathbed professed conversion.

T let her go

¢TI am willing to confess that I'm hard
to convince, but when my mind is settled
a8 to the right thing I'm ready to lend a
helping hand, and now I am an enthusiastic
worker in the little school-house of which
you say you ‘never heard of one bit of
good that has been accomplished there.’
Lhave heard people say that the teachers
of colored children should come from
among the grown colored people, but I
wonder if they realize that at this imper-
fect stage of the development of the colored
race, that is a good deal after the manner
of ‘the blind leading the blind.”

‘It seems to e a little time spentin
instructing the growing youth of that race
may help the whole country, and we forget
that it is ‘not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts.”"—
N. Y. Observer. )

———

SCHOLARS' NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)
LESSON VIL-NOVEMBER 17.

DAVID'S LAST WORDS.-2 Sam, 23: 1.7,
CoMMIT VERSES 3, 4.

GOLDEN TEXT,

. Ho hath made with me an cverlasting cove-
nant,ordered in all things,and sure.—2 Sam, 23:35,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
The blessed influence of the reign of Christ,

DAILY READINGS,

. 2 Sam. 22:1-5L

T. 2 Sam.23:1-7.

2 Sam. 24: 1-25.

1 Kings X:1-53,

1 ings2; 1-12,

1 Chron. 28:1-21,

1 Chron. 29: 1-30,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

. The lesson should be read in poctic form given
in the Revised Version., 1. Raised wp on high:
from a shcgherd boy to one of the greatest kings
that ever lived. Anointed: sct almrb for his
work by God. 3. The Rock of Israel: God is so
culled (1) because he is everlasting and immov-
able; (2) hois the defence, the stronghold of his
people ; (3) a shadow and shelter for the weary.
te that ruleth : omit the italics, David sces as
in a vision “One who rules over men, just,”
This is the ideal for all his successors, but real-
ized perfectly in Christ, the holy and Perfect
king.” 4. Asthelight of t}zemornin : suchis the
¢ffect sought by every good ruler, Butthefigure
illustrates perfectly the influence of Jesus upon
the sinful heart, and upon an ignorant, sinful
world. He brings light, life, joy, beauty, com.
fort, wherever hoshines, ds the tender grass:
his influence upon men is like that of the spring
sunshine and rainupon the wintry earth, bringing
forth fruits and flowers. 5. Although my house:
a]thouﬁh David was conscious of imperfections,
yet God had made o promise, and all these bless-
ings wero to come forth from his house, through
Christ Jesus his Son, and_the wider kingdom
which he brought in, every believer beingan heir
of the Fromisc of Abraham, Buf probebly this
verse should be read inferrogatively, Isnotmy
house so with God? for he hath made withme an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all thin{;s {per-
feetly arranged) and sure: for all my salvation
and all my desire, shall he not make_it to grow ?
6. Sons of Belial: of worthlessness, lawlessness,
s thorns : and therefore having no partin the
garden of theLord, 7., Fencedavithiron: armed
with iron, fastencd on a long staff. The wicked
who refuse to repent are not only useless, but in.
Jurious to others. There is nothing to be done
with them but to turn them as with fire,

SUBJECT : THE BLESSED KINGDOM OF
_CHRIST. :

QUESTIONS,

I. Tne CLosiNG YEARS OF DAvID'S Lire.—
How many years did David live after the rebel-
lion of Absalom? How mtmdv dycm's of famine?
(2 Sam, 21:1) What error did David commit?
(2Sam. 24) How wasitpunished? Whatdoyou
learn as to the {)orulntlon of hig kingdom from
this ccnsus? What was David doing during
most of these years? (1 Chron, 22, 28, 29.) Give a
briefaccount of these preparationsfor the temple,
What were David's last words to Solomon? (1
Kings 2:1-0)  Where was David buried? (1
Kings2:10.) How old was he? How long had
he reigned? What would you say of his char.
acter? Was his life o suceess? The source of it.
Describe him as a statesman ; as a general § as o

poct.

. 1L A Visioy oF THE TRUEKING {vs, 1-3).—How
is David described inthese verses? Whoinspired
him to speak the words of this lesson? Why is
God called a Rock? How is the trug king de-
scribed? Was this & picture of himself, or of his
ideal? (v, 5) In which of hisdescendants was
it fulfilled? (Matt. 2:2; Luke 1:32, 33; Phil, 2:
9:11; John18:36, 37.) Over whom is Jesus King?
What do you find in him that makes him the per-
fect ideal King ?

II1. Tk BLESSED INFLUENCE OF 118 KINGDOM
{vs. 4, 5).—To what is the influence of Jesus com-
pared ¥ Whyis it said tobe without clouds? In
what respeets are the sinful heart and the world
svithout Christ like the_carth in the nighttime?
What docs the sun do for the earth? What
thin% like unto these docs Jesus do forus? In
what respeets are the sinful heart and the world
without Christ like_the earth in winter time?
What do the sun and rain do for the earth in the
a}n‘ing? What does Jesus do for us like unto
these things? Did David fecl worthy of such
blessings? (v.5.) How did he know (god would
dothem? (v. 5. Sco also, 2 Sam, 7:12:16.) Are
these promiscs being fulfilled ?

IV. Toose wHO REMAIN OUTSIDE THE KING-
Do (vs, 6, 7).—By what name are wicked people
called? To what are they compared? What
must be dong with thorns and weeds? Why?
How is their injury to others described? Need
any persons remain wicked? If they refuse to
repent and change, what must become of them?
(Rev. 21:27.) Is therc any.way of escape excopt
by turning from theirevil wayst (Ezek, 18 :30-32;

Matt, 5:20; 7:18,19.)

LESSON VIIL-NOVEMBER 24,
SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE.—1 Xings 3:5-15.
Corxnr VERSES 12,13,

) GOLDEN TEXT.
‘Wisdom is better than rubies.—Prov. 8: 11,

CENTRAL TRUTH.

Seck first tho kingdom of hicaven, and all other
things shall be added unto you, .

DAILY READINGS. -

M. 1XKings3:1.15. : )
T. 2 Chron, 1:1-17.

W. Jamesl:1-17.

Th, Matt. 6:19-34,

PF,. 1Kings9:1.9,

Sa, Josh, 24:1-1G,

Su, Prov.3:1-18,

"HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

5. dsk, ele: the answer to his prayers and wor-
ship, 6. And Solomon said: Solomon grounds
his request that Jehovah would grant him the
gifts needful for n sovereign wpon the mercy
shown his father David, to whom God had per-
formed his promises, 7. Jam but a little chald:
his humility shows his wisdom. He saw low
weak he wasg for the great work to be done.
How to go out or comein ; i.c., transact the busi-
ness of the government. 8 "I'le.ich,_ thou hast
chosen: it was not only a great nation, but the
nation chosen to represent God before the world,
and carry out his kingdom, and teach the world
his truths. All this was a far greater responsi-
bility than the ruling an ordinary kingdom. 4
great people: 1,580,000 wasriors, besides 38 000
Levites (1 Chron, 23:3; 21:5,0), which would
imply a population of 6,000,000, ' 9. Giéve an under-
standing heart : true, religious wisdom, applied
to the affairs of his kingdom ; a clear pereeption
of right and wrong, and skill to_dccide every
difiicult question aright, Itincludes alsoan ap-
titude for the acquisition and use of the higher
branches of philosophical knowledge, natural
and moral, which constituted the lcarning of his
age, Inthe latter, he excelled the most famous
men of his time. 10, Pleascd the Lord : for hio
asked nothing for himself, butonly fitness for hig
work, 12, None like thec: his knowledge of
nature extended to all the kingdoms of creation
and the products of every country (1Xings 4:
31-33). _Ho gave special attention to the study of
man. His manifold observation and experience
he_expressed in maxims, of which, according 10
1 Kings 4: 32, he composed three_ thousand.
Strangers thronged from forcign lands to know
the wise king, and to admire his institutions and
n/ppointmcnts. . Ifcle. .... then Twilllengthen
thy days: lonfhfc was conditional on obedicnce.
So{omon failed in his part, and he died about the
age of sixty., 15. Behold it was a dream: this
passed while Solomon dreamed : but the results
show thut il was a real choice.

SUBJECT :THE WISE CHOICE.
QUESTIONS.

I. Gop's OFFER TO SOLOMON (vs. 5),—What
great religious festival did Soloruun hold? (2
Chron, 1:], 2) Who were invited? Xor what
panosM “Where was itheld? Why at Gibeon?
{2Chron.1:3-5) What canyoutcll about Gibcon?
What was the extent of his sacrifices? What
vision did Solomon have abitsclose? What offer
did the Lord make tohim?_Does he make alike
offertounsall? (Matt.7:7; John14:13, 14 ; James
1:5.) Does cvery one practically, by deeds if not
by avords, ask God what he shall give him?

11, Soromoy CoNSIDERS GOD'S OFFER (v, 6-8).
—In thinking overwhat he should ask, how many
reasons docs Solomon find for mnkinsz the choice
he did? What had God dong for his father?
How was this a rcason for his wise choice?
‘What did he feel himsclf to be? Was he very
{mmg and inexperienced for the great work?

Was this humility a good sign?_ How great a
people had the kingdom ﬁx'own tobe? (1 Chron,
21: 5, 6; 2 Chron, 23:3,) las God given each of
us a great and important work to do? Do we
need the greatest wisdom to accomplish it well?

II1, ToE WisE CHoICE (v. 9\.—What did Solo-
mon choose? Did this provethat he was fitted to
receive? What did he mean by an understanding
heart? Was it the same wisdom as he describes
in Prov.3:1316? Did he:ask this for himself?
Was it & wiso choice? Why? Isit a choice we
can make?

IV. Gon's RESPONSE (vs. 10-15).—How was
the Lord pleascd with Solomon's choice? Why?
What did he promise? How was it fulfilled in
Solomon’slife? (1 Kings3:16-28; 4:29-31) What
more was given him? How was this fulfilled?
{1 Kings10:1-29.) On what condition shonld we
live long to enjoy all this? Did he havelonglife?

V. NEw TESTAMENT L1GHT.—What should we
seek first? (Matt, 6:33; Prov.4:73 16:16.) Will
God add temporal blessings to thosc that scelk
first his kingdom ? (Mnlf. 6:33; Mark 10:29, 30.)
Docs the Lord love to give abundantly? (Eph.
2:4.7; Luke 6:35; 11:13)) Can_we ever get the
best temporal blessings by secking them fivst?
Would they be as good for us if we could ?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. To every onoe comes the offer, Ask whatI
shall give thee,

II. What woask tests our characters and de-
termines our destiny,

-—

LESSON CALENDAR,

{Fourth Quarter.)
Oct. 6. 'l‘hg t.ri}))cs united under David

2 Sam. 5:1-12,
2 Oct;.61.3. ’l;ho Ark brought to Zion. 2 Sam.
Oct. 2. David’s Thanksgiving Prayer. 2

Sam, 7:18-29,
4. Oct, :;’7. Sin, Forgiveness, and Pecace. Ps.

2: 1-11.
Novi :;b David's Rebellious Son. 2 Sam, 15%
6. Novi 8101 81%3113\'1‘&'5 Grief for Absalom. 2 Sam.

Nov. 13.—David's Last Words, 2 Sam.
Nov, 21.—S:ﬂnmon's Wise Cholce. 1 Kings
32 B15. ’

9. Dece. 1. The Templo dedicated. 1 Kings 8:

10. Dee. 8. Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. 1
Kingg 10:1-13,

11 Dee. 15, Solomon's Fall. 1 Kings11:4.13,

12. Dcc. ‘22.‘ g(l;oséo of Solomon's Reign, 1Kings

®

13. Decc. gg.;sﬁe\'ibw and Temperance. Prov, 23:

<
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