NORTHERN

MESSENGEK.

SCHOLAR'S NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1876 by Edwin
W. Rice, as issued by Awmerican Sunday-Schooi
Union.)

Coxxecerenp Historv.—David’s victory over Goli th
caused the king to enquire carefully in regard to his fam-
ily,and to call him and honor him at court.

LESSON 1V.

JaxvARY 23.]

DAVID IN THE PALACE. About 1073 B. C.
Reap 1 Sam. xviii. 1-1€. - ReciTR vs. 14, 15.

To Tar ScHoLAR.—The danger of hating to see others
prosper, of envying them, is clearly shown in this lesson.
Naul was angry because David was praised for slaying
Geliath, and from being a friend to David he turned into
a bitter enemy. .

=

GOLDEN TEXT.—When a l
man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh

| €ven his enemies to he at peace with |
” him.—Prov. xvi. 7. |

/7

CENTRAL TRUTH,—Purity
and peace go together.

e .

DAILY READINGS.—M.—1 Sam, xvili. 1-16. T.—1
Sam. xx. 1-23, W.—Eceles. iv. 1-16, 7h.—1 Sam. xix

4-17. F.~Prov. xxii. 1-25. Sa.—Pg, oxl. 1-18. S—
Pg, xiv. 1.7,
NOTES.—David ut court. Ttis not easy to explain

Saul's enquiries about David, chap. xvii, 55-58. Some
suppose that this was David’s first appearance in court,
and that his visit as a harper (chap. xvi. 14-23) came
atter his combat with Goliath. Others think he was at
court a very short time, hence Saul’s questions. Wordg-
worth suggests that as Saul's enquiry ‘was as to David’s
parentage, it does not imply that he did not know David.
Javelin, & long spear, made of a long staff of wood, and
upped with some sharp-pointed and hard metal, Captain
vver a thousand, King Saul had made David commander-
iu-chief of his army (v. 5), but now he removes him trom
that position and vefs him over 1,000 men, something
like a eolonel iw our army.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.
Lienson Topics.—(1.) Davin’s FRIENDS, (IL) Davip’s
ENEny. =

L. DAVID'S FRIENDS. (1.) was kuit, or “‘bound
to,”" Gen. xltv, 30. (2.) reok him, the king also his
frond. (3.) covenant, a pledge of friendship. (4.)
rqhe, or “goat” (1 Sam. ii, 19); garments, means his
milituy dress. (5.) Saul set him, king further honors
liim ; the people, David the hero of the people. (6.)
tabrets, timbrels or tambournes, played uponlike a
drum ; imstraments, or * three-stringed instruments.”
(6.) womenansweredt the Mnging respotsve. See
Ex. xv, 20,21. ? ‘

.I. Questions.—What effect had David’s speech on the
king’s Son. What was hiy name ! How is their friend-
Ahip described ¢ How did ‘the king show his friendship
for David 4 v. 2. How aid Jonathan treat David ? What
power did Saul confer upon David? v. 5. How did the
people regard him ?  Deseribe the return from the battle?
How did the women praise Saul 7 How did they speak of
David # Why did David prosper 1 v. 14, Who loyed him ?
v.16. Why 1

4 . DAVID'S ENEMY. (8.) displeased, (Heb.)

WAS evilin his eyes,” (9,) eyed,with envy. (10.) evil
wpirit (see chap. xvi 14; prophesied, as wicked gpirits
and men prophesied. See 1 Kings xxii. 6.22. (12.)
afraid, feared David would become king in his place,
(14.) behaved. or “prospered” in all his ways.

TI. Questions.—What made Saul angry ¢ Against
whom was he angry ? How did he regard David fmw ]
What again came upon Saul? v. 10. With what effect?
What did he try to do to David ? Why did he not do it ?
Why was he afraid of David? Where did he place
David? v.18. How did David act toward hig enemy ? v,
16. How shonld we treat our enemies ?

Tustration.—Ewy, As g amoth gnaws a garment,
says Chrysostom, so does eénvy consume a man. KEvil of
envy. Caliguls slew hig brother bécause he wag a beauti-
ful young man. Dionysius the tyrant punished Philoxen-
1uN the musician, becanse he could sing ; and Plato the
philosopher,because he could reagon befter than himgelf.
Cambyses killed his brother because he could draw a
stronger bow than himself. The poets imagined envy
dwelt in a dark cave, being pale, lean, tull of gall, with
black teeth, never rejoicing. but in the misfortune of
others,

Careless Sinners. Sinners arve like idle swimmers that
go carelessly floating down stream rather than swim
againgt the current and gain the shore, They will reach
the sea at Inst ; and when they hear the breakers and see
the dashing wayes,they will be alarmed,but t0o late: they
are quickly hurried into the ocean of eternity. So men
.zhoughtlesl_vlndul,;e inenvy until their peut;e ot mind
I8 gone, and their soul destroyed,

.(,'mmrw'mn Hisrory,—Saul hated David, and to entrap
him offered to him his daughter for a wife. Jonaihan
and Saul's danghter saved David's life twice ; and David

fled to Samuel at Ramah. Saul sent to tuke him, but Da- |

vid escaped to Gibeah, and was advised again by Jona-
Lau of Saul’s wish to slay him,
LESSON v,
JANUARY 80.) "
DAVID AND JONATHAXN. LALout 1061 B. ¢
READ 1 9am. xx. 85-42. Recire vs, 41 -42,

DAILY READINGS.—M.—1 Sam, xx.35-42. 7.—1 Sam.
X, 18-85, W.—1 Sam, xvil, 17-31, 75.—Py, x1ii, 1-11.
=P, h‘dﬁ. J-11. " Sa~Num, vi. 22.27, 5~—1 Sam.
xxiiy 1-23,

"

{ thisfriendship to continue?

e

[l GOLDEN TEXT.—There'is a il

. friend that sticketh closer than a brother. l
—Prov. xyiii. 24.

make true triends,

\

|

t | CENTRAL TRUT H.—True sainfg
i
i

2

NOTES.—Artillery, or * instruments”—that i3, his
bow, arrows, and quiver. Zowards the south. This phrage
is generally supposed to refer to the same place as “Ezel”
in v, 19. The Greek version reads ‘‘ a heap of stones” in
v. 41. “ Ezel” means ‘‘ going,” or ‘* travelling”’—that is,
a stone which directed travellers in the way,as our gnide-
boards.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(1.) JONATHAN AND THE LAD.
JONATHAN AND DAvVID.

T. JONATHAN AND THE LAD (35.) morning,
(seev. 19) ; field (see v. 19); appointed, agreed upon
as in va. 19-23. (86.) beyond, or “ to-pass over him.”
(37.) beyond thee, the sign he was to give. See v. 22.
(38.) cried, called after the lad ; ** make speed,” this
was meant for David as well as for the lad. (89.) not
anvthing,thelad did not know why Jonathan acted
thus ; David knew. (40.) artillery (see Notes); 10 the
city. Jonathan wauted to be alone with David so he sent
the lad away.

1. Questions.—Where was Jonathan to meet David ?
For what purpose ¥ v. 13. What signals had they agreed
upou ? ve. 20-22, What time was appomnted ? v. 19.
Who was with Jonathan ¢ What was the lad to do ! State
how David was shown Saul’s wish tokill him ¢ Who alone
understood the matter ? How did this prove Jonathan’s
love for David ¢

I1. SONATHAN AND DAVID (41:) the south
(see Notes) ; bowed himself three times, to show
his love for Jonathan (see Gen. xxxiii, 3); exceeded,
David’s sorrow and expressions of love were greater than
Jonathan's. (42.) 3o in peace,the Lord has saved you;
the city—that'is, ¢ Gibeah ;” its location is unkuown.

11. Questions.—When did David openly join Joua-
than 1 the field 2 Why not before ? - How did he meet
Jonathan ¢ Why were they so sorrowful ? Whose sor-
row was the greatest ! How dil Jonathan bid him faye.
well? Of what pledge did
he speak 7 How long was

(Ir)

What shows that Jona-
than’s friendship was real?
See vy, 32-34. Why do we
prize friends most in trou-
ble?

Ilustration.— Truc
Friendship. “ So long as
there i8 blossom on the
trees afid honey in the
blossom the bees will fre-
quent them ineeowds and
fill the place with mu-
#ic; but when the blos-
som is over and the honey
is gone. the bees too will
all digappear. So it is N
with some friends : they flock around us in ‘our prosper:
ous day# ; but when fortune flies, they fly with it.”’—
Gotthold. .

Conxrorep Hisrory.—After parting with Jonathau.
David fled to the priest at N. oh, then to Gath, next to the
cave Adullam, and thence to Mizpeh, in Moab. Warned
by the prophet. Gad, he returns to Judea, defeats the
Philistines at Keilah, escapes to Ziph, then to Maon, and
next to Engedi.

LESSON VI,

FEBRUARY 6. g
DAVID SPARING SAUL. ([About 1060 B.C.|
ReAp 1 8am. xxiv. 1-16. Rreire vs, 14, 156.

GOLDEN TEXT.—Recompense to
1o man evil for evil.—Rom. xii. 17.

CENTRAL TRUTH.=W¢
shew mercy as we expect it,

\\ ’

DAILY READINGS.—M.—1 Sam. xxiv, 1-16; 4,—Pg,
xxxvili. 1-22. W.—Rom, xii. 9-21. Th.—Matt, v. 8-
48, ¥, —Pa.xxxvii, 1-25° Sa.~Ps. xxxv, 1-2. §-Ps. xliii,
15, : <

NOTES.—Engedi." fountain of the goats,”s town on the
west coast of the Dead Sea, now called “ Afu Jidy,” trom
a spring of that name, and from the number of wild goata
found there. The limestone cliffs about it are full of
caves, still used as sheepcotes. - They arve very dark, and
the  keenest eye looking dnward cannot see five paces ;
but one being within and looking outward toward the en-
trance could see plainly.” So David and his men, con-
cealed within the cave, could not be seen by Saul ag he
entered, but they eould wnteh him without being disecov-
ered.

EXPLANATTONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topies.—(I.) Davio sparks SAvr. (IF) Da-
VID REPROVES SAUL,

I. DAVID SPARES SAUL. (1.) following. pur-
suing the Philigtines (see chap. xxiil. 28) ! Engedi (see
Notes). (2.) chosen men, carefully picked. (8.)
sheepcotes, sheep peus ; sides, holes in the side. (4.)
Lord said, the Lord had not- said this wasthe day ;
skirt, his robe. (5.) smote him, he felf sorry. (6.)
this thing, kill Ssul,as you advised ; Lord’s anointed
1 8am. x. 1. (7.) stayed, held back. 8

I. Questions.—Why did Saul pursue David ? where
wag David hid 7 State how Saunl gought to take him
Hig failure, Deseribe Sanl’s danger. Why did David
spare his life 7 &

must

I1. DAVID REPROVES SAUL. (8.) stooped
« « s bowed, to show respect to Saul. (9.) hearest,
vieldest to them ; (11.) father, David was Saul's son-in-
law (see 1 Sam, xviii. 27) ; know thou, from my spar-
ing thy life, (12.) Lord avenge, (see Rom xii, 19);
npon thee, to kill or hurt thee. (14.) dead dog,David
seemed as weak as a dog or a fleacompared with the king,
(15.) deliver, David strongin God,

II. Questions.—I'or what did David reprove Saul ¢
What had DPavid’s men advised ¢ Why had David
spared Saul ? What proof of his words did he show to
Saul? Who would avenge David? How would he be de-
livered ¢ What was the effect on Saul ? How does David’s
conduct teach us to act toward our enemies ?

Tlustration.—David and Saul. The cliffs {n that re-
glon are 5o near together, and have such deep chasms be-
tween them,that in the clear air Saul,standing ou one rock,
could hear David distinetly speaking from another rock,
without being able to take him prisoner. Jewish Rab-
bing have a story to account for David’s safety. They
say, * God, foreseeing that Saul would come to this cave
caused a spider to weave her web across its mouth,which
Saul perceived, and supposed from it, that the cave was -
empty.”

————

Lroar v DArknrss.—It has been said by
one who once appeared “almost a Christian,”
Let him who gropes painfully in darkness or
uncertain light, and prays vehemently that
the dawn may ripen unto day, lay this other
precept well to heart, which to me was of in-
valuable service: Do the duty which lies
nearest thee, which thou knowest to be a
duty, thy second duty will already have be-

come clearer.—Carlisle.
R

GOOD WGRDS,

It does seem something like self-praise fura
paper to make room for talk about itself, but
the MrssENGER isin a peculiar position. Tt
hag, as it were, been carried on the shoulders of
its friends, and they all like to hear good opi-
nions of it, and besides the colamn is useful to
those who are commending the paper to their
friend>. We, of course, only give specimens of
these letters, with which we might fill the
paper. Mr. I.. D. Martin,  of Toronto, writes:
“T have snbscribed for the MrgseNcER for two
years, and feel so well pleased with the puare
and useful reading matter it contains that I
heartily recommend it to my friends.” We
may add that the recommendation has not
been without effect. A friend from Tweed
Ont., says, “I have taken it thislast year and
‘MMWO‘M‘”Wthﬁ@?“
‘We have this from Mass Town, N. §.:—“1

| sent you six names the first of October, 2nd

they are well pleased with the paper. The
MessENGER is a paper that should be in every
family and read by bothold and young. A
gentleman told me the other day that hehad
been taking the MussENGER - for ten years and
would not do without it.”” The following from
Bayview is especially pleasing :—* The school
children are quite pleased with their papers.”’
Wallace Plotten, Scugog, says :—“ 1 take the
Mgessencer. 1 am twelve years old. "I like
the MrsseNGER first-rate, there is such nice
reading matter in it. I noticed your prize
list in the first Decembernumber, but I think it
is no use for me to try for a prize,so T will try
to gat as many as I oan at the offer you make

| in the same paper.”’

NOTICE.

Subecribers finding the figvre 2 after their
name will bear in mind that their term will
expire at the end of the presentmonth. Harly
remittances are desirable, as there is then no
loss of any numbers by the stopping of the
paper.
& Tur Prizgs.— Ounr competitors for the
January prizesneed not be troubled because
the names of those who weresuccessful are
not recorded in the present number, for the
day on which this iswritten is December 20th,
1875. Tt is a question if they will beall in
in time for next mumber, as some are coming
from San Francisco and British Columbia,

Runewars.—This is, about the time of the
year that most of our old subscriptions are to
be renewed.. It is pleasant to obtain new sub.
soribers, but atill more 5o to retain old ones.
~We would, therefore, request all our old sub-

w@:e have not done so before, to - renew their
subscriptions at once, so that thers will be no
numbers missed. If they can send’ along
another subseription with their own 8o much

the better.

| soribers whose. time expires in February, and |.

BREARFAST.—EPPS’s COCOA—GRATEFUL AND
COMFORTING.—‘‘ By a thorough knowledge of
the natural laws which govern the operations of
digestion and nutrition, and by a careful appli-
cation of the fine properties of well-selected
cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast
tables with a delicately flavoured beverage which
may save us many heavy doctor’s bills, It is
by the judicious use of such articles of diet
that a constitution may be gradually built up
until strong enough to resist every tendency to
disease. Hundreds of subtle maladies are float-
ing around us ready to attack wherever there is
a weak polnt. We may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified ‘with
pure blood and a progve,rly nourished frame.”’—
Civil Service Gazelle. ade simply with boiling
water or milk. Each packet 1s labelled—
« James Erps & Co., Hommopathic Chemists,
48 Threadneedle Street, and 170 Piceadilly ;
Wor}{’s, Euston Road and Camden Town, Lon-
don.

[)EFSS AND HEALTH,
HOW TO BI; STRONG,

A BOOK FOR LADIES,

This handsome litile book should ‘be read hy every
mother who wishes her daughters to grow up atr'ong nn.ul
healthy women.

It numbers 187 pages. and i8 8old for the small prico of

30 Cents Pest Free,
It makes a handsome and appropriate Chiigtmyg present.
JOHAN DOTGIV\LL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P (.

TORY OF THE

GUIBORD CASE,

The 'l bisfory of this most remarkable gng Interesting
case has just been issued at the WITNESS Offioe S and ‘;
now ready for sale. Besides giving the history, Teading
facts and most important official documents of ira ms\r:
it containg Portraits and Biographical Xketchey of those
men most clogely connected with it, a8
THE LATH JOSEPH GUIBORD,

MR, DOUTRPF,
BISHOP BOURGET,
HON. JUDGE MONDELET,
REV. CURE ROUSSELOT,
AND :
MAYOR HINGS TON,

It also containg engravings of
GUIBORD’S GRAVE,
THE PROTESTANT CHEMETERY VAU LR,
THE CATHOLIC CEMETERY GATEs,
AND
THE UNUSED STONE CORgpy.
e “Fhosstwiotaye no tine to tollow voluminoiy W
scatiered newgnaper reports of current events, are always
glad to get them 1n complete form. both for present read-
ing and future reference.
Price, post free, 50 cents.
1t can be obtained through all respectable Bnnkspllern,
or by application to the publishers.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, p.q,

ELIABLE PAPERS. i
THE MONTREAL DATLY WITNESS

mostreliable sources, besides market reports, religiong
intelligence, family reading, &ec. Price, $3 per year,
postage included,

THE TRI-WEEKLY WITNESS
contains all the reading matter of the Daily but the aq.
vertisements, and the local matter, which is condenseq,

Price, $2 a year, postage included.
THE WEEKLY WITNESS
is & paper which especially commends itelf to the famijy
cirele. It'isfull of news condensed into the xmallegt
space {o be intelligible and valuable, markets, commey.
cial information, gensral information, religlous news ang
family reading. Price, $1,10 per annum postage ig.
cluded. Specimen copies sent frec on application.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P,q,

THE NEW DOMINION i
¢ MONTHLY.

This month y magazine of ¢ighty pages is 1ssued at ti,
price of $1.50 per annum, 1t is full of interesting wng
ingiructive reading matfer, Samples sent free on appi;
cation to the publishers,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,

Montresil,\pf_
THE SUBSCRIPTIONS
for the MESSENGER are:

.8 0.30

100 copies.-
1,000 copies ..
J. DOUGALIL & SON,
Publishers,
Montrea],

JOHN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce siveei,

New York,

———
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e NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and
Th on the 1st and 15th of every month, at Nof, 218 and
2920 St. James street, Montreal, by Joun Dovaary,
& Sow, composed of John Dougall, of New Yory
and John Redpath Dougali and J' D, Dougall, of
Montreal, ; 2 »

containg a dmly epitome of the world’s news from t.her




