Ioly Days of the Church.

Piletelirnugle the Lo hours of agony v the cro==<Jie never but for afow
shart ot it s, I ft Hun B anddo ot lnr:'\lil was at the fout alihe Cluss,
that St T b reccive b that Last dy ing tohen of bis Saviour’s Tove and con
fidence, **Son behold thy mother !

Alter the Reswirection St Jolin was among the first to visit the sopul-
chire, vutstripping in bis eagerness even the zealous Peter.

[tis gonerally belioved that e ranamad io Jeesalen fifteen years after
the Ascunsion, that is tillattor the death of the Bles~ad Viging why had
bean committed to hisarge. Dating the carly partof this tim, Le way
the cons it companion off St Peter. Togeher they visited the Fenple,
healed the Lae tan. wete cast o prison by order of the Sanhicdrim,
and togethier, (At vie), they administered the rite of confirmation for
the first time, to the cotverts in S:maria,

At Jength, after niay years, 8t Johin quitted Jerusalem and went into
Asia Minor, making his home chielly at bplicsus where he establi-hial g
church, and appointed Timothy as its first Bishov. By this time e,
the younz st of the Apustles was the only one of all that glorious company
lefton earth , the uthers, his own brother, his chosen friend and com pan-
ion among them, had sealed their faith with their blood, but he the be-
Toved.was still to tarty. waiting his Lord’s leisure, till He should come and
tahe him home . and the life thup spared and prolonged was devoted 1o
his Master's service.  Many Jurchies were founded by him, particularly
theseven mentivned in the Revelation, bat in the midst of his Y.'lbuur.\ he
was seized by order of the erudd Fumperor Domitian, carried bound to
Rome, and there cast into a cauldron of boiling oil ; but it was not God's
will that he should die thus . his was to be a martyrdom in will aut in
deed, and he came out of the cauldron unharmed. You would hase
thought such a nuricle would surcly have changed the hardest heart, but
no, the cruel Euperor was unappeased,and the aged Apostle was banished
to the Island of Patinys,  Iere he wrote his wondrous Book of the Apo
calypse or Revelation, whicli has gaind him the title of The Divine, and
of nhich the first and last ciapters are chosen as the seeond lesson for the
day.  On thedeath of Domitian St. Johin was reealled, and returuing to
Astgyrgain male his ho e in Ephesis. Some say that it was now he wrote
the three Epistles and the Gospel which bears his name, but thisis uncer
tain. others asserting that they were written before his banishment.  He
died at Ephests at a very advanced age, and we are told that to the very
end luve wus thie ruling principle of his life, su that when from age and
weahness hie was unable tu preach, he used to be led into the church, and
say only, ** little children love one another ?”°

And now our Festival talks are esnie to an end ; very soon and we shall
enter upon a nuw vear, and I trust as each sucecedinz month one. anore
brings round the Holy Days, you will not forget what Thave tried t teach
you. L W B

HOLY INNOCENTS.—DFrCEMBER 29,

*“ These were redecnied from sunung inen, being the first fruits unto Go1 and to the
Lamb."—REVELATION v 4

Ox this festival, the Church lovingaly remembers those little ones slain
by the cruel Herod, who were the first martyrs for their Lord. The Col-
Ject says that they glorified God by their deaths,and the Revelation counts
them among thosc%}lcst souls ** which follow the Lamb whithersoever e
goeth,”” *¢ beine the first fruits” of Iis redeemed. .

This, the Church’s Feast for children, reminds us of their relations to
the kingdow of heaven,

Sinee our Saviour said, ‘* Suffer them to come unto me,” they should
be wade His own in Holy Baptism, and trained for Ilis sersice. When
even those of mature years would cowme to that sacrameat, they must first
¢ becowme az little childven.”



