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HUSENBETH'S DEFENCE O THU CATHOLIC
CHURCH,

Continued.

But Mr. White thinks he has a triumphant re-
tort agains) Catholics, when he recounts the wicked
livesof several  Popes ; a tact which, he says, we
¢ shali nct venture to  deny.” No, we slm?l not ;
andl Ict Mr. White be equally candid, and not at-
tempt 1o deny the accusations of  all history a-
gainst Luther and the reformers. But we rl)n'nve
something important to say upon the maiter; and
we can soon shew Mr. White that there is no parity
nthe two cases. We ackuowledge that there
have been very wicked Popes ; but let it be well
observed,that it is a very different thing for erdinary
oinisters of wicked character, 1o be permitted, to
carry on a religion otherwise firmly established ;
and for ectraordinary men to appear, of dissolute
lives, and give themselvesout to be special Apos-
tles comumissioned from the God of Holiness, to re-
form his Church, and purify it from corruption.
‘We are ready to allow that perhaps a tenth past of
the Popes bave been \vickcti men : but even these
always fulfilled the public duties of the Church, and
maintained the postolic ductrine, order and mis-
sion ; so that their personal vicesdid not essentially
affect the Church,  'The inscrutable Providence of
God has permitted that bad men should sometimes
be invested with the ordinary mission and ministry
in his Church ? and this is not lost by any personal
crimes, nor does their wickedness justify lgc faith-
1} in refusing to obey them : the Scribes and the
Pharisecs have sitten on the chair of Moses. Al
fherefore, whatsocver they shall say to you, cbserve
aud do : but according to their works do ye aot.
—Matt. xxiii. 2, 8.

The great Protestant philosopher, Leibnitz,
thought very differently of the Popes from Mr.
Blanco White. ‘¢ It must be acknowledped,”” he,

says, ¢ that the vigilance of the Popes for the ob-|
servance of the canons, anid the support of Churchl|

discipline, has produced from time to time sory ex-
cellent effects, and that exercising an ixfluence
with Kiags, in season and out of season, either by
remonstrances, which the authority of their charge
entitled them to make, or by the fear of ecclesias-
tical censures, they prevented many dicorders.>*

We repeat, then, that if the church of Christ had
needed a reform in faith, such men as Luther and
his brother reformers would never have been chosen

|.our

“on; though so great a work as that of votorming the,
Church of God, would have demanded no less pow -
ierful signs than these givenby Moses, by Christ
Lord, and his Apostles.  When Lutherand
_Calvin arose, there wasalready in the Churena.
"public ministry appointed to teach, a hody of pas-!
tors claaming anordinary mission, which came

down to them in regular succession from Jesus |
1 Christ and his Apostles. W hen the Sacramenta- |
| riuns and Anabaptists preached contrary to Luther, |
he haughtily required themto shew supernatural
| proofs of their mission, as it he had bheen able to!
i exhibit any such of hisown. When Servetusand

others taught againsi Calvin, he drove them out of”
Geneva; or punished them by the armof the secular
power, This was not acting like the Apostles;
tthey employed agaiust those who opposed them on-
ily the grifts of the Holy Ghost, aud the ascendancy
liof their eminent virtues. The reformers claimed -
| the right of preaching against the faith of the whole
. Christian world, and they refused every one the lib-
{ ety of preaching against them. As the re-!
formation proceeded, confusion and dissention’
ydaily increascd; fhere was soon a  swarm!
vof “sects, Lutherans, Anabaptists, Calvinists,
1 Zuinglians,, Church of England, &c. &c.
Calvin began to see the disgraceful consequences,
and wrote thus to Melancthor, a brother Refor-
‘mer : ¢ Itis of the greatest mmportance, that no
“account of the divisions that are amongst us should
go down to future ages : for it is worse than ridicu-
lous; that, after breaking off from all the world, we
should have agreed so little among ourselves, ever!
“since the beginning of the Reformation.”” Another;
Ileadin Protestan says : ¢ Our people are carncdi
away by every wind of doctnine. If you know
| what their belief is to day, you cannot tell what it
{will beto-mosrow, s there one article of religion
{in which the Churches that cre at war with the
. Pope agree together ? If you runover all the ar-
‘ticles, from thefirst to the last, vou will not find
‘one which is not held by some of themn as an article |
lof faith, and rejected by others as an impiety.”’—
i (Dutith inter Epist. Bega,) Nothing then could,
,be more contrary toall law and order, than theas-,
sumption of Luther and his followers, to be divine-
'ly commissioned to reform a Churcli fonnded and
- preserved by the Eternal Truth.
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LAUDA, SION, SALVATOREM.

Nou2ht, but_the outward form is scen
Whase s!cnder voil {s left to soreen
His Person unreycal’d
Ilis feshonr food . our drink his bload
‘Fhough he his two-foid usturo ahrond
eneath cach form conceal’d.

Him none can bruize, divide or main -

For ever now bis glorfous frame
Impassable remains,

Him one rccenes ; athousand may

Nor he hasless : not more have they
Each bim entire retains,

Both saints and sinners him receive :
The first are bid on him to live :

_ The last are doonvd ta death.
When Friests the sacred host shall read,
Remember that he’s whole contain'd,

Each smallest part beneath.

Nat he, ’tis but th’ exterual sign
That broken lics : s form divane,
His size and sh:\pc’s the same.
Rehold the Cluldren’s sweet repast
Angelic fare : not to be cast
‘Yo Dogs : no food for them.

Thizs mistry was of old reveal’d

‘Yo Israel ; though in part ronecal’d
Behind the typie cloud :

In holy lsaae sacrific’d,

And Paschal Lamb it was disguis'd :
And manna’s wond’sonsfood,

Jesus, our ious Shepherd, tend,
Feed here thy flack, and safo defend,
Till death hence act us free
With thee aloft to wing our flight,
And nungle with the legions bright

Of Saints, who reign with thee!

t

Errara.—In page 69 of last Catholic, after the
words “ atoning medium” in the first column, 201k
line from the top, rcad * which the prefigured
mabe child was alone to shed : water the puritying
medium.

In the Hymn : for * influence me with thy chaw
rity,” read * inflane me with thy charity.”
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for its reforination.  Butthe very idea of reforming i}

the faith of the Church, is_an insult toits divine | Yo wweetest strain now, Sion, sing

;
H

payable in advance.

All Communications to be addressed ¢ 10 1l

~ S . ! j f thy Saviour King & )
Founder, Jesus Christ. He had promised to be: Thexxs;-si:c ,230..271“}‘.‘;'5 fa‘x:%! i
with his Church to theend oftime; he declared it) Fxert zhgv skill the song to raisc ;(
built upon a rock, and proof against the gates of | Not all thy loudest, loftiest lays ‘

hell: he {)romiscd that the Holy Spirit should guide|
itinto all truth: who then will say that he did not!
fulfit his promises? What are we to think of men|
pretending to reform the Church of Christ, and loud-
1y proclaiming that it had become corrupt in faith
and discipline, that its doctrine was crroncous, its

worship superstitious, & itsdiscipline full of abuses?:

Ear be from us the blasphemaus idea that the pro-
mises of Eternal ‘Truth slould have failed; or that
the increated wisdom of God should have founded
a Church liable to become corrupt and erroncous?
Against the empt
of the pretcndeg ﬁeformation, we shall shew, that
this Reformation was unlawful inits principle,
criminal in its means and fatatin its effects: it was
the work of human passions, and notof divine grace.
The pretended reformers were, in the first place,
men withoutmission,ardinary or extraordinary; the
could shew no proofs of a supernatural commissi-

*Sce the admirable work of a Protestant ministor, the
Baron de Starck, eatitled, * Entretiens philosophiques sur
ta Reunion dcs differcates Communioons Cg
yage

boasts about the glorious work

retiennces,*

Can match th’ exalted theme.

The living andlife-giving bread,

With which thgc: chosen twelve he fed,
>Tis giv'n thee to extol A
Exultm%let each heant rejuice,
While Hymns and Anthems fill the skies.
And sound from pole to polc.

{

For now to mankind is renew’d
‘The memory of their mystic foed

In wond’rous banquet spread @
The Christian’s pach : each Jewanh rite,
As shadows fly before the hght,

At truth’s bright dawn has {led.

<t Henccforth, in memory of me, .
¢ What 1 have done, Christ said, do ye ¥
At supperas he sat. .
Empow’r'd thus by his word divine,
Into himself the bread and wine
We'se taught to consccrate.

Into his flesh the bread is ehang’d

‘Phe wine into 1ig bleod, that elcans'd
The guilt- stain’d humau race.
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Should sense "ser wonted aid deny
To ascertain .his misttry ;
Firm f.ith assumes her place.
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