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It was thus that the early Methodist preachers-almost the
only painisters of religion in the eountry-sprung from an.d symr-
pathizing -ith the common people, traversed every county and
new settled township of the land, holding forth the Bible as the
ouly infallible mile of faith and practice-the Magna Oharta of

a people's rights and ]iberties-teaehing from day to day, and
from house to, house, those first truths of faitb, of mnorality, of
order and of freedom, and thus permeating the entire population,

claimed with great eniphasis and fervour, La France doit avoir une relzi,«m1.
' France m'ust have a religion.' Liberty cannot exist vîthout n'orality, nor

rnorality without the religion of the Bible. It is a nation's love of law, its

love of vise and benevolent institutions, its attachn'ent to the public weal,
its peaceful and benevolent spirit, its love of vil-tue, and these *alone, can

make it ftee. Ttie these away, and there must be tyrants in their place.

1 hold no axiom more true or more important than this, that mani must

be governed by truth or by despotic power. As soon as a nation becomes

corrupt, her liberties, degenerate into facti)n ; and then nothing short of

the strong arn' of despotism will restrain the passions -of men, and control

their selflshness, their love of gold, their tbirst- for domnation, and their

brutal licentiousiiess. The Bible alone is the source of that higli-toned

moral principle which is necessary to ail classes, in ail their intercourse, for

the exercise of their rights and the enjoyn'ent of ail their privileges. With-

out it rulets become tyrants, and the people are fitted only for servi-

tude, or anarcby. Without it there is no such thing as an intelligent, lofty,

honourable, and disinterested character. Nothing else is capable of con.

bining a natio *n into one great brotherhood - anninilating its divisions-

quenching ils hate-destroying its spirit of party-binging aIl parts with ai

their jarring intetests into one great whole. Nothing will rightly control
its suffrages ; send up salutary influence into its Senate Chamnber; diffuse

its power through ail tanks of office; direct learning and laws; act ws

commerce and the arts, and sptead that halloiped influence through every

.department of society that shall render its liberties perpetual. Statesmen

rnay be slow to learn fron' the Bible; but th2y will nowhere find their

interests 50 watchfully protected and their liberties defended with such

ability ard so many counsels of wisdon'. The leign1 of the ainbitious and

intriguing, the artifices of demnagogues,' the uz-npations of power, the cor-

ruptitlg influences of high places, and the puni6hm.rent of political delasion,
all find the prototype and antidote in the principles, prophecies, biograpby

.and histoty of the Bible. * * * We shahl be a free people, only as we

.remnain a Christian peopl<_ If a low L.nd deg.aded infidelity should ever

.succeed in its already begun enterprise of sending up from the whole face

.of this land hem poisonous exhialations, and the yonth of c'um country be-

.corne egardless of the God of their fathers; n'en in cther lands, who have

:been watching for our downf'ahI, will in a fewv.shott vears enrol us on il

,catalogue of enslaved nations2Y-I-b-, 120-123.
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