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linve no uteans Of lcaring. One witiiess
(Violi) declares tlîatli hoad seeîlm iiiI
Miîe day, lioistcd by the rope no foever
thia forteeni tisiles!

In his loncly ccli, in the intervals
of bis torture, the brave soul turned
fromn the strife of tongues to com-
mune withi God. With bis muti-
lated hand lie wrote his iiieditations,
whieh are stili extant, on the thirty-
first and lifty-first Psalms. -'I shall
place my hiope on the Lord," lie
said, ,and. before long, I shall be
set free from, ail tribulation."

His doomn had long been decrccd.
Alexander Borgia had deelaired that
Savonarola should be put to dezith
even thoughi he wcr-e JTohn the Bap-
tist. Sentence of dcath wvas there-
fore pronounced upon him and on
bis two devotedl friends, Fra Domin-
ico and Fra Salvestro.

On the niorning of the 238rd May,
1498, after early communion in the
prison, the destined victims walked
together to the place of doom. in the
great square of the ordeal and of
the a"Bontire of Va-,nities." The
Pope's commissioner stripped off their
Cgow'ns and pro-nounced the last ana-
theina: "1separate you froin the
Churchin mil itant and triumphlant."
"ýThat," rcplied wîth a cali», cear
voice, the lîcro soul of Savonarola,
«is bey ond your power." A vast
miob surgcd around the scaffold and
the martyr pyre, but lie secnied to
sc themn not. Wlithi iinf;ltering
step and wvitlh ai rapt sanile upon lis
pale, worn face, lie went to bis
d'eath. lEs Iast words w'erc, like
those of bis Lord and Master and of
the proto-miartyr, «Into Tli' hands,
0 Lord, 1 commit nxy spirit." [lis
coînrades, in I ife and ini death %with
equal. dignity met their fate. They
wcre first hanged tili dcad. and flic»
burined to asiies. As the torch was
applied, writcs the biographer, "from,

the storicd Piazza, the saddest and
miost suicidal -burning ' that Flor-
ence had ever ivitncssed sent up its
flaine and smioke into the brighit
hieaven of that May :norning. On

this 23rdl day of May, 1498, agedj
forCY-tive years, the greatest man or
bis day-great on every side of hîn:i,
great as a philosopher, a thieologi.in,
a statesman, a reformer of morals
and religion, and greatest of aIl
as a truc mani of God-died in a
Nway 'vhieh 'vas worthy of him, a
nlartvr. tu the truth for 101ich lie
had hive(l."

&-Lest the city shud be pollutcdl
by his reflains," says a conteini-
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porary, c"bis asiies were carefully
crathercd and thrown into the
Arno"

In the narrow ccli «at San Mlarco,
in whiehi Savonarola w'ept and
w'atchied and prayed, hiangs a coz?-
teniporary paintin g of thiq tragie
scene, and by its side a, portrait of
the martyr monk wvith bis keen
dark eyes, his ecgle visage. bis pale
cheek, and bis patient thoughit-worn
hrow. In a caise bencatit are bis
vestinents, his crucifix, rosary, Bible
and MS. serinons. As wc ga,,ze on
these relies, thoughlt and feeling
overleap the interven ing centuries,
and we seemi hrongit, into living
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